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Elder Board 

Looking Back (July 2019 – June 2020) 

We praise God as Chad, Iris and Andrew Hammond, Linda Hansen and Destiny Jackson expressed their faith in Jesus 
through baptism! 

We grieved the loss but celebrated the life of Alex Henry (1994-2019). 

We also dedicated three children to Jesus this year: Maggie Elliott, Leeland Smithwick and Cleo Turner. 

God united two couples in marriage: Ray and Kamrie Smith (July 13th, 2019), and Adrian and Sonya Gomez (August 
17th ,2019). 

We began missionary partnership and support of Drew and Claire Dickson and family with Solid Rock Bible 
Camp, Dave and Linda Flamm with Arctic Barnabas, Anna Martin with YWAM and Rachel Rehbein with Solid 
Rock, and Safe Families, a ministry to hurting families. We were also blessed to bless numerous needs in the 
community through Love, INC and our benevolent fund. In total, our church gave over $70,000 to missions this past 
year, praise the Lord! 

After a long, faith-building search, we found a Family Pastor! We have been so blessed to have Ross Skjold, his wife 
Monica, their son Micah (and another, soon on the way!) join our church family! We sadly say goodbye to our Youth 
Director, Robbie Smithwick, but excitedly send he and his family to Palmer where he will launch a new ministry as 
Worship Director at Lazy Mountain Bible Church. 

Pastor Ross helped us launch a new adult class called “Foundations”, teaching in the spring semester “How to Study 
the Bible” on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. This fall we will begin the next class, walking through an 
overview of the Old Testament. Cherie & Josh Taylor led “Financial Peace University.” 

We experienced the strangest stretch of our church’s history, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, moving to online 
services and suspending all physical gatherings for two months. We upgraded doors, windows and Sonshine Park, our 
children’s ministries area. 

Looking Forward 

Staff: This year we are looking to hire a full-time youth pastor. Daniel Mangione is candidating for the role! Let’s be in 
prayer together for this process! 

Preaching: Pastors Justin and Ross will be finishing our series through the book of Matthew in October. In 
November (Mission month) we will preach through a short series on discipleship and its centrality to the Great 
Commission. In December we will have a Christmas series. In January 2021, we will launch a new series on Paul’s 
letters to Timothy, focusing on discipleship. 

Gospel-Centered Community, Reproducing Disciples: We will continue our focus on developing community 
groups and their leaders, and implementing the concept of discipleship triangles. We also hope to continue to disciple 
our children as we develop a vision in curriculum and discipleship, and train leaders to disciple them well! 

*Elders currently on the board: Drew Dickson, Dave Flamm, Justin Franchino, Paul Peterson 
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Nominated: Ross Skjold, Scott Franchino, Blair Martin 

*Elders currently not on the board: Allen Clinton, Brad Zubeck 

Resigned as elder: Jon Thornton 

*We are adjusting the language in our by-laws to distinguish those served on the “elder board” (attending our regularly 
scheduled elder meetings and voting on decisions) from qualified elders who are still “eldering” (servant leading our 
Body in various ways) but are not attending and voting at the meetings. Elders can serve two consecutive three-year 
terms on the board, then are asked to take a one year break minimum before returning 

 

 

Deaconing Team 

Our deacons are: Chuck Anderson, Deanna Cashman, Liane Glick, Robert Glick, Shawn Holly, April Kidder, Sue 
Kidder, Francie Martin, Doug Nightingale, Maggie Peterson, and Kim Webb. As a group, we gather once a month 
and are overseen by elder Drew Dickson. 

Being connected as a church family is very important to us and being ready to serve where we can, is best attained 
when we are in communication on a regular basis. With the growth we have experienced in our congregation the past 
year, this is especially important. Meeting monthly keeps us best informed of: 

• Upcoming babies 
• Families who can be blessed by meals 
• Prayer needs and praises 
• Cards for people/families that are going through challenging times and need encouragement, or a card of 

congratulations and celebration. 
• Anything going on with the facilities that need attention 
• Decorating team 
• Setting up church work days 
• Anything else we need to talk about as a group 

Looking forward, as our church family has rapidly grown, we would like to also grow the Deacon/Deaconess team. 
There are several ministries that have room for more hands and feet. Meals, decorators, greeters before both Sunday 
morning worship, cards, coffee clean-up, handyman/maintenance talent… 

We aren’t all about meetings and just talking about work either… Drew Dickson leads us through a devotion and time 
of prayer that is encouraging and meaningful, truths we can be reminded of and apply to our lives. We come together 
under the name of Jesus, to encourage each other and just BE together. A gathering of believers to work for His 
Kingdom!! 

Liane Glick 
Deaconing Team 
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Sunday Morning Corporate Worship 

One of the very obvious ways the pandemic affected our church body was the loss of corporate worship. We have 
come to appreciate in a new way the power of the presence of God in His people when they lift their voices together 
in worship of Him. We are so thankful for those who lovingly and thoughtfully lead us so well each week. Jason 
Battiest joined the team as a worship leader this year. We had new vocalists and band members: Anna Toews, Kirk 
and Cora Kibling, Hannah Buyse, Jill Franchino and Mike Moustakis. 

