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MAIN POINT

Those who aren’t ruled by their possessions have a disciplined approach to spending and giving.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Begin by having the people in your group write down on a piece of paper the first three things they usually
tell about themselves when they meet a new person. Then take a few minutes to go around the room and
share your responses. What do the things on your list reveal about yourself and about your priorities?

What are some of the top priorities of people living in our community today?

The story of the rich ruler is about identity. The man defined himself by his possessions. He had worked to
achieve his status, and he also wanted to work to achieve salvation. But Jesus wanted the man to define
himself only by his faith in God—as a follower of Jesus.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 18:18-23.

In your imagination, what does the crowd look like who is following Jesus? Read Mark 10:17 and Matthew
19:20 from the parallel accounts of this story. How does this man compare to the rest of the people
following Jesus?

What is your impression of the man who came to Jesus? How would you characterize his attitude?

The parallel Gospel accounts of this story can be found in Mark 10:17-31 and Matthew 19:16-30. Mark
describes him running up and kneeling before Jesus, and Matthew adds that he is young. In contrast to the
often sick, elderly, and poor people who followed Jesus and sought His healing and hope, the man was a rich
young ruler.

What makes the man’s question in verse 18 strange?
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The rich young ruler was telling Jesus that he viewed himself as having been good, moral, and religiously
diligent all his life. However, in spite of his best efforts to please God, the man knew that something was
missing; he did not have eternal life. He felt this so strongly that he humiliated himself in his desperate attempt
to find out the answer.

Do you find Jesus’ response (v. 22) uncomfortable? Why or why not? How does Jesus’ response compare
with your general ideas about salvation?

In spite of Jesus’ demands of the man, could eternal life be gained by selling everything? Why or why not?
What is the relationship between selling one’s possessions and following Jesus?

On the surface, Jesus seemed to be saying the man could earn eternal life by keeping the Commandments.
Although we know that salvation is received only by grace through faith, not by works (Eph. 2:8-9), our works
are a lot easier for us to measure, and we all have a tendency to try to impress God. Contrary to how it sounds,
Jesus wasn’t saying that selling his possessions would earn him favor with God. He knew this young ruler’s
heart. Jesus knew that what stood between this man and a relationship with Him was the priority of his
possessions and his personal identity in them. He earnestly wanted the man to commit himself to God totally.
In essence Jesus was saying, “You will not experience the full joy of trusting in God until you come to me empty
handed.

What was the man like when he left Jesus (v. 23)? Read Mark 10:22 also. What was the man unwilling to do?
Why?

If Jesus called you to surrender everything to Him, what would He ask you to give up?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 18:24-30.

Why would riches hinder a person from entering the kingdom?

Those who have an abundance of material wealth often are blind to their spiritual needs. To place that wealth
under the lordship of Christ proves a higher price than many wealthy people are willing to pay. Jesus used the
illustration of something that was impossible from a human perspective—a camel going through the eye of a
needle—to emphasize that wealthy people had extreme difficulty in choosing to follow Him. To come to Christ,
one must recognize one’s personal need and then be willing to trust one’s life to Christ.

What possible losses did Jesus mention that one might experience by following Him? What are the rewards
of choosing Jesus?

Describe what Jesus is doing with His disciples in this passage. What does He want them to “see”? Why
does He want them to “see” it?

Following Jesus provides no protection against suffering, but the reward includes eternal life. The rich ruler
sought this but walked away from it. The greatest gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ. Jesus gave
all He had for our sake. How could we hold anything back from Him?

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Think back to our opening question: “What are the first three things you usually tell people about yourself?”
Where does Jesus rank in your list of priorities? How do you know?

What does your love and devotion to Jesus require you to “Go, sell”? How can our church family support you
as you strive to be obedient? Pray for any specific things people mention during your closing prayer time?
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PRAYER

Close in prayer, thanking God that He first loved us before we could do anything for Him. Pray that your group
will have a greater awareness of His love and grace in their lives this week, and that in response they will be
challenged to give Him the place of utmost priority in their lives. Add to your prayer any specific requests
mentioned during your discussion.

