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MAIN POINT

We pass on the gospel by taking an active role in communicating in word and deed the unity and love of the
gospel at work in our lives.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What’s the best or most memorable piece of advice you have ever received? Who gave it to you?

What made that piece of advice stick with you?

Do you often think about what you are passing on to the generation behind you or those around you? Why or
why not?

One of the ways we steward the message of the gospel is by taking an active role in communicating the story
of God. We are, in word and deed, to pass on the gospel not only to those around us but also the generation
that comes after us. We see in His prayer from John 17 that Jesus was very concerned about this message
goes on, not only because He prayed for those that would come after Him, but because He prayed for the
gospel to shine out in the unity, glory, and love of His followers.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 17:20-26.

Jesus prayed for His disciples, but His prayer was not for them alone. He included people who would follow
Him in future generations: those who would believe in Him through their (the disciples’) message. Just as we
are the recipients of the previous generations’ stewardship of the gospel, so are we to pass it onto the next
generation.

Why is think unity is so important to Jesus? Why must this be one of the truths we pass down to the next
generation?

How does our unity in the church, or lack thereof, either confirm the power of the gospel or deny it?
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Why do so many churches struggle to be unified? What does a lack of unity communicate about the way we
view God and the gospel?

Why does the Bible so closely link our relationships with others to our union with Christ?

We were created for relationship both with God and then with others. In fact, one of the most powerful
apologetics for the gospel is the fact that so many different kinds of people can come together under one
banner. One of the primary ways the gospel affects us is in those relationships. As we become the children of
God, we also become the brothers and sisters of all those who believe.

Jesus also prayed for us to see His glory. What are some ways the glory of God might be displayed through
us to the next generation?

Why is gearing our entire lives and schedules around our children counterproductive to displaying God’s
glory?

What lesser glories compete in our lives and the lives of our children for the glory rightfully given to God?

God’s glory is on display all around us, but our senses and imaginations are often dulled to it. Our message to
the next generation is that we were created for something more. We find that when we rightly see the glory in
everyday life as pointing us to the ultimate glory of God.

What are some ways that love can be corrupted when wrongly expressed to the next generation?

What are some of the challenges you’ve personally face to appropriately communicate the love of the
gospel to either your children or the next generation in general?

What, then, is the appropriate way we express the love of God in Christ to the next generation?

One of the most practical ways we can express the love of God in Christ is through our time. We invest in the
future generation, modeling them the same kind of love we see displayed to us in Christ. We love our children
fully with the intent that they grasp the greater love of God in Christ and become mature disciples themselves.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What is one way you can pursue the kind of unity Jesus prayed for by sacrificing some element of your own
preferences?

What are some practical ways you can make sure the things that bring you joy in everyday life point you and
your family to the glory of God?

What are some things standing in the way of you investing your time in the next generation? How do your
priorities need to reflect that investment?

PRAYER

As you close your community group, pray that we would not hide the truth of God in the gospel from the next
generation, but instead would take an active role in making sure they see the truth and beauty of the gospel.
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COMMENTARY

JOHN 17:20-26

17:20-21. If we had any doubt that this prayer applies to believers today, it is erased by verse 20. The heart of
this final paragraph of the chapter focuses on unity—the ultimate demonstration of God’s work through his
people in the world. We learn here that body unity is patterned after divine unity. The absolute oneness of the
Father and the Son will now be spiritually transferred to believers for a specific purpose—spiritual unity.

The union of the church is not patterned after some earthly organization or any well-meaning intentions of
humanity. God joins our spirits through the Holy Spirit because Jesus’ blood is “thicker than water” and thicker
than human bonds.

Perhaps there is no verse in all of Scripture which has been more frequently quoted to support ecclesiastical
church union than John 17:21. However, the emphasis of the prayer centers in spiritual unity, not
organizational unity. It must be understood in the light of John 10:30, “I and my Father are one.” If we are to
understand the unity of the church, we must first understand unity between the Son and the Father.

17:22. Christian unity is facilitated by glory, first given to Christ and then in turn to the disciples. Glory in this
context is not an absolute attribute of God but a relative possession that can be reassigned to believers. Some
interpreters see heaven here, but there would be no point in such a futuristic view with respect to the mission
statement of verse 23: “to let the world know that you sent me.” Peter wrote that the divine nature was already
in us as a result of regeneration, so we already have a measure of the glory of Jesus himself.

17:23. We also learn in this passage that body unity is a witness to the world. Like a set of matched mixing
bowls, we are the smaller one that fits into Christ who fits into the Father. Purpose? To let the world know that
you sent me. Mixing bowls may provide too mundane a metaphor here, but Jesus’ teaching about the vine and
the branches in chapter 15 is affirmed by this prayer of chapter 17.

The unity of believers calls forth a recognition of God’s hand by observers in the world even while the church is
on earth. Just a few hours before this prayer, Jesus told the disciples, “By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love fore one another” (13:35).

17:24. Furthermore, body unity will be complete only in heaven. If the disciples listened to this prayer (which I
believe they did), they may have remembered Jesus’ teaching from chapter 14 as he promised them they
would eventually arrive at the place where he was going. He wanted them to see him there. They had seen him
scorned and hated on earth. Soon they would see him killed and buried. But they had never seen the splendor
of heaven and his role as the Son of the Father.

We see just a touch of humanity in this verse. Just as we invite our friends home to show them how hard we
have worked to make it attractive and comfortable, so Jesus looked forward to the time when all his people
would be in his Father’s house. What a reminder that our Lord was always a pilgrim and stranger on earth.
Now he prayed for guests to visit his eternal home. Notice also that heaven is heaven because of the presence
of the Savior, not because of any other physical or material accoutrements.

17:25-26. Again we find the contrast between the world and disciples we saw in verses 9,14,16. The words
Righteous Father in reference to God appear only here in the New Testament. They appeal to the justice of
God. The world will be excluded from final glory because it has rejected the only means of grace. But the
disciples, and all believers, live life with a divine viewpoint because they have known the incarnate God.

The exegesis of the Father that occupied Christ’s ministry is both complete and continuous. Complete in the
sense that the incarnation demonstrated what God was like to those who would listen. Continuous in that it
will go on as long as the world lasts. The impact of the latter part of the verse suggests that the very person of
Christ lives in us. Through that inseparable union, we are recipients of divine love. The church of Jesus Christ
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dare not let the pagan society preempt its keynote theme of love. The love of God in the Son and consequently
in the church marks Christians and enables them to reflect and communicate God’s love.

 


