
 
Big Idea: In a darkening world, we need wisdom we don’t possess.  
 
Daniel’s Darkening World 

 “In the ___________ year of King Cyrus of Persia…” (Daniel 10:1) 

 The 70 years of ___________  were finally ______________ ! (Sort of) But 

God’s people were still exiles.  

 

 

1) The Messenger 

 ________________  Power 

 ___________________  Presence 

 Application: To wisely navigate the darkest moments of our lives, we need 

to encounter God’s power and presence. 

 

 

2) The Message: It’s going to get a lot ___________  before it gets any 

____________. 
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 Daniel 11:2-4 – The rise of _______________  the Great 

 Daniel 11:5-20 – The history of ___________  and ___________ (the King 

of the North vs. the King of the South) 

 Daniel 11:21-35 – The darkest reign to ___________ (Antiochus 

_______________  IV) 

 Daniel 11:36-45 – The deeper darkness ___________ to come 

 

 

3) The Meaning 

 The wise will cultivate ________________   

 The wise will cling to ___________   

 
Let’s be buoyed by the hope of the only wise king who was resilient to the point 
of death for our sake! 

 

1. What areas of your life feel clouded by the darkness of sin, anxiety, or 
suffering? What could it look like to invite God’s staggering power and 
strengthening presence into that darkness? 
2. The Bible tells us that this world is dark and its going to get darker. It will 
increasingly require resilience for God's people to live wisely as his follow-
ers. How can you cultivate this resilience in your own life? If you’re a par-
ent, how can you cultivate resilience in your children? 
3. Resilience in the face of darkness only comes as we cling to hope. Con-
sider Daniel 12:1-4 and the hope of the resurrection. What practical things 
could you do to strengthen your hope in this future?  
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