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Shelby Christian Church
EASTER: THE CROSS AND THE EMPTY TOMB •  THE PASSION OF CHRIST •

MATTHEW 26:59-68; 27:11-23, 27-35, 45-46 •  3/28/2021

MAIN POINT

Jesus’ great humility, obedience, and sacrifice once and for all saves us from the penalty of our sins and
should be a source of joy and gratitude in our daily lives.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is one of the nicest things that anyone has ever done for you? Was it a surprise?

Have you ever had a chance to repay him or her? Could you, if you wanted to?

Have you ever witnessed someone being ungrateful for a gift? How did it make you feel?

There has never been an act of kindness greater than Jesus laying down His life for our sins. In the moments
leading up to and on the cross, Jesus willingly sacrificed Himself on our behalf. He gave us the gift of His own
righteousness in exchange for our debt of sin. We can never repay this act of grace. The best we can do is live
a life of joy on account of it, follow Jesus with all of our hearts, and let others know that the gift of eternal life
can be theirs as well because of God’s Son.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ MATTHEW 26:59-68.

How would you characterize the religious leaders in this passage? How would you characterize Jesus?

How did Jesus’ response to the Sanhedrin show He was trusting in His Father and not the leaders of His
day?

Why would the guards treat Jesus as they did? What physical and emotional shape do you think Jesus was
in by the time He was delivered to Pilate in chapter 27?

To the Sanhedrin, Jesus’ claim to be God’s Son was blasphemy, and it was all the justification they needed for
His execution. The Sanhedrin needed no other witness against Him, for they had achieved their purpose. Not
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realizing they stood before the One who would judge the universe, these human judges rendered a verdict of
“guilty.” They sought to humiliate Jesus, but what they did would lead to His being exalted and glorified on the
cross and in the heavenly throne room.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ MATTHEW 27:11-23.

What did Pilate believe was the root of the chief priests and elders’ problem with Jesus? What would they
be envious of?

The Gospels depict the chief priests and elders’ growing envy throughout Jesus’ public ministry. To them,
Jesus’ ministry was a threat to their own. They feared losing their influence and prominent status. As Jews
began to believe and follow Jesus, that meant they were not believing and following the priests and elders.
This is clearly depicted in John 12, when the priests and elders noticed how the crowds welcomed and
worshipped Jesus as He made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Even as Jesus performed many miracles
in front of them, they didn’t see the glory of God. They saw their fading influence and were jealous to have
what they thought was their own—control of the crowd.

Why do you think Jesus remained silent in the face of the accusations against Him? How does this remind
you that the crucifixion was something Jesus chose to do, rather than something that happened to Jesus?
Why does it matter that Jesus went willingly to the cross?

Why do you think the crowd turned on Jesus to the point that they thought He was worse than a notorious
criminal? What did the crowd’s actions reveal about how they viewed Jesus?

We know Pilate was responsible for his own actions, and we can easily tell the chief priests and elders were as
well, but so was the crowd. It’s possible that they never followed Jesus, but it’s also possible they were the
same crowd who cheered Him into Jerusalem a week before. But when they saw who they thought was their
king taken as a prisoner, they were easily persuaded to follow the lead of the chief priests and elders. Acts
13:28 points out that the crowd did not find Him guilty, but still asked Pilate to put Him to death. Their actions
showed that they did not, at least at this time, trust Jesus as their Savior. Instead, they rejected Jesus and
turned against Him.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ MATTHEW 27:27-35, 45-46.

How was Jesus mistreated? How does this relate to how He promised His followers would be treated?

Why do you think God allowed Jesus to be humiliated in such a way before the crucifixion? In His
omnipotence, why didn’t He orchestrate the events so that Jesus could make His sacrificial death on our
behalf more quickly without enduring the added physical and emotional turmoil?

First the Romans, then the Jewish leaders, and even the criminals took their shot at the Savior on the cross.
The cross of Jesus Christ was an outrageous scandal. It was a scandal Jesus willingly endured, however, out
of love for us and a determination to make atonement for our sin, redeem us, and restore our fellowship with
the Lord.

Romans 6:23 says the wages of sin is death. How did Jesus pay these wages for us? If Jesus had not paid
this debt, is this something we could have paid for on our own? Why or why not?

What caused the Father to forsake Jesus on the cross? What had Jesus taken on that God could have no
part of?

