Mark 2:1–12 — Sin, Suffering, Faith, and the Authority of Jesus

Introduction
· Jesus is teaching in a crowded house in Capernaum.
· A paralyzed man is brought to Jesus by four friends.
· Before healing the body, Jesus addresses the deeper need:
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”
· This passage teaches us about:
· Sin and suffering
· Faith and community
· The identity and authority of Jesus

I. Sin and Suffering — Jesus Reframes the Issue
Biblical Perspective
· In biblical times, suffering was often assumed to be caused by sin.
· Scripture shows this view is incomplete and overly simplistic.
· All suffering ultimately comes from the fall in Genesis 3,
but not all suffering is caused by personal sin.
Jesus’ Priority
· Jesus addresses the man’s sin before his paralysis.
· Forgiveness is the greater miracle.
· Jesus does not accuse or condemn the man.
· Grace comes before healing.
Key Truth
· Our greatest problem is not what is afflicting us,
· but what separates us from God.

II. The Faith of Friends — Intercession and Community
The Action of Faith
· Four friends carried their paralyzed friend to Jesus.
· When blocked by the crowd, they remove the roof.
· Jesus responds not just to the man’s faith, but to their faith.
Intercessory Faith
· God honors faith expressed on behalf of others.
· Scripture encourages believers to pray for one another.
· Faith is not only personal — it is also communal.
Application
· Who are you carrying to Jesus in prayer?
· What barriers might God be calling you to remove?
· The church is called to help people encounter Jesus.

III. Jesus’ Authority to Forgive — Who Is He?
The Objection
· The scribes ask:
“Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
· They are correct — forgiveness belongs to God.
The Proof
· Jesus heals the man to prove His authority to forgive sins.
· What is invisible (forgiveness) is proven by what is visible (healing).
The Revelation
· Jesus calls Himself the Son of Man.
· He claims divine authority on earth.
· Jesus is not just a teacher — He is God.

Response
· The healed man obeys and walks.
· The crowd is filled with amazement and glorifies God.
· The question remains for us:
· Who do you say Jesus is?

Key Takeaways
· Forgiveness is the greatest miracle.
· Faith is often expressed through action.
· Jesus has absolute authority to forgive and heal.
· Our proper response is worship.

Closing Reflection
· Am I trusting Jesus with my sin?
· Am I helping others come to Jesus?
· Am I responding to His grace with faith?
“We never saw anything like this!” (Mark 2:12)

