WHO DOES GOD SAY I AM?
The Issue of Identity — Congregation Notes
Primary Text: 2 Corinthians 5:17
Theme: My identity is not determined by my past, my performance, other people's opinions, or the culture around me. My true identity is found in Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

1. EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR AN IDENTITY
The world tells us we are defined by:
· What we accomplish
· What we own
· What people think about us
· Our career, appearance, popularity, feelings, successes, or failures
But Scripture teaches that the believer's deepest identity is found in Christ.
Key Truth:
Don't allow the world to put a label on what Jesus has redeemed.

2. WHO DEFINES YOU?
There is a difference between:
· Something that happened to you and who you are.
· Something you did and who Christ has made you.
Your past may be part of your testimony, but it does not have to be your identity.

3. PERFORMANCE DOES NOT DETERMINE MY IDENTITY
Romans 3:24 — We are “justified freely by His grace.”
· I don't obey Jesus so He will love me.
· I obey Jesus because He has loved me.
· I don't serve Him to become His child.
· I serve Him because through faith in Christ I am His child.
Remember:
Grace is the root. Obedience is the fruit.

4. DON'T LOOK WITHIN — LOOK TO CHRIST
The world says:
“Follow your heart.”
God's Word says:
Jeremiah 17:9 — “The heart is deceitful above all things…”
Look to:
Christ — His Cross — His Resurrection — His Promises — His Word
Biblical identity means:
I will see myself the way God sees me.

5. GRACE TELLS ME THE TRUTH
Apart from Christ: I am helpless.
John 15:5 — “Without Me you can do nothing.”
In Christ: I have been forgiven, redeemed, adopted, accepted, made alive, given the Holy Spirit, and brought near to God.
Grace protects us from two extremes:
“I'm worthless.” ← Grace says I have been redeemed.
“I'm everything.” ← Grace says everything I have comes from God.

6. MY PAST DOES NOT DEFINE ME
2 Corinthians 5:17 — “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
I am not remodeled.
I am not patched up.
I am not spiritually repainted.
I AM A NEW CREATION.
“That may be where I came from, but that isn't who I am anymore.”

7. DOING FLOWS FROM BEING
Ephesians 2:10 — “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.”
Identity precedes activity.
Being precedes doing.
Grace precedes obedience.
Salvation precedes service.
An apple tree doesn't produce apples to become an apple tree. It produces apples because it is an apple tree.
Likewise, we don't produce godly fruit to earn our identity. Godly fruit flows from who Christ has made us.

8. WHO DOES GOD SAY I AM?
In Christ:
1. I am a child of God — John 1:12
2. I am connected to the True Vine — John 15:1, 5
3. I am a friend of Jesus — John 15:15
4. I am justified and redeemed — Romans 3:24
5. I am no longer a slave to sin — Romans 6:6
6. I am free from condemnation — Romans 8:1
7. I have been set free — Romans 8:2
8. I am an heir with Christ — Romans 8:17
9. I am accepted by Christ — Romans 15:7
10. I am called to be a saint — 1 Corinthians 1:2
11. The Holy Spirit dwells in me — 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19
12. I am a new creation — 2 Corinthians 5:17
13. I have been made righteous in Christ — 2 Corinthians 5:21
14. I am no longer a slave, but a child and heir — Galatians 4:7
15. I have been set free in Christ — Galatians 5:1
16. I am blessed with every spiritual blessing — Ephesians 1:3
17. I am chosen, holy, and blameless in Christ — Ephesians 1:4
18. I am redeemed and forgiven — Ephesians 1:7
19. I am sealed with the Holy Spirit — Ephesians 1:13
20. I have been made alive with Christ — Ephesians 2:4–5
21. I am God's workmanship — Ephesians 2:10
22. I have been brought near by Christ's blood — Ephesians 2:13
23. I am part of the body of Christ — Ephesians 3:6
24. I have confident access to God — Ephesians 3:12
25. I am light in the Lord — Ephesians 5:8
26. I am a citizen of heaven — Philippians 3:20
27. God's peace guards my heart and mind — Philippians 4:7
28. God supplies my needs — Philippians 4:19
29. I am complete in Christ — Colossians 2:10
30. My life is hidden with Christ in God — Colossians 3:3
31. Christ is my life — Colossians 3:4
32. I am chosen, holy, and beloved — Colossians 3:12

THREE VOICES COMPETING FOR MY IDENTITY
The world says:
“You are what you accomplish.”
My past says:
“You are what you have done.”
Jesus says:
“YOU BELONG TO ME.”

PERSONAL APPLICATION
1. Am I being defined more by the world or by the Word?
2. Do I see myself the way God sees me?
3. Which truths about my identity in Christ do I struggle to believe?
4. Am I allowing my past to define something Jesus has redeemed?
5. Does the way I live reflect who I am in Christ?

REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE
I belong to Jesus Christ.
Because I belong to Jesus:
· My past has been forgiven.
· My chains have been broken.
· My condemnation has been removed.
· My relationship with God has been restored.
· My future has been secured.
· My identity has been changed.
FINAL TRUTH
I will not allow the world to define what Jesus has already redeemed.
I KNOW WHO I AM BECAUSE I KNOW WHOSE I AM.

