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Main Idea
Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd who knows us, leads us, and laid down His life to save us. Because we are like sheep who wander, we must learn to trust, follow, and find hope, peace, and joy in Him.

I. The Shepherd’s Role in the Bible
· The Hebrew word ra‘ah means “to feed or tend.”
· The Greek word poimēn means “one who cares for and protects the flock.”
· A shepherd’s job was to lead, feed, and guard the sheep.
📖 Psalm 23:1 — “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.”
Answer:
A shepherd is a leader, provider, and protector of the flock.

II. Jesus Fulfills the Shepherd’s Role
📖 John 10:11 — “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”
1. He Lays Down His Life – Jesus gave His life on the cross for us.
→ John 10:11; 1 Peter 2:24–25
2. He Knows His Sheep – “I know My sheep, and am known by My own.”
→ Jesus knows our name, our needs, and our hearts.
John 10:14; Psalm 23:2–3
3. He Calls One Flock – “There will be one flock and one shepherd.”
→ Jesus unites Jews and Gentiles, making one family in Him.
John 10:16; Ephesians 2:14–16
4. He Is the Risen Shepherd – “I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”
→ Because Jesus rose, He gives us eternal life and security.
John 10:17–18; Hebrews 13:20; John 10:28
Answer:
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who gave His life and took it up again.

III. Why We Need a Shepherd
📖 Isaiah 53:6 — “All we like sheep have gone astray…”
1. We are prone to wander.
→ We easily drift into sin and self-reliance.
2. We are defenseless.
→ Without Christ, we are vulnerable to temptation, fear, and the enemy.
Matthew 9:36; 1 Peter 5:8
3. We are restless.
→ Only the Shepherd’s presence gives peace and rest.
Psalm 23:2–3; Matthew 11:28–29
Answer:
Without a shepherd, sheep are wandering, defenseless, and restless.

IV. What the Good Shepherd Provides
1. Hope – “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me…”
→ Jesus gives confidence for the future.
Psalm 23:6; 1 Peter 1:3
2. Peace – “He leads me beside the still waters.”
→ Jesus gives calm for the present.
John 14:27; Philippians 4:7
3. Joy – “My cup runs over.”
→ Jesus gives contentment and gladness that last forever.
John 15:11; Galatians 5:22
Answer:
In Christ we find hope, peace, and joy for our souls.

V. Our Response to the Shepherd
📖 John 10:27 — “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
1. Trust Him – Make the Lord your Shepherd (Psalm 23:1; Proverbs 3:5).
2. Rest in His Peace – Cast your cares on Him (1 Peter 5:7).
3. Follow His Voice – Obey His Word and Spirit daily (John 10:27).
4. Care for Others – Share His love with the lost and hurting (John 10:16; Matthew 28:19–20).
Answer:
Our response: Trust Him, Rest in Him, Follow Him, and Care for Others.

Conclusion – “Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us”
Jesus doesn’t abandon His flock. He laid down His life and rose again to guide us safely home.
He calls each of us: “Come to Me… return to Me… follow Me.”
If you are lost, He wants to find you.
If you are hurting, He wants to heal you.
If you are weary, He wants to give you rest.
📖 Psalm 23:6 — “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”

✝️ Reflection
· Where do you need the Shepherd’s guidance most right now?
· How can you help someone else hear the Shepherd’s voice this week?

📜 Memory Verse
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”
— John 10:11 (NKJV)