COMMENTARY

LUKE 18:18-30

18:18. A Jewish civil administrator interrupted Jesus with a question. The question centers on the divisive
point between the two leading groups of Jews, the Pharisees and Sadducees. Sadducees, using only the first
five books of the Old Testament, found in these books no reference to resurrection, so they denied that
resurrection of the dead was possible. Pharisees, following all three parts of the Jewish canon—Law,
Prophets, and Writings—saw definite proof of resurrection in Daniel 12:2 and many other references,
particularly in the Psalms and Isaiah. Was this administrator trying to get Jesus to take sides, or was he
searching for certain hope in his own life? Luke does not give us his motivation, just the question. This man
called Jesus “good teacher.” This represents a common politeness of speech and recognition to some degree
of Jesus’ role as an intelligent, caring teacher.

18:19. Jesus caught the man’s attention by challenging his description of Jesus as good. Only one person can
be truly good. That is God. Thus, unknowingly, the administrator had linked Jesus to God. Jesus caught the
link and brought it out into the open. He repeated traditional Jewish theology in confessing that God alone is
good. In so doing, Jesus did not affirm or deny His own claim to deity. Luke expected his readers, however, to
see the link that Jesus made and to affirm the obvious—that Jesus, being good, was also God.

18:20. Jesus turned to the source of authority that all Jews accepted—the Law, the Torah of Moses. He
quoted part of the Ten Commandments from Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.

18:21. The man with the question also had a personal testimony. He had rigorously obeyed all the
commandments since youth. We must not quibble with his answer at this point and try to point out that all
have sinned. That is not under discussion here. Here the issue is obedience and eternal life. This Jew
apparently thought on the criteria of his religion that he deserved eternal life, but internally he felt something
missing.

18:22-23. Jesus had the answer. He returned to the theme that He had addressed so often—wealth and
dedication. Do you trust possessions more than you trust God? He asked the man. Are you trying to put your
trust in both possessions and God at the same time? Can you live without your possessions but cannot live
without your God? Sell your possessions and find out (see 6:45; 12:13-21, 33; 16:13). These words cut to the
quick. Jesus had found the man’s weak spot. He had great riches and evidently trusted in them to make life
meaningful and hopeful. Grief and mourning set in. There was no way he could give up his money, even for
God’s kingdom.

18:24. Jesus spoke in the form of lamentation, much as a deep sigh would be used at a funeral to express grief
at personal loss. The sad truth is that the rich have a hard time giving up their trust in their possessions. They
cannot take the long-term look and realize that one day they will lose control over wealth. Then they will be
robbed of eternal treasure, too. No wonder Jesus issued His sad lament: How hard for the rich to enter the
kingdom. They have never experienced the need to trust someone or some thing outside their own intelligence
and wealth.
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18:25. Jesus turned to hyperbole to make a point. He described the utterly impossible. The lure of wealth
overpowers the lure of the kingdom, not just in this rich Jewish administrator’s life, but in the lives of virtually
all rich people and many who are not quite so rich. Thus, the first step to the kingdom is not to solve the
problem of putting a camel through a needle’s eye. The first step is to get rid of the burden of riches so a
person has nothing to trust but Jesus.

18:26-27. The audience was amazed. If the blessed rich cannot be saved, they declared, who can? They saw
that Jesus had described an impossible situation. God does the impossible was Jesus’ quick answer. Don’t try
to figure out the hows and whys. Just let God do it. Trust Him with your life more than you trust your riches.
Place your riches in His control. Watch God work the impossible.

18:28-30. Blunt and to the point, Peter piped up, “We left all and followed You. Does that qualify us for the
kingdom?” Jesus told Peter not to worry. Those who had given up life’s closest relationships, greatest
responsibilities, and strongest commitments to follow Jesus had a reward coming. Luke is imprecise in
describing the reward, but he puts it in two stages. In this age, the committed, self-denying follower will receive
many times as much as he has given up. Is this strictly parallel to the preceding verse, so that the reward is in
terms of family? The family of believers will be more important, more numerous, and more meaningful than a
follower’s family of origin. Or is this much more indefinite so that Jesus was calling for faith even as He
promised rewards? God has a reward for you, but you do not need to know exactly what that reward is. You
just need to trust God. The second part of the disciples’ reward is eternal life, a quality of life beginning here on
earth with Jesus as Lord and extending through resurrection to the eternal kingdom.