 

This Christmas Eve, we celebrated the birth of Jesus with a Children’s Musical. What a delightful and refreshing 
worship experience these precious children presented! Under the leadership of Bridgit Gillis and Carmen Franchino, a 
whole team of people came together to produce two performances of “Christmas Means Jesus to Me.” It takes so 
many people to pull off something like this. And always, working together for a common goal gives space for 
relationships to form, new ways to use our gifts and growth in the ways we love each other! The team consisted of 
Mindy Lorring and Anna Toews (Choreography); April Kidder (Drama); Monica Gustaveson and Jackie Smith 
(Costumes); Dani Anderson and Robert Glick (Set Design) and huge support from our Children’s team! 

Normally a second post in our worship rhythms is Easter. This Easter, as with everything else, we a unique 
experience. For the first time, we had on-line Good Friday and Easter services. In many ways, experiencing normal 
events in a new way brings a more poignant experience. No matter the method, the message remains the same – Jesus 
died for our sins and was resurrected on the third day, hallelujah! 

As we slowly emerge from lock-down, we are getting our legs back under us as a team. Please pray for energy and 
guidance as the team comes back together to lead our corporate worship times. 

Serving joyfully, 
Carmen Franchino 
Worship Coordinator 

 

Family Ministries 

Community Groups  

This past year we saw two new iterations of the Welcome Home Group (one in the Fall of 2019 and one in the Spring 
of 2020). Through this avenue, several families were able to take a tangible step toward greater fellowship with the 
body at Peninsula Grace. Further, we saw three additional community groups form (Dicksons, Franchinos, and 
Walls). We held our first Community Group leader training/get together in November 2019. And while the COVID-
19 situation certainly negatively affected our ability to live out the normal rhythms of community group life, many 
groups continued to thrive while social distancing.  

Looking forward, we plan to establish a regular rhythm of community group leader trainings/meetings twice a 
semester. We pray God will allow us to add 3-4 new groups. For this to happen we will need to identify, train, and 
empower new leaders for those groups. We also plan to continue to provide an on-ramp into community through the 
Welcome Home Group. Leadership development and disciple-making relationships will be an emphasis in our 
community group ministry this year.  

Grace and peace,  

Ross Skjold  
Family Pastor  
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Children’s Ministries 

Looking Back 

• VBS – We had an awesome week with a great turn out of kids and team members! 
• Park Days – moms and kiddos regularly gathered for fellowship and fun. During the summer we met at 

Soldotna Creek and in the winter, we met in Sonshine Park.  
• More Team Members – we saw a handful of new folks join the Grace Kids team as teachers and/or helpers 

this year. Thankful for God’s provision. We still have need for a few folks to help out with our elementary 
age kids during second service and nursery during both services on Wednesday evenings. Hectic summer 
schedules and COVID-19 concerns only enhance these needs. 

• Christmas Musical - our kids had a great time pulling together for “Jesus Means Christmas to Me!” We’re 
also thankful to all the parents who helped put this together. 

• Grace Kids Outreach Events - Beginning in November Dani Andersen led multiple outreach/service 
projects for our kids and families. It was wonderful to see our kids serving neighbors in need! 

• Fall Family Event – this celebration was fun for the whole family. We had a great time recapping the lessons 
from the VBS (Roar! Life is Wild – God is Good).  

• Children’s Church – In December we switched our format for second service elementary age ministries. We 
now have a large group lesson and worship time (1st-5th graders) and then break into small groups for 
further discussion. 

• Sonshine Park Remodel – We are currently in the thick of a remodel of Sonshine park and hope to be 
completed by the end of June. Thanks to Robert Glick, Robbie Smithwick, Janel Elliot and Carmen 
Franchino for overseeing this project! 

Looking Forward 

• Sonshine Park Remodel – We hope to wrap this project up soon! 
• VBS – Rocky Railway: Jesus’ power pulls us through! (June 22-26) 
• New Team Members Needed – Especially needed is help with 4th-5th graders during second service and 

nursery on Wednesday nights.  

 

Dani Andersen and Janel Elliot 
Children’s Ministry Coordinators 
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Youth Group 

As with most summers in Alaska, rhythms change and Summer 2019 was no exception. In lieu of a weekly 
Wednesday night meeting, we had a game night and Bible study every other Sunday evening. And pizza! Thanks to 
the generosity of Pizza Boys!! The school year was kicked off with a trip to Anchorage for Fusion Alaska. Fusion is a 
state-wide youth conference featuring speakers, concerts, worship and break-out sessions. Our group stays at our 
sister church, Eagle River Grace Brethren. Each night we debrief the day, talking about our highs and lows and what 
we have learned. This year, our students were challenged in their thinking about worship and what they believe about 
the Bible. 

