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Introduction: From Waters to Wilderness — Glory, then Grit
· Mark presents Jesus as both Son and Servant.
· His ministry begins not with miracles, but with obedience.
· After divine affirmation comes spiritual opposition — Baptism → Approval → Wilderness → Assault.
· Jesus identifies with us (solidarity) and succeeds for us (substitution).
➡️ We are called to follow Him in obedience and fight temptation in His strength.

I. The Obedience of Christ – Jesus’ Baptism (Mark 1:9–11a)
A. Setting and Significance
· Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee — an obscure place — to the Jordan River, a place of repentance.
· God often forms His servants in quiet places before public moments.
“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much.” – Luke 16:10
B. Why Was Jesus Baptized?
1. To Fulfill All Righteousness (Matthew 3:15)
· Jesus had no sin, but He fulfilled the Father’s will to identify with sinners.
· This shows His active obedience—He kept the law perfectly for us. (Romans 5:19; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
2. To Stand in Solidarity
· Jesus stood where sinners stand, pointing ahead to the cross where He’d take our place.
· The Savior doesn’t save from a distance—He steps into our need.
3. To Show the True Israel
· Israel failed in the wilderness; Jesus, the True Israel, obeyed perfectly.
C. The Meaning of His Baptism
· “Baptized” = to immerse, to identify completely.
· Symbol of total surrender to the Father’s mission.
· It foreshadows His death and resurrection — stepping into judgment for us.
D. Life Application
✅ Obedience comes before platform.
✅ Baptism is a public declaration of belonging to God. (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4)
✅ We rest in Christ’s righteousness, not our own. (Ephesians 1:6)

II. The Father’s Approval and the Spirit’s Anointing (Mark 1:10–11)
A. The Heavens Torn Open
· God tore the heavens (v.10) showing access is now open.
· Bookend: Heaven opens here; the temple veil tears at the cross. (Mark 15:38)
B. The Spirit Descending Like a Dove
· The Spirit anoints Jesus for His mission — Prophet, Priest, and King.
· Echo of creation (Genesis 1:2): the Spirit hovers over new creation in Christ.
· Jesus ministers in the power of the Spirit, showing us dependence on God. (Luke 4:1,14,18)
C. The Father’s Voice
“You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”
· Psalm 2:7 + Isaiah 42:1 = Royal Son and Suffering Servant.
· Trinity revealed: Father (voice), Son (obedience), Spirit (power).
· In Christ, the Father now says to us: “Beloved, well-pleasing.” (Ephesians 1:6; Romans 8:1)
D. Life Application
✅ Ministry flows from identity, not insecurity.
✅ Seek Spirit-filled obedience; power follows surrender.
✅ Hear God’s voice before you face Satan’s lies.

III. The Test in the Wilderness – Victory over Temptation (Mark 1:12–13)
A. The Spirit Drove Him
· The Spirit drove (ἐκβάλλει) Jesus into the wilderness.
· Obedience can lead to battle, not comfort. (1 Peter 4:12–13)
B. The Setting
· Forty days = testing (like Israel’s 40 years).
· With wild beasts = danger and isolation.
· Jesus, the Second Adam, overcomes where the first Adam failed.
C. Satan’s Strategy
· “If You are the Son…” – attacks identity first.
· Three temptations (cf. Matthew 4; Luke 4):
1. Bread without trust – fleshly appetite (Deut. 8:3)
2. Spectacle without submission – pride (Deut. 6:16)
3. Crown without cross – compromise (Deut. 6:13)
D. Jesus’ Victory
· He fights with Scripture: “It is written…”
· Victory comes through Spirit-filled obedience and truth. (Ephesians 6:17)
· Jesus never sinned – He is the spotless Lamb and Second Adam. (Hebrews 4:15; Romans 5:18–19)
E. The Father’s Care
· Angels ministered to Him afterward. (Matthew 4:11)
· Relief follows testing; presence of trial ≠ absence of God.
F. Life Application
✅ Expect tests after triumphs.
✅ Fight lies with lines of Scripture.
✅ God provides a way of escape. (1 Corinthians 10:13)
✅ Run to your High Priest for grace. (Hebrews 4:15–16)

Four Key Takeaways
	Truth
	Application

	1. Rest in Christ’s righteousness
	You can’t earn God’s favor — Jesus already did.

	2. Obey even when it’s hard
	Fruitfulness grows in the soil of obedience.

	3. Draw near in temptation
	Jesus understands; come boldly for help. (Heb. 4:16)

	4. Use the Word and Spirit in battle
	Know the Word before you need it. Stay Spirit-filled. (Gal. 5:16)



