Recap Wednesday Notes
From the Crowd to the Cross
Mark 3:7–12
Pastor Jeremiah Baker

Introduction
Mark 3:7–12 reveals a powerful truth:
• Crowds were drawn to Jesus
• Demons recognized Jesus
• But not everyone truly followed Jesus
This passage forces us to ask:
👉 Do I truly belong to Christ, or am I just near Him?

1. What does this passage teach us about the difference between acknowledging Jesus and truly submitting to Him?
Consider:
· The demons correctly identified Jesus as the Son of God (v.11)
· Yet they were not saved
Key Scripture: James 2:19
· How does this challenge our understanding of what true faith really is?
I. Acknowledging Jesus vs. Submitting to Jesus
(Mark 3:11)
“You are the Son of God.”
Key Truth
Demons had correct theology, but no salvation.

James 2:19
“Even the demons believe—and tremble.”

False Faith Looks Like:
• Knowledge without relationship
• Belief without surrender
• Recognition without transformation

True Faith Includes:
1. Knowledge – Knowing who Jesus is
2. Belief – Trusting that truth is real
3. Surrender – Submitting your life to Him

Romans 10:9
“Confess… the Lord Jesus…”

Application
Ask yourself:
• Do I know about Jesus, or do I belong to Jesus?
• Have I surrendered to His Lordship?

Key Statement
You can believe the right things about Jesus and still be lost if you have never surrendered to Him.

2. How does Jesus’ interaction with the crowds reveal the danger of following Him for the wrong reasons?
Consider:
· Many came for healing, not repentance
· They desired His power, but not His lordship
Key Scripture: John 6:26
· In what ways can people today seek Jesus for benefits instead of transformation?
I. The Danger of Following Jesus for the Wrong Reasons
(Mark 3:7–10)
The crowds came because:
• They heard about miracles
• They wanted healing
• They needed relief

John 6:26
“You seek Me… because you were filled.”

The Danger
Following Jesus for:
• Blessings instead of holiness
• Help instead of transformation
• Comfort instead of commitment

Types of False Followers
• Crisis Followers – Come in trouble, leave in comfort
• Convenience Followers – Follow when easy
• Cultural Followers – Identify, but don’t surrender

Luke 9:23
“Take up your cross… and follow Me.”

Application
• Why am I following Jesus?
• Do I want His hand or His heart?

Key Statement
If you follow Jesus only for what He gives, you will walk away when He demands your life.

3. What does Jesus’ authority over demons and disease reveal about His identity and mission?
Consider:
· Demons submit instantly (v.11)
· Jesus controls His own revelation (v.12)
· His mission ultimately points to the cross
Key Scripture: Colossians 1:15–20
· Why is it essential that we understand Jesus not just as a healer, but as Savior and Lord?
III. The Authority of Jesus Reveals His Identity
(Mark 3:11–12)
Demons:
• Recognized Him
• Fell before Him
• Submitted to Him

Colossians 1:15–16
“He is the image of the invisible God…”


Jesus Is:
• Not just a healer
• Not just a teacher
• Not just a miracle worker
👉 He is God in the flesh

Why Did Jesus Silence Them?
• Wrong source (demons)
• Wrong timing
• Wrong understanding of His mission

His Mission
Not political…
Not temporary…
👉 The Cross

Isaiah 53:5
“He was wounded for our transgressions…”

Key Truth
Miracles showed His power
The cross revealed His purpose

Application
• Do I see Jesus as Savior AND Lord?
• Have I responded to the cross?


Key Statement
The Jesus who commands demons is the same Savior who died for your sins—and He calls for surrender.

Final Challenge
In this passage:
• The crowd was curious
• The demons confessed
• But only disciples surrendered

Final Question
👉 Am I in the crowd… or am I following Christ?

Application (Love • Go • Know • Share)
Love:
Examine your heart—do you love Jesus for who He is or only for what He gives?
Go:
Share with someone this week what Jesus has done in your life.
Know:
Spend time reading Mark 4 this week and ask: “What is Jesus teaching about the Kingdom?”
Share:
Invite someone who may be “in the crowd” but not yet following Christ.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Closing Challenge
The crowds came to Jesus…
But not all were changed by Jesus.
This week, move from the crowd to true discipleship.



