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Shelby Christian Church
MONEY TALK * •  THE POWER OF MONEY *  •  PROVERBS 23:4-5; 30:5-9 •   * 11/27/2022

MAIN POINT

Contentment and security rest in God, not in money.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What do you like most about money? Least?

If you took the day off to go shopping, what would you buy in an effort to treat yourself?

One of the greatest sources of personal happiness is also one of the greatest sources of sorrow. If we’re not
careful, the love of money can consume us as we choose greed over personal contentment in Christ.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PROVERBS 23:4-5.

What does it look like to “give your attention to” wealth? Does the author mean we should not try to make a
living? Explain.

What are some ways that you give your whole attention to acquiring riches?

We spend a lot of our time thinking about money, don’t we? What will I buy? Can I afford this? Will I get that
raise? Should I invest now? The questions can be endless, and they feed the ravenous discontent within.

Solomon knew the emptiness and frustration of discontentment all too well. When he penned the words of
Proverbs 23:4-5, he was reflecting back on his own experience of chasing the temporary pleasures of this
world. Solomon made two straightforward declarations in these verses: Don’t exhaust yourself trying to make
money, and stop thinking constantly about money.

Look at verse 5. What does the author mean? When have you seen money sprout wings and fly away?

How do you stop giving your attention to the fleeing riches of this world?
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There are four steps you can take in order to adhere to Solomon’s advice. First, recognize God as your source.
God is your Provider, and He cares for every detail of your life. He provides for your needs (see Phil. 4:19).
Second, remember the temporary nature of wealth. Money is made out of paper—it is temporary. In addition,
the feelings associated with money are fleeting. Happiness from a dollar bill does not sustain your soul. We will
hold wealth and possessions loosely when we remember they are only temporary (see Prov. 27:24). Third,
godliness with contentment is great gain (see 1 Tim. 6:6-8). Resting securely in the Lord frees you from the
worry and stress of this world’s unquenchable thirst for more. Fourth, refocus on eternal things. Spend your
energy on building God’s kingdom (see Matt. 6:33). When you do, you’ll find yourself thinking less about money
and more about eternity.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PROVERBS 30:5-6.

Why does the Bible remain our best source for financial wisdom?

The Bible has a lot to say about money. More than 1,400 verses deal with issues like poverty, wealth, debt,
greed, and borrowing. As we consider the Bible’s teaching on money, keep in mind what verse 5 proclaims:
every word of God is pure. Every word of God found in Scripture has been tested, refined, and proven free from
error or imperfection. The Bible provides the flawless standard for all of life and its issues. Therefore, Scripture
demands our full attention that we may not neglect or overlook any portion of it (see 2 Tim. 3:16).

What, in your opinion, is the connection between Scripture and personal finances? Where should the two
overlap?

God has laid out clear principles to guide our stewardship—principles that have less to do with the size of our
401k and more to do with the posture of our hearts. We can’t possibly navigate this life, including our finances,
apart from Scripture. We need steady biblical wisdom amid the constant ebb and flow of our changing world
and economy.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PROVERBS 30:7-9.

How are the two requests in verse 8 related to contentment?

Have you ever been tempted to lie because you weren’t content? Share that experience with the group.

What is it about being poor that tempts you to be discontent? What is it about being rich that tempts you to
be discontent?

Satan is a liar (see John 8:44; Rev. 12:9) who has fed believers a host of lies related to money. For example,
when we gain wealth, the devil tries to convince us we don’t need God. Satan hopes we’ll begin to rest in the
sufficiency of our hard work or good fortune, elevating money and status to a higher place than God in our
lives. This idolatry enslaves us and leads to all sorts of evil (see 1 Tim. 6:9-10). The enemy also plants lies when
we find ourselves lacking. He whispers that God doesn’t care about our needs, or that God is unable to help us
in times of trouble.

What is the difference between being happy and being content?

The truth from God’s Word is that all people in all circumstances can experience great contentment in Christ
(see Heb. 13:5-6). Jesus assured His followers that He would be with them always (see Matt. 28:20). Through
financial hardship? Yes. During economic downturn? Of course. In the midst of foreclosure, job loss, divorce, or
bankruptcy? Absolutely. We can remain content in Christ because God is our Source and our Sufficiency.

How would you describe a lifestyle of godly contentment in today’s culture?

APPLICATION
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Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What steps can you take this week to make Christ your source of contentment?

Replacing greed with gratitude is the pathway to contentment. What do you have to be grateful for?

What concrete steps can you take this week to escape the trap of greed?

PRAYER

During today’s prayer time, give group members the opportunity to verbalize personal prayers for
contentment. Pray that as the work of Christ overwhelms all lesser concerns, joy and abundant life would be
obvious in the people of our church.

COMMENTARY

PROVERBS 23:4-5

23:4-5 Diligence along with godliness and wisdom brings riches (8:18; 10:4; 22:4), but only if God blesses
(10:22). It is futile to try to get rich easily, illegally, or quickly (13:11; 20:21; 28:20,22).

PROVERBS 30:5-9

30:7-9 This prayer is comparable to Jesus’ model prayer (Mt 6:9-13). Both ask God’s protection from
temptation; both ask for basic needs (1Tim 6:8; cp. Php 4:12); both are concerned with upholding God’s honor.
The indulgent person may become a liar and a mocker (Ex 5:2); the destitute person may become a thief (Pr
6:30). The thief profanes God by implying that God can’t provide.


