“The Soil of the Soul: How You Hear Determines Your Eternity”
· Gospel of Mark 4:1–9
· KEY VERSE: Mark 4:9 “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

INTRODUCTION
· Mark 1–3 answers the question: Who is Jesus? 
· Jesus is revealed as: 
· The Son of God 
· The Servant King 
· Humanity is also revealed: 
· Some were amazed but never surrendered 
· Some were attracted but only for benefits 
· Some opposed Him 
· Some misunderstood Him 
The problem is not a lack of revelation
The problem is a lack of response
MAIN TRUTH
· The difference is not the seed
· The difference is not the sower
· The difference is the soil (the heart)

I. THE SOWER AND THE SEED (vv. 1–3)
A. The Sower
· Represents: 
· Jesus Christ 
· Preachers, teachers, and believers 
Our responsibility: Sow the Word faithfully
B. The Seed
· The seed is the Word of God 
It is:
· Living and powerful (Hebrews 4:12) 
· Incorruptible (1 Peter 1:23) 
· Contains the power of salvation 
When the Word is preached, eternity is planted in hearts
C. The Reality
· Same sower 
· Same seed 
· Different results 
· Why?
The condition of the heart determines the outcome

II. THE FOUR SOILS = FOUR HEART CONDITIONS (vv. 4–8)
1. HARDENED HEART (v. 4)
Description
· Closed 
· Resistant 
· Unresponsive 
What Happens
· The Word is snatched away by Satan 
Reality
· Hears truth but rejects it 
· Danger:
Close to truth but never changed
2. SHALLOW HEART (vv. 5–6)
Description
· Emotional response 
· No depth 
· No root 
What Happens
· Receives quickly 
· Falls away under pressure 
Reality
· Faith that does not endure 
· Truth:
A faith that cannot endure trials was never rooted
3. CROWDED HEART (v. 7)
Description
· Divided 
· Distracted 
· Competing priorities 
Thorns
· Cares of this world 
· Deceitfulness of riches 
· Desires for other things 
What Happens
· Growth is choked 
· Life becomes fruitless 
· Danger:
Not rejection—but distraction
4. GOOD HEART (v. 8)
Description
· Receptive 
· Humble 
· Obedient 
What Happens
· Produces fruit: 
· 30-fold 
· 60-fold 
· 100-fold 
Evidence of True Faith
· Love for Christ 
· Obedience to Scripture 
· Spiritual growth 
· Impact on others 
True faith produces fruit

III. THE COMMAND THAT DIVIDES (v. 9)
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
1. A Command
· Not a suggestion 
· Requires response
2. Two Kinds of Hearing
Physical Hearing
· Hear sound 
· No change 
Spiritual Hearing
· Truth enters heart 
· Produces transformation 
3. “Ears to Hear” Means
· A receptive heart 
· A humble spirit 
· A willingness to obey 
4. The Four Soils Show Four Responses
· Hard → Rejects 
· Shallow → Quits 
· Thorny → Distracted 
· Good → Bears fruit 
True hearing = hearing that produces fruit

IV. THE CROSS IN THE PARABLE
· Jesus is the Sower 
· Jesus is also the Seed (John 12:24) 
At the cross:
· Some mocked 
· Some walked away 
· Some were indifferent 
· Some believed 
 The difference was their ears to hear

V. FINAL APPLICATION
What kind of soil are you?
· Hardened? 
· Shallow? 
· Crowded? 
· Fruitful? 
CORE TRUTH
The difference between:
· Life and death 
· Heaven and hell 
· Fruitfulness and emptiness 
Is not the seed…
It is the soil (your heart)
FINAL CHALLENGE
Don’t just hear the Word…
Receive it. Respond to it. Be changed by it.

Recap Wednesday Questions 4/29/2026
 QUESTION 1 
What does this parable teach us about the relationship between God’s Word and the human heart?

QUESTION 2
How does this parable challenge our understanding of genuine salvation and discipleship?

QUESTION 3 (15 MINUTES)
What role do spiritual forces (God, Satan, and human responsibility) play in how people respond to the Word?


