WHEN NATIONS SHAKE BUT GOD REMAINS
Texts: Matthew 24:6–8 • Ezekiel 38:5 • Psalm 46
Flat Rock Baptist Church
Mission: Love • Go • Know • Share

INTRODUCTION
Many believers ask when global conflicts increase:
“Is this the beginning of the end?”
The Bible teaches that wars and turmoil will increase before the return of Christ, but believers are called to respond with faith instead of fear.
Matthew 24:6
“You will hear of wars and rumors of wars… see that you are not troubled.”

I. JESUS SAID WARS WOULD COME — BUT THE END IS NOT YET
Matthew 24:6–8
Jesus warned that the world would experience:
• Wars
• Rumors of wars
• Nation against nation
• Kingdom against kingdom
These are described as “birth pains.”
Key Truth
Birth pains mean something is coming, but they do not mean the end has already arrived.
Jesus tells believers:
Do not be troubled.
Our peace is not based on world stability but on Christ’s sovereignty.

II. PERSIA IN BIBLICAL PROPHECY
Ezekiel 38:5
“Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them.”
Persia refers to the ancient nation that geographically corresponds to modern-day Iran.
This is why many Christians watch events involving Iran and Israel carefully.
However:
Not every conflict involving Persia automatically fulfills prophecy.
The prophecy in Ezekiel describes:
• A coalition of nations
• A direct invasion of Israel
• God’s supernatural intervention
• The nations recognizing God’s holiness

III. THE PURPOSE OF PROPHECY
Biblical prophecy is not given primarily for prediction but for preparation.
Prophecy is meant to:
• Strengthen faith
• Encourage watchfulness
• Motivate holy living
• Urge believers to share the Gospel

IV. WHAT GLOBAL CONFLICT REMINDS US
Psalm 46:1–2
“God is our refuge and strength… therefore we will not fear.”
When nations shake, believers remember:
1. The world is unstable.
2. God’s kingdom is unshakable.
3. Human governments cannot bring lasting peace.
4. Christ’s return is closer than before.
5. The church’s mission is urgent.

V. OUR RESPONSE AS THE CHURCH
Flat Rock Baptist Church exists to:
LOVE
Show compassion and care for people who are fearful and searching.
GO
Take the Gospel beyond the church walls.
KNOW
Grow deeper in the truth of God’s Word.
SHARE
Proclaim Jesus boldly in a broken world.
When the world trembles, the church must become stronger in mission.

VI. DO NOT CONFUSE SIGNS WITH THE SAVIOR
Matthew 24:44
“Therefore you also be ready.”
Jesus did not command us to:
• Predict dates
• Panic over headlines
• Speculate endlessly
Jesus commands us to:
Be ready.
Spiritual readiness means:
• Being saved
• Living holy
• Serving faithfully
• Sharing the Gospel

PERSONAL APPLICATION
Ask yourself:
Am I ready if Christ returns today?
Have I trusted Jesus as my Savior?
Am I living a life that honors Him?
Am I helping others find hope in Christ?

FINAL TRUTH
When nations shake,
God remains.
When the world trembles,
Christ reigns.
Our hope is not in political stability but in the return of Jesus Christ.