Because Jesus was our substitute and suffered on our behalf, He satisfied the wrath of a holy God against
sin. Now the way is open to God. Sin is now paid for. We can enter the presence of God, knowing that His
wrath toward us has been averted and we are accepted because of the cross.
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APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

To start today’s lesson, we discussed the difficulty in repaying someone for a kindness. The kindness of God
toward us through the death and resurrection of Jesus is far greater. How, then, should we live in response
to Christ’s great sacrifice?

Would you say that Jesus’ great humility, obedience, and sacrifice is a source of joy and gratitude in your
daily life? Explain. How would you counsel someone who says the only thing they feel when thinking about
Jesus’ sacrifice is guilt and sadness?

Who do you need to tell about the truth of the cross? What actions can you take toward this?

PRAYER

Thank God for the substitution of Jesus on the cross. Thank God that His wrath was satisfied by the sacrifice
of Jesus on your behalf. Ask God to give you joy and gratitude each day as you live with your mind set on the
cross.

COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 26:57-68

26:57-58. The temple guards took Jesus into Jerusalem to face Caiaphas, the high priest, and the rest of the
Sanhedrin (the teachers of the law and the elders). They had assembled in the middle of the night, in the home
of the high priest. This was not their normal gathering place. They were meeting illegally, plotting a murder
without a trial, and doing it during a special feast—all of which were against pharisaical laws.

26:59-62. The key leaders of Israel under the high priest and the leaders of the Sanhedrin were running the
show, with Caiaphas supervising and stepping in at key points. Participating in this kangaroo court was the
whole Sanhedrin.Together they were looking for false evidence against Jesus. This was a violation of the ninth
commandment, “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor” (Exod. 20:16). They kept on trying
to bring forward many false witnesses. But they did not find any testimony they could make stick.

Jesus had broken no laws. They began to achieve some degree of success when they found two witnesses
who agreed that Jesus had made a statement that could be misconstrued as blasphemy against the temple.
This accusation would return in mockery on the lips of those who watched Jesus die (27:40). Years later, this
same accusation would be used against Stephen (Acts 6:14).

These false witnesses attempted to convict Jesus of a capital crime—one worthy of the death sentence. If
justice was done and the false witnesses were shown to be liars, each of them should have received the death
penalty under Jewish law (Deut. 19:16-21). However, these false witnesses felt safe. The men with the
authority to convict them of false testimony were the ones who wanted them to give false testimony.

26:63-64. But Jesus remained silent, in fulfillment of Isaiah 53:7. Just as no sign would change the hardened
hearts of the hypocrites in Matthew 12:38-45 and 16:1-4, so no answer would change their opinion of Jesus.
In fact, by remaining silent, Jesus allowed them to convict themselves—by their persistent efforts to find some
shred of evidence against him.
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When Jesus refused to answer and the attempts of the chief priests failed to convict Jesus, Caiaphas took the
lead. According to Jewish law, the priest had the authority to force a person to testify. If Jesus remained silent,
he would violate the law. His decision to answer showed his respect for civil law and authority. His answer also
showed that the time was right, in his sovereign plan, to speak and so move one more step closer to the cross.

Jesus had already answered the question many times for all who were willing to hear. And he had backed up
his claim with authoritative words and miracles. But given the stubborn refusal of the Sanhedrin to accept him
as the Messiah, his admission to being the Messiah would be blasphemy.

The time was right. And the question was right. It was the heart of the one asking that was wrong. Jesus
spoke. Jesus’ answer was Yes. But he added wording (as with Judas in 26:25) that made the high priest’s own
words the answer to his own question: it is as you say.

Jesus turned to address the entire Sanhedrin. In the future looked ahead to the day when he would be the
judge and all of them would stand trial before him. God’s right hand is the position of authority and honor.

Then Jesus quoted the key messianic “Son of Man” passage (Dan. 7:13). Jesus affirmed his identity with
authority—both in the boldness with which he spoke and with the authority of the Scriptures to back up his
claim.

26:65-66. This affirmation was what they had been looking for. The high priest tore his clothes as a sign of
revulsion and moral indignation at Jesus’ blasphemy. Jewish law considered blasphemy a terrible sin, worthy
of death (Lev. 24:16). But the Messiah had not blasphemed. He had the right to claim to be himself.

