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MAIN POINT

The disciples of Jesus should champion His message of repentance and forgiveness of sins.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Have you ever been on a real journey that was filled with adventure and danger? If so, what was it like?

In what ways does Jesus’ command of making disciples excite you? In what ways does it scare you? How
does it challenge you?

The disciples had just witnessed the event that would alter all of history—the resurrection. As His disciples
would soon discover, however, Jesus didn’t rise from the dead to just amaze His followers. The disciples
themselves would be called into Jesus’ mission. There was going to be more to the story.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 24:36-53.

Why didn’t some disciples believe Jesus even after having physical proof of His resurrection? What do you
think this tells us about the nature of doubt?

For the disciples of Jesus, their hope was to see Jerusalem restored and have Israel freed from corruption on
the inside and from oppression on the outside. Their hope was to have peace and quiet and live their lives. But
with the resurrection of Jesus, His calling on their lives did not limit them to Israel; it opened their eyes to the
world. Jerusalem was not going to be a restored safe haven for the saved, but it would become a launching
pad for Jesus’ global mandate. The steely focus that Jesus paid to Jerusalem was going to have a ricochet
effect from that city to the rest of the world. As Luke described in Acts, just as Jesus had focused on
Jerusalem, so too His disciples would focus on the ends of the earth represented by the world’s most powerful
city—Rome.

How does the way that Jesus appeared suddenly before the disciples reflect the way that He encounters
our lives and disrupts our schedules?
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Jesus’ disciples needed to understand something about the Scriptures and something about power. Even
though Jesus was risen from the dead and His disciples had touched His hands and feet, some still did not
believe. Their minds and hearts did not have the ability to take in the reality before them. Besides giving them
even more physical proof, Jesus directed them to the Scriptures. Luke said He “opened their minds” so that
they could understand the things written about Him in these Scriptures. Jesus broke down all the different
parts of the Hebrew Bible—the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms—which comprise the Old
Testament in our Bibles today. In other words, a key to understanding Jesus is seeing that His life, death, and
resurrection were, in fact, no surprise at all. Even though Jesus caught everyone off guard—the entire Old
Testament pointed to Him!

You’ve probably heard people say that the Old Testament became outdated or null after Jesus’ death and
resurrection. But what does Jesus say about it? How does that change the way you read it?

Look at verse 49. Why does Jesus call the Holy Spirit “the promise of my Father”?

Why was it necessary for the disciples to wait on the power of the Holy Spirit? After seeing Jesus’ physical
victory over death, do you think it was easy for them to wait? Explain.

In addition to understanding the Scriptures, the disciples would also need the power of the same Spirit that
had inspired those Scriptures. They would not be able to accomplish the mission that Jesus cast for them on
their own—they would need a Helper. They would need to wait for the power of the Holy Spirit. The sending of
the Spirit was itself prophesied in the Scriptures that stated, “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy” (Joel 2:28; Acts 2:17). An important part of the message going from
Jerusalem was having the Spirit empowering Jesus’ messengers and having the Spirit at work in all types of
people, including both Jews and Gentiles.

If we need the Holy Spirit’s involvement to do what Jesus has called us to, what does this tell us about the
nature of this mission that we are called to?

The message that Jesus’ disciples would champion was “repentance and forgiveness of sins.” The word
“repentance” derives from an ancient Hebrew concept of “turn” or “return.” It was a travel word used to
describe a shift in direction from one destination to a quite different destination. This concept was then
deepened to describe Israel’s relationship with the Lord. Hence in the ministry of Jesus, when He talked about
repentance He was talking about a fundamental re-orientation from one’s own direction to that of Jesus.

Jesus helps His disciples become outward-focused so we can contribute to His global mission. When has
He opened your eyes to the people in your daily scope? When has He opened your eyes to the world?
Describe how it happened.

A part of the joy of this repentance is the experience of forgiveness that was a part of it. This reality is pictured
beautifully by Jesus’ story of the prodigal son. The fruit of the son’s repentance, i.e. turning toward the father
and confessing his guilt, was the father’s overwhelming grace and forgiveness. Hence the disciples would
proclaim repentance and forgiveness but it would be—and this is the most important part—delivered “in His
name.” In other words, the entire message would be based on Jesus Himself. His life, death, and resurrection
would be the foundation of this message and permeate every aspect of it.

Are you delivering in Jesus’ name? How can you make sure that the gospel that you preach is Jesus’, and
not your own?

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What would change if we saw ourselves (first and foremost) as those sent by God on His mission?

What part do you feel God wants you to play in His universal mission?
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Are you acting as an agent of repentance and forgiveness to the people around you, or would you say you
are ignoring your mission altogether? Think of ways you can step out of your bubble this week and into the
role Jesus has for you.

PRAYER

Pray for the willingness to participate in God’s mission globally in any way He sees fit. Give thanks to God for
choosing to involve you in the expansion of His Kingdom.

COMMENTARY

LUKE 24:36-53

24:36-37 It is ironic that the group of disciples was startled and terrified and thought they were seeing a ghost
when the risen Christ suddenly appeared in their midst. After all, they had been rejoicing about His resurrection
(v. 34) and swapping stories about His several appearances that day. But their fear is understandable since
Jesus appeared suddenly in the middle of a crowd in what was surely a locked room. Peace to you was a
traditional Jewish greeting.

24:38-40 Jesus calmed the fears and doubts of His disciples with evidence of His resurrection body. In His
hands and feet the nail scars were clearly visible. The crowd of disciples could touch Him and verify that He
had a human body and that He was not a ghost.

24:40-43 It is understandable that some were slow to believe. This was a highly unusual and unexpected
event. Realizing their doubts, Jesus offered an additional piece of evidence. He showed them that He could eat
food ( a piece of a broiled fish), something no ghost could do.

24:44-45 The Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms represent the three major divisions of the Hebrew
Bible. Jesus now did for the wider group of disciples essentially what He had already done for the two on the
road to Emmaus. He explained the Scriptures.

24:46-49 OT passages that clearly prophesy the suffering of the Messiah are Ps 22 and Isa 53. A key OT
passage for Messiah’s resurrection, cited several times in the NT, is Ps 16:10. Significant OT passages that
Jesus may have had in mind about repentance... proclaimed... to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem are
Isa 2:1-4 and 49:6. Luke 24:47 is Luke’s version of the Great Commission (Mt 28:19-20; Mk 16:15; Jn 20:21-22;
Ac 1:8). These verses echo Ac 1:4-8. Since Luke wrote both this Gospel and the book of Acts, he skillfully
intertwined the conclusion of his first volume with the beginning of his second volume. The city refers to
Jerusalem.

24:50-51 Bethany was located just over the Mount of Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem. Acts 1:12
specifies that the ascension of Christ occurred at the Mount of Olives.

24:52-53 As Jesus had requested (v. 49), the disciples returned to Jerusalem and stayed there until the events
of the day of Pentecost (Ac 2). Although at least some disciples were continually in the temple complex
praising God during that time and later (Ac 2:46; 3:1), it should not be assumed that all of them were always
there. Acts 1:13-14 also speaks of the apostles, some of the women disciples, and Jesus’ brothers (the sons of
Joseph and Mary) being “continually united in prayer” in an upper room in Jerusalem. Such devotion to prayer
was a fitting prelude and precondition to the wonderful things God would do through Christ’s earliest
messengers. Christ’s church was set to explode onto the scene as a beacon of light and hope in a spiritually
dark world.


