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Shelby Christian Church
BETTER - HOW TO WIN AT HOME •  SYNAPTIC PRUNING •

DEUTERONOMY 6:1-7 PROVERBS 22:6 - 9/25/2022

MAIN POINT

"Be intentional about speaking and living God's truth in front of your children. Provide good examples."

INTRODUCTION

Spend some time as a group discussing how this sermon series has impacted your lives. Talk about what
adjustments you have made in your personal life during this series and the difference it has made.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ DEUTERONOMY 6:1-2

The land promised to Abraham and his posterity (Gen 12:1). Israel’s inheritance of the land is once again
connected to obedience (Num 14:23; 32:11. Deut 4:1, 5). The wording here indicates that Israel’s laws had a
twofold purpose: They were an expression of reverence for Yahweh and a means of teaching this reverence to
the next generation. "you may live long lives" - This verse links possession of the land to obedience to the law.
The Abrahamic covenant is therefore conceptually tied to the Sinai covenant (Gen 12:1–3; 15:1–6). Leviticus
26 discusses this connection in detail.

Why did Moses say God directed him to teach them the commands, decrees, and laws of God? These
scriptures were a promise to the Israelites.  What are the implications or applications of the scripture for us
today?  Do you think that most Christian parents believe the truth of this verse?  Do you think most live by it? 
Why or why not?  What about you and your family?  What takeaways from this verse you'd like to implement in
your family?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ DEUTERONOMY 6:5-7

The command is not a demand to manufacture false emotion but to cultivate a disposition (see Lev 19:17–
18). The Hebrew terms levav (often translated “heart”) and nephesh (often translated “soul”) do not refer to
separate components of the human person. Rather, the terms overlap in meaning, conveying the internal life,
dispositions, emotions, and intellect.” This description of love of Yahweh thus implies totality: as Yahweh is
undivided unity and alone worthy of worship, so the Israelites must have undivided loyalty to Him. The Ten
Commandments, which are literally known in the Hebrew as the “ten words” (Exod 34:28). The phrase “these
words” and similar ones refer to the entirety of the law (e.g., Deut 4:2, 40; 6:1–2; 19:9; 28:1, 14–15). "on your
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heart" -  Israelites must take them to heart—commit them to memory and make them an integral part of their
life.

 "you shall recite them to your children" -  The Hebrew phrase here literally means “repeat.” Parents are to
rehearse the laws of God to their children. This command presumes that teachers know their content, which in
turn presumes concentrated effort and study. The practice of constantly repeating and reciting God’s
commands also involves committing them to memory so they become applied knowledge for life.  Israelites are
to make the laws of God the focal point of life (see Prov 6:21–22).

How have you been doing as a parent regarding helping your children understand God's word?  What do you
wish you had done differently?  What might you do to take advantage of the time you have left or redeem your
lost time?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PROVERBS 22:6

Train up a child in the way - Refers to moral education, the way that is proper for a child (compare 23:19; Job
31:7). "he will not stray from it" -  Describes a pattern, not a promise. Children are responsible for their choices,
regardless of their parents’ training.

What is the difference between teaching and training?  Explain how each has its place in the family.  What does
it mean to "switch from caregiver to coach in your child's life?  How does this affect the way you view your time
with your child?

APPLICATION

Discuss each of the following:

Synaptic pruning is the brain's process of removing synapses, or connections, between brain cells.

The things that are important to you become important to your children.

Things that are not important to you are not important to your children.

Don't allow your child's relationship with God to be pruned because it is not important to you.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, You have given us the great responsiblity of training children.  Yet, you have wired the
capacity to catch what is important inside each of us.  Let us, as parents and grandparents, keep our priorities
right with you so that our children and grandchildren understand it needs to be important to them.  In Jesus'
name, AMEN.

