Matthew 9:35–38 — “The Harvest Is Plentiful”
Theme: Christ’s compassion calls us to serve
Supporting Verse: John 4:35

Big Idea
Jesus sees a broken world, responds with compassion, and calls His people to labor.
The harvest is ready—God invites us to join His work.

I. The Broken World (v. 36)
“Weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.”
· Weary: burdened, worn down by sin and suffering
· Scattered: confused, directionless, spiritually vulnerable
· Sheep without a shepherd: exposed, in need of guidance
Truth: The need is real and present—right here, right now.
FRBC – LOVE: We love God and others unconditionally because people matter to Jesus.

II. The Compassionate Savior (vv. 35–36)
Jesus teaches, preaches, and heals.
· Compassion = love that moves to action
· Jesus meets spiritual, emotional, and physical needs
· Truth and love are never separated in His ministry
FRBC – KNOW & GROW: We grow in God’s Word to reflect Christ’s heart to a hurting world.

III. The Call to Labor (vv. 37–38)
“The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.”
· The problem is not the harvest—it’s the lack of workers
· Jesus commands us to pray for laborers
· Often, the answer to that prayer is us
Our Response:
· Pray — Ask God to burden our hearts
· Plan — Live intentionally on mission
· Participate — Every believer has a role
FRBC – GO & SHARE: We go as disciples and share our faith by serving our community.

Our Mission & Vision (FRBC)
Vision: A Church Family, United by Faith, Following Jesus, Cultivating a Faith Community
Mission: Glorify God by followers who Love, Go, Know, Share
· Matthew 28:19–20 — Our Commission
· Mark 12:30–31 — Love God and others
· Colossians 3:23–24 — Serve with dedication
· Revelation 7:9 — God’s global vision

Take-Home Challenge
· Lift up your eyes — see people as Jesus sees them
· Open your heart — let compassion lead you
· Step into the field — the harvest is ready
Prayer: Lord of the harvest, send us—and use us—for Your glory.

