
Comparing the Old Covenant (with Israel through the Law of Moses) and the New 

Covenant: Jeremiah 31.31-32 

1. What is the same? 

A. Same ____________: God’s Grace Through ________  

 Old Testament believers look _________ by faith to Jesus (Romans 4.2-6,  
 Habakkuk 2.4) 

 New Testament believers look ___________ by faith to Jesus.         
(Galatians 3.11) 

B. Same _________: God’s Glory Through ______  

 God summarizing the heart of the Law of Moses: Deuteronomy 6.5-6 

 God summarizing the heart of the new covenant in Jesus: Romans 13.8, 
Galatians 5.14 

 Both covenants have the same purpose: 1 Peter 2.9-10 

 

 

2. What is different? 

A. Better __________: God’s _____________  

 Old covenant: blessings for ____________, curses for ______________       
(Deuteronomy 11.26-28) 

 Blessing for Israel: prosperity as a nation, remaining in the Promised 
Land 

 Curses for Israel: suffering as a nation, being removed from the 
Promised Land 

 New covenant: eternal life with God and unconditional forgiveness 
(Jeremiah 31.34-37) 

 Based on Jesus’ obedience and righteousness, not ours                      
(Hebrews 9.15, 10.9-14) 
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B. Better ____________: God’s ________  

 We need more than a new  ______  

 We need a new ________: Jeremiah 31.33, Ezekiel 36.25-27,           

Galatians 5.24-27 

Run John run, the _____ commands, but gives us neither feet nor hands 

Far better news the ________ brings; it bids us fly and gives us wings  

     - John Bunyan 

 
3. What is our relation to the old and new covenants? 

 We are under the new covenant, not the old! (Hebrews 8.7-13) 

 The problem is not the law, it is our sinful heart/nature (Romans 7.7, 12; 
Romans 8.3, 4) 

 Why then the old covenant’s law of Moses? 

It __________  (Galatians 3.19) 

It ___________ (Galatians 3.24-25) 

       We are not under _____ but under ________ (Romans 6.14) 

 But that does not mean we are no longer called to obedience!  

 We obey Jesus’ commands by abiding in His love (John 14.15, 15.5; 
 Galatians 5.16, 22-23) 

“Grace is not opposed to effort, but to earning. Earning is an __________, effort 

is ________. Without effort, we would be nowhere.”  - Dallas Willard 

  

 

 

 1. Is there a difference between the way people in the Old Testament were 
saved from how people in the New Testament were saved?  

 2. What better promise and provision does God offer in the new covenant, 
according to Jeremiah 31.31-34? (Read also Ezekiel 36.25-27) How did Jesus 
fulfill these promises and provisions? 

 3. Read Dallas Willard’s quote above. What do you think he meant by that? 
What does it look like, as a follower of Jesus, to put in effort without trying 
to earn God’s favor, love or acceptance?  
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