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LAUNCH •  POWER: THE HOLY SPIRIT. •  ACTS 2:1-41 •  4/11/2021

MAIN POINT

The coming of the Holy Spirit and the reality of Christ’s resurrection demonstrate the lordship of Jesus, making
clear that all people must repent from sin and trust in Him.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

If you surveyed a random sample of people in our city about who Jesus is, what do you think they would
say?

What would you say to someone who said that Jesus is a great teacher but He isn’t Lord?

Many people today respect Jesus and even think of him as a great teacher but they do not believe that He is
God or that He is the only means to salvation. But Jesus will not let us merely respect Him. Jesus said that He
and the Father “are one” (John 10:30) and that He is “the way, the truth, and the life” and that the only way to
God is through Him (John 14:6). It is not enough to admire Jesus, we must submit our lives to Him as our Lord
and savior. Peter recognized these two essential realities of Jesus when he preached at Pentecost, saying,
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Messiah!” (Acts 2:36). As we look at Peter’s first sermon after receiving the Holy Spirit we will
see that the reality of Christ’s resurrection demonstrates Christ’s lordship and calls us to a life of repentance
and faith.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ACTS 2:1-13.

Who was present at Pentecost? What miracle did God work in their hearts? What does this tell us about
God’s heart for the nations?

What were the two basic reactions of the residents of Jerusalem to the phenomenon of tongues? What
does this tell us about the responses we can expect as we proclaim Christ both in our city and to the ends of
the earth?
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Because of the festival celebrations, many foreigners were in Jerusalem at this time from all over the known
world (vv. 9-11). Through the Holy Spirit’s power, the disciples were enabled to communicate the gospel to
people who spoke a wide variety of languages. This amazed the crowd. Some even thought the disciples were
drunk. But miracles and signs alone aren’t enough to introduce people to Jesus and the salvation He offers.
The miracles of Pentecost weren’t an end in themselves, but were meant to give the apostles, led by Peter, a
good foundation for teaching the gospel and a curious audience to hear it.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ACTS 2:14-36.

What was the point Peter wanted people to understand about current events (vv. 15,17-18)?

How do you understand verses 19-21? What tells you Joel’s prophecy is still coming true today?

The real reason for the unusual events the crowd had witnessed was the outpouring of the Spirit as the
prophet Joel had predicted (see Joel 2:28-32). By establishing this connection with the prophet early in his
sermon, Peter was underscoring his message with scriptural proof. During Joel’s prophetic ministry, a locust
plague had infested the land. Joel explained that the event was God’s judgment on the nation. He called the
people to repentance and promised that, if they turned back to God, their land would prosper again. He also
declared that the dawn of the messianic age would see God’s pouring out His Spirit on all people.

What message does verse 21 have for us and our church?

Given Peter’s audience, why do you think He quoted so heavily from the Old Testament? What does this tell
us about Jesus? About the gospel?

The continued fulfillment of the many prophecies in Scripture should remind us that when God makes a
promise, He keeps it, and we had better pay attention to how it applies to us. After Peter connected the coming
of the Holy Spirit to prophecy, he moved to his main argument. Acts 2:22-36 is the heart of Peter’s sermon. It
begins with an introductory summary of God’s action in the ministry, death, and resurrection of Christ (vv. 22-
24). A scriptural proof from Psalm 16:8-11 then shows that Christ is indeed the expected Messiah, as His
resurrection proves (vv. 25-31). A further scriptural proof from Psalm 110:1 depicts how the risen Christ is now
both Messiah and Lord exalted to the right hand of the Father (vv. 32–36).

Peter quoted from Psalm 16:8-11 (in Acts 2:25-28) and Psalm 110:1 (in Acts 2:34-35). Why do you think he
picked these two passages as support for his message?

What are the implications of the resurrection and ascension for Jesus (vv. 24, 30- 31, 33-36)? For the
people?