As our normal schedule resumed, we returned to our Wednesday night youth gatherings. Our over-arching goals 
for this year was to develop community and a love for the Word. Our youth director, Robbie Smithwick, 
encouraged the students to come to Wednesday Night Dinner and eat together. He encouraged our students to seek 
each other out at school and hang out at lunch. We studied through the book of John verse by verse. 

In March, anything normal was thrown out the window. Robbie announced his plan to move to Palmer, taking a new 
job as Worship Director at Lazy Mountain Bible Church. His last week was planned for the end of March. We had a 
lock-in March 11, which was a ton of fun with games, food and a game of Cardines! And then the pandemic hit. 
Everything stopped. Everything changed. School was cancelled. Youth Group was cancelled. Church was cancelled. 
Robbie’s move was delayed. As with the rest of the church, and the rest of the world, we turned to electronic 
solutions. We began meeting over Zoom. There was a limited response to that, but those who participated enjoyed 
the experience. We gathered for our first time in-person May 6 in the yard. The next week, we said our final goodbyes 
to Robbie and Cara. 

On May 24 we celebrated the Class of 2020, again not in the normal way. It was encouraging to hear the future plans 
of the seniors and that five of them have plans that include either Christian education or mission work! We are 
praising God for the way he is working in and through our students in spite of the crazy way their senior 
year ended. 

Looking ahead, we are in talks with a youth pastor candidate! This will be a full-time position and we are excited 
to see what God has in store for us this Fall. 

 

Serving with joy, 
 

Carmen Franchino 
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Adult Ministries 

Foundations Class  
In January 2020 we began our first Foundations Class. Over the course of 11 weeks we covered the essentials of 
Studying God’s Word. For the first half of the study we met in two different units, one on Sundays at 10:45am (led by 
Ross) and one on Wednesday’s at 6:30 (led by Justin). Our meetings of course were significantly disrupted by 
COVID-19 and we were forced to finish the study via Zoom meetings.  

Our prayer is that following this first edition of Foundations, we would be able to offer three additional courses 
covering three separate topics. Lord willing, in the fall of 2020 we will be launching a course on the history of God’s 
redemptive work in the Old Testament (similar to the His Story sermon series). This will be followed by the progress 
of redemption in the New Testament and a study of basic Christian theology. We pray that this series of studies will 
be used by God to equip the saints for the work of disciple-making and train leaders from within our body.  

Grace and peace,  

Ross Skjold  
Family Pastor 

Men's Ministry: 
Our men were encouraged to attend the Foundations class on Wednesday nights in lieu of a men-only study. 

David Lorrring has taken up the mantle of Men’s Breakfast—we hope to resume a monthly meeting in the future. 
 

Women of Grace:  
Bible Study: 

We completed the sixth year of our Wednesday Evening Women's Bible Study – prior to COVID 19 restrictions 
(second year with Cherie Taylor as the facilitator). We meet during the youth group/Kid's Discipleship time, upstairs 
in the Worship Center.  

This year we used a variety of material. Fall quarter we did a study on hospitality “Just Open the Door” by Jen 
Schmidt as well as a study called “It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way” by Lysa Terkeurst. After the first of the year, we 
studied the book of Titus with Chip Ingraham. We started “Perfect Love” by Lisa Harper but quit before we were 
able to finish. I feel like this has been a great time for the ladies of our church to start & continue deep relationships 
with other women as well as grow in their walks with Christ.  

Allen Clinton remains the elder that oversees our Women's Bible study, and offers advice and direction for us as 
needed. 

Events and Retreats: 

Throughout the school year on various weekends each month, the Women of Grace gathered at different homes for 
good food and even better conversation—a time to hear from their Sisters, pray together, plan together, laugh 
together, and press in to Jesus together. Once again this past year—our brunches alternated with a Ladies’ Night Out, 
including a bingo night with our sisters at the Freedom House. A tea was held in January & that along with some 
of the brunches was coordinated by Monica Gustaveson.  
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The retreat in October 2019—themed “Learning to Listen: Tuning Up, Out and In”. It was held at the Alaska 
Christian Retreat Center and we had roughly 30+ attendees. The center was a good venue with an overnight option. 
Meals were catered by Dinner’s Ready & Odie’s Deli. Our speaker was Diann Colburn and she did a wonderful job of 
teaching us how to Listen.  

This summer, Mindy Lorring is organizing weekly hikes for us to get out in community in God’s gorgeous world. 

Our 2020 retreat is still in the pre-discussion phase. Carmen and I have discussed a weekend class in January for 
our women put on by the Women of Grace USA (they are with the Charis Fellowship). We’ll keep you posted! 

 

Cherie Taylor 
Women’s Ministry Team 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We proclaim Him, admonishing everyone and teaching everyone 
 with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone complete in Christ.  

Colossians 1:28 


