🐑 Sermon Notes: Why Sheep Need a Shepherd – And How We Are Like Sheep
📖 Core Verse: John 10:11 (NKJV) —
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”
Introduction – The Shepherd and His Sheep
Throughout Scripture, God describes His people as sheep and Himself as the Shepherd.
This image reveals our need and His nature.
Without the Shepherd, sheep are lost, vulnerable, and helpless.
With the Shepherd, we find guidance, peace, and life.
1. Sheep Are Prone to Wander
📖 Isaiah 53:6 – “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way.”
· Sheep don’t rebel; they drift—one step, one distraction at a time.
· We wander from God’s path through temptation, distraction, or disobedience.
· Jesus told the parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4–7): the Shepherd leaves the ninety-nine to rescue the one.
🕊 Truth: Jesus came “to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
🕊 Application: When you drift, the Shepherd comes looking for you. He rejoices to bring you home.
· We are prone to wander, but Jesus is faithful to pursue.
2. Sheep Are Vulnerable and Defenseless
📖 1 Peter 5:8 – “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion…”
· Sheep have no natural defense—they depend on the shepherd’s rod and staff for protection.
· Spiritually, we face a real enemy who seeks to destroy our peace and faith.
· Psalm 23:4 reminds us: “Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”
🕊 Truth: The Shepherd defends us from dangers we cannot see.
🕊 Application: When fear rises, remember—you are not alone; the Shepherd is near.
· Without the Shepherd, we are defenseless, but with Him, we are secure.
3. Sheep Are Not So Wise – They Need Guidance
📖 Proverbs 14:12 – “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.”
· Sheep will graze the same field until it’s barren or follow each other into danger.
· We too repeat sinful habits and follow the crowd without thinking.
· Psalm 23:3 – “He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”
🕊 Truth: The Shepherd knows where the green pastures and still waters are.
🕊 Application: Stay close enough to hear His voice. Let His Word and Spirit lead you.
· We need the Shepherd’s guidance because our own wisdom leads to destruction.
4. Sheep Are Dependent on Their Caregiver
📖 Psalm 23:1 – “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”
· Sheep can’t clean, feed, or protect themselves. They need constant care.
· We depend on God for everything—life, breath, direction, peace.
· John 15:5 – “Without Me you can do nothing.”
🕊 Truth: Dependence on the Shepherd is not weakness—it’s wisdom.
🕊 Application: True satisfaction and peace come only when we rely completely on Christ.
· We are not meant to live self-sufficiently, but shepherd-sufficiently.
5. The Shepherd’s Sacrifice
📖 John 10:11 – “The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”
· The Shepherd didn’t send someone else; He came Himself.
· Jesus died on the cross to save His wandering sheep—you and me.
· Because He laid down His life, we are found, forgiven, and forever secure.
🕊 Truth: The cross proves the Shepherd’s love for His sheep.
🕊 Application: When guilt or fear whispers, “You’re too lost,” remember—the Shepherd already found you.
· The Good Shepherd gave His life so His sheep could live.
Conclusion – The Comfort of His Care
We need a Shepherd because we are like sheep:
🐑 prone to wander
🐑 vulnerable to harm
🐑 unwise and dependent
But the Good Shepherd—Jesus Christ—never fails to guide, guard, and give grace.
He knows you by name. He restores your soul. He walks with you in every valley.
📖 Psalm 23:6 – “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”
✍️ Final Reflection:
· Have I been wandering from the Shepherd’s path?
· Am I trusting His guidance daily?
· Do I rest in His protection and provision?