There was no more need for witnesses, since the entire Sanhedrin had now witnessed Jesus committing the
“crime” of blasphemy. With that, as far as Jewish authority was concerned, the Messiah’s sentence was
pronounced.

26:67-68. The job was not yet finished. Now the Jewish leaders had to convince the Roman authorities that
Jesus deserved death under Roman law. Now that Jesus was convicted under Jewish law, the hypocrites
allowed themselves to gloat over their victim. Their abuse and mockery further deepened their own guilt.
Spitting in a person’s face was one of the deepest insults possible. It was also against Jewish law. They struck
him with their fists and slapped him.

MATTHEW 27:11-23, 27-33, 45-46

27:11. Jesus stood before the Roman governor Pilate, who had jurisdiction over all Judea. The goal of the
Jewish leaders was to convince Pilate that Jesus was guilty of a crime that Pilate would consider worthy of
death. They presented their charges. Then Pilate gave the defendant an opportunity to make his case. At the
heart of Pilate’s questioning was Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah. So Pilate asked forthrightly, “Are you the king
of the Jews?” We have not seen this messianic title since the Magi used it in 2:2. Now we will see it twice in this
same chapter. It was used mockingly by the Roman soldiers (27:29), and once as the “charge” posted on
Jesus’ cross (27:37). Matthew in both his opening (Matt. 1-4) and closing (Matt. 26-28) narratives
emphasized Jesus’ role as the true king of Israel.

Jesus’ response, Yes, it is as you say, was exactly the same as his response to Judas (26:25) and Caiaphas
(26:64). Jesus answered yes in a way that turned Pilate’s question into a confession of truth..

27:12-14. Jesus’ silence was important in these three verses. Pilate gave the chief priests and elders an
opportunity to make their case. They charged him with many things, possibly including several violations
against both Jewish and Roman law. Matthew mentioned Jesus’ silence twice to be sure the reader did not
miss it. Pilate gave Jesus the opportunity to respond to the Jewish leaders’ hostile testimony, but Jesus
remained silent.

Matthew brought emphasis to Jesus’ silence by his wording, including the use of a double negative: But Jesus
made no reply, not even to a single charge. Jesus could have made a defense against all the accusations, but
he refused to do so. His mission was to proceed. In Pilate’s experience, accused people who stood before him
did their best to defend themselves. Therefore, Jesus’ silence caused great amazement.



Page 5 of 5

27:15 The custom of releasing a prisoner for Passover seems to be attested in one Jewish text (m. Pes.8:6:
“they may slaughter a Passover lamb for one...whom they have promised to bring out of prison”).

27:16 Mark 15:7 describes Barabbas as a murderous rebel. Some ancient manuscripts of Matthew and some
important figures in the early church mention that Barabbas’s full name was Jesus Bar Abbas, which might
indicate that he was the son of a renowned teacher (“son of Rabba”). Thus Pilate apparently offered the Jews
a choice between a Jesus who was the son of a teacher and a Jesus who was the Son of God.

27:28-29 With their mock royal robe...crown, and scepter, the soldiers ridiculed Jesus’ messianic claims.

27:32 Crucifixion victims normally carried the cross’s (Gk) patibulum (crossbeam) to the execution site. Having
lost much blood, Jesus was too weak to carry it beyond the city walls. The soldiers impressed Simon, a
Cyrenian, to carry the beam the rest of the way. Simon’s sons were later known in the early church (Mk 15:21).
This suggests that Simon became a disciple of Jesus. Cyrene was situated near the Mediterranean coast in
northern Africa. Simon was probably an ethnic Jew visiting Jerusalem for the Passover (Ac 6:9).

27:45 The bystanders naturally interpreted the darkness as God’s judgment (Am 8:9). While they likely thought
the judgment was against Jesus (as if He were a heretic), in light of His later resurrection they came to see the
darkness as judgment against the sin that Jesus became on our behalf (2Co 5:21).

27:46 Jesus’ lament quotes Ps 22:1. The psalm reads like it was written by someone standing near the cross
(see especially Ps 22:7-8,14-18). Jesus’ cry expressed the alienation from God that He endured as He bore the
Father’s wrath against sin. Although Jesus elsewhere addressed God as “Father,” He addressed Him merely as
My God in this verse.


