📖 Congregation Notes 
Called From the Table
Mark 2:13–17 (NKJV)

I. The Call of Grace (v.13–14)
Key Truth: Jesus sees more than our past — He sees our potential in Him.
· Jesus was teaching by the sea — multitudes were coming.
· He saw Levi (not just noticed him, but perceived him with understanding).
· Levi was a tax collector.
· Tax collectors were viewed as traitors and sinners/outcasts.
· Jesus said, “Follow Me.”
· Levi immediately arose (left everything) and followed Him.
📌 Application:
Jesus calls us to leave behind whatever defines us apart from Him — sin, reputation, comfort, or control.

II. The Table of Transformation (v.15)
Key Truth: Grace invites sinners before it transforms sinners.
· Levi hosted a great feast/dinner in his house.
· Many tax collectors and sinners were present.
· In Jewish culture, eating together meant acceptance and fellowship.
· Levi didn’t hide his faith — he invited his friends to meet Jesus.
📌 Application:
A changed life becomes a witnessing life.

III. The Criticism of Religion (v.16)
Key Truth: Religion avoids sinners. Jesus pursues them.
· The scribes and Pharisees questioned Jesus.
· They asked, “Why does He eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
· They saw contamination.
· Jesus saw mission and mercy.
📌 Reflection:
The Pharisees separated themselves from sinners.
Jesus moved toward them with truth and grace.

IV. The Mission of the Messiah (v.17)
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick…”
· Jesus calls Himself the Physician (Healer).
· The spiritually sick are those who recognize their sinfulness and need.
· Jesus did not come to call the self-righteous, but sinners to repentance.
· Repentance means a change of mind that leads to a change of life.
📌 Gospel Truth:
We are all spiritually sick apart from Christ (Romans 3:23).

V. How This Points to the Cross
· Jesus ate with sinners — but later He died for sinners.
· He took our sin and guilt upon Himself.
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 — He became sin for us.
· The table in Levi’s house foreshadows the Last Supper and ultimately the Cross.
At the table, He identified with sinners.
At the Cross, He substituted Himself for sinners.

❤️ Personal Response
1. Have I responded to Jesus’ call to follow Him?
2. Am I inviting others to the table of grace?
3. Have I truly repented and trusted in Christ alone for salvation?

✝️ Final Thought
Levi left a tax booth
and later wrote a Gospel.
Grace doesn’t just forgive your past —
it rewrites your future.
The same Jesus who said,
“Follow Me,”
is still calling today.