Peter knew the people could not dispute the point he made from Psalm 16:8-11, which clearly teaches that the
Messiah’s body would not decay (Acts 2:25-28). He pointed out that because David’s body had been buried
and had not come back to life, the psalm had to be speaking about someone other than David (vv. 29-31).
Peter asserted that Jesus’ death and resurrection proved Him to be David’s heir of whom the Scripture spoke.
Not only had Jesus been raised from the dead, but also He had been exalted to the right hand of God. As
further proof of this, Peter quoted David’s statement that the Messiah would sit at God’s right hand (Ps.
110:1). Obviously, in his dead body David had not ascended into the heavens, but Jesus in His resurrected
body had. Speaking for the apostles, Peter declared they were witnesses of the resurrection as well as the
ascension spoken of in this psalm—the ascension of Jesus to sit at God’s right hand to exercise authority over
heaven and earth.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ACTS 2:37-41.

How did many of the people who heard Peter’s sermon respond (v. 37)? What might we learn from their
response when God’s Word convicts our hearts?
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How did Peter respond to their question (v. 38)? Compare this with Acts 16:31. Did Peter and Paul prescribe
different responses to the gospel?

While there were certainly still some people who thought that Peter was either crazy or drunk, there were many
more who “came under deep conviction.” These people did not ignore or dismiss the conviction they felt but
allowed their conviction to move them to cry out to the apostles, “Brothers, what must we do?” Peter
responded by instructing them to repent from sin and be baptized as a physical sign of what has already
happened in their hearts. When asked a similar question by the Philippian jailer, Paul responded by saying,
“believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). We should not think of Peter’s command to
“repent” and Paul’s command to “believe” as two separate responses to the gospel. When Jesus preached, He
commanded people to “repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:16). Therefore “to repent” and “to believe” is
best understood as two essential aspects of faith. Both Peter and Paul called their hearers to turn away from
their former lives and trust Christ alone for salvation.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What can we learn from the way Peter preached the gospel? Why is it important that we challenge people to
repent and believe in Jesus when we share the gospel?

How do we know that Jesus is both “Lord and Messiah”? What implications does that have for you and me?

How can we as a group help one another acknowledge the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in our
lives?

PRAYER

Thank God for sending Jesus to die for our sins and rise from the dead so that we might have new life. Pray
that God would help us to rely on the power of the Holy Spirit as we seek to proclaim that Jesus is both Lord
and Messiah to the people around us.

COMMENTARY

ACTS 2:1-41

2:14-16. Now filled with the Holy Spirit and fresh from the Pentecost experience, Peter found new courage. He
commanded immediate attention and addressed his remarks to fellow Jews and all those who live in
Jerusalem. Drunkenness? Not a chance. Not at nine in the morning. On feast days a Jew would not break fast
until ten. It was the third hour of the day, a customary hour of prayer.

2:17-21. Peter launched into a recitation of Joel 2:28-32 reproduced by Luke from the Greek Old Testament,
the Septuagint. No doubt Peter saw this passage fulfilled at Pentecost, at least in part. Men and women,
young and old who gathered in Jerusalem after the ascension had experienced the pouring out of the Holy
Spirit and subsequently proclaimed God’s wonders. Are we to understand that Peter thought the wonders in
the heavens of verses 19 and 20 had also been fulfilled at Pentecost? The context implies that the remainder
of Joel’s prophecy, the full experience of cosmic wonders, would await the full repentance of God’s chosen
nation. Nevertheless, it is part of the passage in Joel, so he thunders on to get to his major theme, “And
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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In terms of the earthly life and ministry of Jesus, this was the end of the beginning. The Christians will now
carry on what He began (1:1-2). In terms of the unfolding of the New Covenant age, this was the beginning of
the end. Prophecy had been renewed in fulfillment after four hundred years. God was at work again among
His people—the resurrection and Pentecost had proved that. What does it mean to be saved? Certainly for
Peter, the “Lord” in the Joel passage is Jesus Christ. The spokesman for the twelve and all the other believers
called all who would listen to turn to the Savior, God’s Messiah, and find life through His name.

2:22. During Jesus’ time on earth, His ministry was guaranteed by threefold evidence—miracles, wonders, and
signs—precisely the marks of an apostle, which Paul identified in 2 Corinthians 12:12. Interestingly, first-
century Jews didn’t deny Jesus’ miracles; that seems to be a theological characteristic of more modern times.
The key term of the verse is surely the word “accredited,” used often in first-century Greek for people holding
some official office. Jesus’ mighty acts pointed to divine power behind His life and ministry, thereby certifying
that He was the Messiah.

