THE CALL TO FOLLOW
Theme:
True discipleship begins with surrender.
Jesus calls ordinary people in ordinary moments to an extraordinary life of following Him.

I. THE MESSAGE — “REPENT & BELIEVE” (Mark 1:14–15)
A. “The Time Is Fulfilled” — God’s Moment Has Arrived
· Kairos = God’s appointed moment.
· All prophecy points to Jesus stepping into history.
B. “The Kingdom of God Is at Hand”
· The Kingdom is God’s rule breaking into the world through Jesus.
· “At hand” = near, present, within reach — because the King has come.
C. The Two Commands of the Gospel
1. Repent — metanoeō: change of mind, heart, direction, and allegiance.
2. Believe — pisteuō: trust, rely on, rest in Christ alone.
Repentance turns from sin; belief turns to Jesus.

How This Speaks to Us


II. THE INVITATION — “FOLLOW ME” (Matt. 4:19; Luke 5:10–11)
A. Jesus Initiates the Call
· Disciples didn’t find Jesus — Jesus found them.
· “You did not choose Me, but I chose you.” (John 15:16)
B. Word Study: “Follow” — akoloutheō
To stay close, imitate, obey instantly, walk in step with Jesus.
You cannot follow Him from a distance.
C. “I Will Make You” — Christ Does the Transforming
Discipleship is not self-improvement — it is Christ shaping us.
D. “Fishers of Men” — A New Mission
Evangelism isn’t an activity — it is our identity.

III. THE RESPONSE — IMMEDIATE OBEDIENCE (Mark 1:18; Luke 5:11)
They “immediately left their nets” — no excuses, no delay.
Following Jesus requires:
· Cost
· Courage
· Surrender
Delayed obedience is disobedience.

APPLICATION FOR EVERYONE


THE MISSION CONNECTION
Vision: United by Faith, we follow Jesus Christ to cultivate a faith community.
Mission: Love • Go • Know • Share
This sermon shows how an individual lives the mission:
· Love — repent, forgive, surrender
· Go — leave your nets, follow Jesus
· Know — believe, learn, walk closely with Him
· Share — become fishers of men

