The Church
Congregation Notes
Matthew 16:13–19
————————————————————
1) The Foundation of the Church (vv. 16–17)
• “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
• The Church is built on Christ (not personalities, programs, or preferences).
• Petros (Peter = small stone) vs. Petra (massive bedrock/rock).
• 1 Corinthians 3:11 — No other foundation than Jesus Christ.
• Takeaway: Build your life on Christ.
2) The Formation of the Church (v. 18a)
• Jesus said, “I will build My Church.”
• Church = ekklesia = “the called-out ones.”
• We are called out of darkness and unto Christ (1 Peter 2:9).
• Takeaway: If you share Christ’s nature, you belong to His Church.
3) The Fellowship of the Church (v. 18b)
• The Church belongs to Jesus: “My Church.”
• Three pictures: Bride (Eph. 5); Body (Eph. 1:22–23; Christ the Head); Building (1 Cor. 3:9; 1 Pet. 2:5; His presence among us, Matt. 18:20).
• Takeaway: You can’t love the Groom and despise His Bride.
4) The Faith of the Church (vv. 15–16)
• Our confession: “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
• Entering Christ’s Church: 1) Conviction—The Father reveals the Son to our hearts;
• 2) Conversion—We become partakers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4);
• 3) Confession—We confess Jesus openly (Matt. 10:32).
• Takeaway: Real faith speaks, not hides.
5) The Future of the Church (v. 18b)
• “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
• Gates don’t attack; they resist. The Church advances with the gospel (Rev. 1:18).
• Takeaway: Read your future by God’s promise, not the headlines.
6) The Function of the Church (vv. 18–19)
• Jesus gives the keys of the kingdom—authority and access through the gospel.
• We will evangelize or fossilize. Our mission: Evangelize, Edify, Exalt.
• Takeaway: Use your keys this week—share Christ.
Memory Verse
Matthew 16:18 — “Upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Personal Reflection & Application
Someone I will pray for and invite this week: ______________________________
One step to build on Christ (Bible, prayer, group, serving): ________________
Where I need to love Christ’s Bride better (forgive, serve, unite): __________
Group / Family Discussion
Why must Jesus—not people or programs—be the Church’s foundation?
What does it mean to be “called-out”? Where is God calling you to be distinct?
Which image helps you most: Bride, Body, or Building—and why?
Who needs you to “use your keys” this week? What will you do?
————————————————————
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Build Your Church in me and through me. Give me boldness to use the keys of the gospel this week. Amen.”