2:23. Frequently, the New Testament links predestination and free will, the two elements of a divine paradox.
God handed over Jesus for crucifixion, but wicked men put Him to death. So often people ask, “Does God
choose us for salvation, or do we choose to believe the gospel?” Human reason searches for philosophical
solutions, but the only biblical answer is a simple yes. Somehow in God’s eternal plan, these two seemingly
parallel roads come together.

2:24-28. Peter’s sermon progresses well; in typical New Testament form, he comes right to the point:
resurrection. Verses 25-35 in this chapter contain four evidences of the resurrection: David’s tomb, the
witnesses, that very Day of Pentecost, and the ascension witnessed by the eleven disciples. God may have
handed Jesus over for crucifixion, but He also raised Him from the dead. As strange as it might seem to the
human mind, the Messiah’s death was God’s will. Thus Peter turns to Psalm 16:8-11. Surely readers of the Old
Testament up to this point had applied Psalm 16 only to David. Peter, speaking through the Holy Spirit, now
certified it as a messianic prophecy. He did not use the psalm to prove the resurrection, but to affirm the
messiahship of Jesus. Peter didn’t bother to prove the resurrection at all—he just proclaimed it.

2:29-30. Not only was David’s psalm a messianic prophecy, but the application of the psalm to Jesus is also
linked with the fact that the Messiah came in David’s line. David may have considered himself a shepherd and a
king, but Peter tells us he was also a prophet. We see here a major key to understanding Scripture: Christ is the
unifying link between the Old and New Testaments. Luke had already concluded his first report to Theophilus
on precisely this point (Luke 24:45-48).

2:31-32. Not only did David understand Jesus’ coming, he also foretold His resurrection. Standing in the crowd
that day were many local residents who were familiar with the events that had transpired in Jerusalem less
than two months earlier. Just in case their memories had lapsed, Peter raised again the broad banner of those
courageous early Christians: “we are all witnesses of the fact.”

2:33-36. Peter wanted to proclaim the whole gospel, so he could not stop at the crucifixion and resurrection. In
these verses he moves on to the exaltation and the coming of the Holy Spirit, bringing his listeners right up to
the moment. Another quote from the Psalms (110:1) surely must have stabbed their collective attention. The
humble carpenter of Nazareth was not only the Messiah, but now He lives in heaven and has caused all the
Pentecostal commotion that evoked this sermon in the first place. Showing an enormous confidence in his
God and his message, Peter used a phrase appearing only here in the New Testament (“all Israel”) and
hammered home his final point: “God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

2:37. The combination of God’s Scripture and God’s Spirit working through God’s servant had the intended
effect. From their initial question “What does this mean?” (2:12) the people now progressed to specific
response—”Brothers, what shall we do?” The phrase “cut to the heart” translates a Greek word meaning
“stung” or “stunned.” Had some people listening to Peter that day also screamed for blood in Pilate’s hall? While
the word “conviction” does not appear in our verse, this clearly reflects that heart attitude. The New Testament
uses this word to describe the work of the Holy Spirit by which we see ourselves as we are in God’s sight.

2:38-39. Peter hesitated not a moment for the answer to their question, calling for repentance and baptism
and offering forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Repentance is not a new theme in the New Testament,
having appeared in the ministry of John the Baptist (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3) and in the preaching of Jesus (Mark



Page 5 of 5

1:15; Luke 13:3). The context shows “baptism” here refers to water, not the Holy Spirit. The gift of the Holy
Spirit then became the seal of salvation.

2:40-41. Luke hastens to tell us we do not have the entire sermon recorded in his book. Peter spoke many
other words and pleaded with his hearers who responded. That day God added three thousand people to the
small number of believers already serving as Christ’s witnesses. But wait. Don’t miss the importance of what
Luke does not say. This time there was no sound, no flame, and no foreign language. These people received
the Holy Spirit because that’s what Peter promised in Jesus’ name. Pentecost was a one-time event, with only
a mild echo or two appearing elsewhere during the first century.