COMMENTARY

Deuteronomy 6

6:1-3. A young generation of Israelites had come of age in the wilderness during 40 years of wandering. They
were anxious to enter the land of promise and to enjoy the fruits of the land said to be flowing with milk and
honey. Moses sought to prepare this new generation of Israelites for the challenging spiritual adventure ahead
of them. Success would depend on their knowledge of and obedience to God’s laws. Having reminded the
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present generation of God’s revelation of His law at Mount Sinai, Moses urged the people to keep God’s laws
and to pass them on to future generations.

6:4. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 is arguably the best-known passage of Scripture in ancient and modern Judaism.
Deuteronomy 6:4 begins with the Hebrew verb rendered listen (shema), and these verses are commonly
referred to as the Shema [SHEE mah]. These verses make two important declarations about God and His
people’s obligation to Him. The first declaration is a statement about the uniqueness of Israel’s God. The
assertion is that the Lord ... is one. The word rendered the Lord is, of course, God’s personal name, Yahweh.
Declaring that Yahweh is one denotes there is no other existing Deity. People might worship other so-called
gods, but those gods are not real. They are worthless fabrications of human minds (see Isa. 44:10-11).

6:5. The second declaration is that God’s people are commanded to love the Lord. When Jesus was asked
about the greatest commandment in the law, He responded by quoting this verse (see Mark 12:30). The first
thing to analyze in this command is the verb rendered love.

The measure of our love for God is to be greater than all other affections. We are to love Him wholeheartedly
(all your heart). The biblical conception and use of the term heart differs at points from modern usage. The
term does not refer primarily to the fleshly organ but rather to the core of our inner, spiritual being. Heart refers
to the power of the mind to think and remember (see Deut. 4:9). Heart also refers to our volition in making
decisions (see Ex. 7:13). Thus to love God with all our heart means to choose Him above all other desires and
to make Him our highest priority life. Likewise, we’re to love God with all our soul. The Hebrew term rendered
soul can refer to physical appetites (see Job 33:20), emotions (see Job 30:25), and the spiritual nature (see Ps.
19:7). A supreme love for God results in submitting every human appetite and desire to His will. Finally, we are
to love God with all our strength. This term refers to every talent and resource we possess. We are to give our
best efforts in serving and worshiping the Lord.

6:6-7. Families are instructed to bequeath the ways of God to the next generations. However, parents and
grandparents cannot teach what they themselves do not know and practice. A passionate devotion to the
Lord must first be in the parents’ and grandparents’ hearts. Only then are they equipped to help instill a
genuine love for God in younger lives. Primary responsibility for teaching children spiritual truth cannot be
delegated by parents to others. Parents have a unique relationship with their children and a responsibility to
teach them about God in daily life (when you sit in your house ... walk along the road, ... lie down and ... get
up). Church attendance is vitally important for children’s overall spiritual development, but participation in
church activities can never substitute for the daily spiritual instruction children need from godly parents.

Proverbs 22:6

Discipline for Children (22:6). 22:6 This verse is popularly debated on two fronts. Some take v. 6a to mean,
“Train a child in accordance with his nature,” meaning that the teacher must take into account the
idiosyncrasies of the child and customize the method of training accordingly. Others, including the NIV, take it
to mean simply that one should train a child in the way he should go. A better interpretation is, loosely
rendered, “Train a child in a manner befitting a child.” In other words, one should train a child using vocabulary,
concepts, and illustrations a child can understand. It does not mean that instruction should be tailor-made for
each individual child (however valid that concept may be) but that one should begin instructing a child in
elementary principles of right and wrong as soon as possible.

Another contention is whether “and when he is old” implies he will come back to the right way in later years
after a period of straying or whether it simply means that he will faithfully persevere in the right way. “Old” here
does not mean after he is “elderly,” however; the point, after v. 6a, is that he will build on the fundamental
principles as he grows up and persevere in the right way. The whole could be translated, “Train a child in a
manner befitting a child, and even as he grows old he will not turn from it.”

Taken partly from Faithlife Study Bible and smallgroup.com


