
Advent Wreath Craft for Children (That Actually Functions!) 

I love to craft Advent wreaths with kids! When you send a child home from co-op or religious 
ed with an Advent wreath, you have sent them home with so much more than a craft. You 
have sent them home with a new cherished Advent tradition in their family! I can’t tell you 
how many families told me that they kept this craft and used it for all of Advent, and that 
years later they were now actually using an Advent wreath in their homes! Religious educa-
tion makes a huge difference, and we are not just crafting… we are changing lives!  

So, I now bring you an Advent wreath craft of kids that actually works! The candles are lighta-
ble, which basically makes this the easiest advent wreath to make ever! 

If you are looking for an Advent wreath craft that actually works, this is the craft for you! It’s 
fairly simple to make, and the supplies are totally affordable, even for making classroom sets! 
  

Supplies Needed To Craft Advent Wreath: 
 Styrofoam circles or small wreaths  
 Birthday cake candles in purple and pink 
 Green paint 
 Paint brushes (we used 1 inch foam brushes) 
 Cheap fake evergreen greenery or garland  
 Fake red berries 
 Glue 
 A Phillips head screwdriver (for punching holes in the Styrofoam) 

 

Instructions 

1. Paint the wreath 

(unless you bought a 

green one! 

2. Glue the berries and 

greenery on them. 

3. Stick the candles in, 

you’re good to go!  

 



The Kid-Friendly Advent Wreath 
If you have never taken part in an Advent Wreath tradition, none of 
this will be a stretch for you. If you have, please know that my ver-
sion of the tradition is not traditional in almost any way. If you want 
to stick with the traditional readings and candle colors, please do. I 
began this way of celebrating advent about 3 years ago, during my 
child’s second Christmas season. Back then, we could barely get him 
to sit still long enough to make it through the reading, but we per-
sisted, and now he eagerly looks forward to Sunday evenings and the 
time to light (and blow out!) the candles. Now we are approaching 
our fourth advent season since we began doing the wreath and as 
soon as I pulled out the holiday decorations he was searching for the 
wreath and candles. That will warm a mama's heart! 
 
 

I purchased the supplies to make the wreath at AC Moore Arts & Crafts, but almost any craft store 
should have the supplies needed. It consists of: 

 Wire wreath form with candle holders (check floral aisle if not in the seasonal section) 

 Holiday decorative picks 

 4 taper candles (I chose colors that coordinate with my decor) 

 1 medium-large pillar candle for center of wreath 

 
Each Sunday night after dinner we gather back at the family table and bring out the Bible and our 
Little People Nativity set as well as other props if applicable. 
 
 
 

Click HERE for the weekly, kid-friendly readings. 

Each week we light the candles from the week before, adding a new candle each week. We read and discuss 
the message in the reading and ask age-appropriate questions to review. Then we take turns blowing out the 
candles. 

On Christmas morning, after stockings are un-stuffed but before we begin opening gifts, we light all of the 
candles, including the big one in the middle. We keep all of the lights off so that the only glow comes from 
the 5 lit candles, and we read about how Jesus is the Light of the World.  

What birthday gift will you give to Jesus this year? 

 

taken from mommyustine.blogspot.com 

http://mommyjustine.blogspot.com/2012/11/kid-friendly-advent-readings_27.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-yhHW006AaoI/ULS6Tj7sjAI/AAAAAAAAAJM/Sf-CZc_hrr0/s1600/advent.jpg


 Option #1 

Week One: Mary, the angel, and some very exciting news! 

You will need: Bible, nativity figures or some other representation of Mary and an angel, advent wreath , 
candles, and lighter/matches 

Read Luke 1:26-38 

Light the first candle. 

During the reading, point out to your child which of the characters are Mary and the angel, allowing them to 
hold the figures. 

Questions for review and reflection: 

Who brought the good news to Mary? 

How do you think Mary felt? (Surprised, worried, happy, scared, sad?) 

What do you think if would be like if an angel showed up in your room to give you a message? How 
would you feel? 

What was the very exciting news that the angel brought to Mary? 

What exciting news does God want us to share this Christmas season? 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for the good news of Jesus' birth! Please help us to wait as expectantly as 
Mary did for the coming of your Son. May we always remember the true message of Christmas, and share 
that message with others through our words and deeds this Christmas Season! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Option #2 

First Advent Candle Reading 

Turn off most of the lights in the room.  
SAY: God made some promises to his people a very long time ago. He promised that they would never be 
alone, that he would protect them and give them a future. But the greatest promise of all was that he would 
send someone to save them. So God’s people waited for the promise to come true. They waited for a Sav-
iour. They waited, and waited, and waited some more. The people who shared God’s promises with his peo-
ple were called “prophets”. One prophet, named Isaiah, had this to say: 

“But the Lord will still give you proof. A virgin is pregnant; she will have a son and will name him Immanu-
el.” (Isaiah 7:14 CEV) 

ASK: Do you know what pregnant means? It means to have a baby. So the promise from God that Isaiah 
shared was that a young woman was going to have a baby boy. 

As you light the first purple candle, teach your children the following line. It will show up each week. SAY to-
gether: 

God’s people waited for the promise to come true. 

SAY: Another prophet had this message from God: 

“Bethlehem Ephrath, you are one of the smallest towns in the nation of Judah. But the Lord will choose one 
of your people to rule the nation – someone whose family goes back to ancient times.” (Micah 5:2 CEV) 

ASK: Have you heard of Bethlehem? That’s where Jesus was born! Different prophets told us that God prom-
ised that in Bethlehem a baby boy would be born. A baby boy that would be named Jesus and be the Saviour. 

ASK: Do you think that God was going to keep his promise? Yes! But it took a very long time. That’s why we’re 
only lighting one candle today. We have to wait to light all our candles, just like God’s people had to wait for 
their Saviour. 

Sing or listen to “O Come O Come Emmanuel”. (Your children probably won’t understand the lyrics, but they 
can understand the haunting melody that just oozes expectant waiting!) 

O Come O Come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel 

SAY: The people were waiting and waiting for their Saviour, and then finally they got to rejoice that God had 
kept his promise! What can we rejoice about today? 

FINAL PRAYER: Thank you God for keeping your promise to send a Saviour. Help us to wait for you this sea-
son, and to rejoice in what you do in our lives. Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzW_PmW-LzE

