Recap Wednesday
The Great Commission: Christ-Centered, Cross-Shaped, Resurrection-Powered
Matthew 28:18–20 | Acts 1:8

Question 1
How does the authority of the risen Christ establish the Great Commission as a gospel mandate?
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” — Matthew 28:18
· Authority (Greek: exousia)
· Absolute, kingly rule
· Not influence or suggestion, but sovereign dominion
· Jesus speaks after:
· The Cross — sin fully paid
· The Resurrection — death defeated
· His authority flows from His finished work:
· Perfect obedience
· Atoning death
· Victorious resurrection
· According to Philippians 2:8–11, Christ’s obedience led to His exaltation and universal authority.
Key Truth:
The Great Commission is not a church-created program—it is a royal decree from the risen King.
Takeaway:
The Church does not invent its mission; it receives it from Jesus. Ignoring the mission is not just disobedience—it is a failure to submit to Christ’s lordship.

Question 2
Why is making disciples (not merely converts) central to the mission of the Church?
“Go therefore and make disciples…” — Matthew 28:19
· Primary Command: Make disciples
· Greek verb: mathēteusate
· Supporting actions:
· Going
· Baptizing
· Teaching
· A disciple (Greek: mathētēs):
· Follows Christ
· Learns His ways
· Obeys His Word
· Salvation is more than forgiveness:
· Justification — saved from sin’s penalty
· Sanctification — shaped into Christ’s likeness
· Romans 6:4 — We are raised to walk in newness of life
· Luke 9:23 — Following Jesus involves daily surrender
Key Truth:
Discipleship is not optional—it is the evidence of saving faith.
Takeaway:
The Church reflects the full saving work of Christ by rescuing sinners and forming saints. True gospel ministry aims at transformation, not just decisions.

Question 3
How does Christ’s promised presence and power show that mission is sustained by resurrection power?
“I am with you always…” — Matthew 28:20
“You shall receive power…” — Acts 1:8
· Jesus’ promise echoes God’s covenant presence:
· Exodus 3:12
· Joshua 1:5
· How Christ is present now:
· Through the Holy Spirit
· Power (Greek: dynamis):
· Same word used for resurrection power
· See Ephesians 1:19–20
The Holy Spirit in Mission
· Testifies to Christ — John 15:26
· Convicts the world — John 16:8
· Empowers witness beyond fear and weakness
· Without the resurrection, the Spirit would not be given (John 7:39).
· Without the Spirit, mission becomes human striving.
Key Truth:
Because Christ lives, His Church is never alone, powerless, or abandoned.

Final Theological Summary
· Christ’s authority establishes the mission
· Christ’s saving work defines the message
· Christ’s living presence sustains the mission
Bottom Line:
The Great Commission is Christ-centered, cross-shaped, and resurrection-powered—and it remains the defining calling of the Church until the end of the age.

Reflection Question
How is God calling you to live on mission this week—right where He has placed you?

