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INTRODUCTION
Mercy means:
Compassion, leniency, or restraint in withholding punishment.
This passage is not just about a hand.
It is about a heart.
It is about what happens when mercy walks into the room.
When Jesus steps into the middle of something,
nothing stays the same.

I. THE ROOM
A PLACE OF WORSHIP OR A PLACE OF WATCHING?
(Mark 3:1–2)
The synagogue was meant to be:
• A place of prayer
• A place of Scripture
• A place of community
But on this day it became a courtroom.
“They watched Him closely.”
They were not watching to worship.
They were watching to accuse.
Religion without relationship turns worship into
surveillance and criticism.

II. THE MAN
WITHERED BUT PRESENT
(Mark 3:1)
The word “withered” means:
Dried up, lifeless, or paralyzed.
The man likely felt:
• Limited
• Ashamed
• Unable to provide fully
Yet he still came to the synagogue.
Jesus always notices the withered and broken.

III. JESUS CALLS THE BROKEN FORWARD
(Mark 3:3)
Jesus said:
“Step forward.”
Healing often begins when we step out of
hiding and pride.
Pride keeps us withered.
But exposure invites
restoration and healing.

IV. THE QUESTION THAT EXPOSES HEARTS
(Mark 3:4)
Jesus asked:
“Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or evil,
to save life or to kill?”
Neutrality is not possible.
Silence in the face of mercy reveals
a hardened heart.

V. THE EMOTION OF JESUS
(Mark 3:5)
Jesus was:
Angry at sin and religious hardness.
Grieved by their stubborn hearts.
Jesus is not angry at your weakness.
He is grieved by hearts that reject grace.

VI. THE COMMAND OF FAITH
(Mark 3:5)
Jesus said:
“Stretch out your hand.”
Faith often acts before we feel strength.
Jesus does not partially fix us — He
fully restores us.

VII. OUR MISSION
LOVE • GO • KNOW • SHARE
LOVE
We love because Christ loved us first.
Love chooses people over preferences.

GO
Jesus moved toward the broken and hurting.
The church must move toward the lost and hurting.

KNOW
The Pharisees knew the law,
but they did not know the heart of God.
Knowledge without compassion becomes
cold religion.

SHARE
If Jesus has restored you,
share your testimony and the gospel.

VIII. THE COST OF MERCY
(Mark 3:6)
“They plotted how they might destroy Him.”
Mercy threatens religious control and pride.
Obedience matters more than
comfort or approval.

PALM SUNDAY CONNECTION
On Palm Sunday the crowds cried:
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”
There were two groups:
1. Worshipers
2. Watchers
The difference is the condition of the
heart.

EASTER CONNECTION
The man stretched out his hand.
But later Jesus stretched out His hands on the cross.
Because of Easter:
• Mercy defeated sin
• Grace defeated guilt
• Love defeated death

FINAL QUESTION
Will you be a watcher
or a worshiper?
Jesus still says:
“Stretch out your hand.”

PERSONAL RESPONSE
Where do you need mercy today?



