Recap Wednesday: Inside or Outside? The Family of God
Text: Mark 3:31–35
Main Idea:
True relationship with Jesus is not defined by physical connection, but by spiritual obedience, made possible through the cross.
QUESTION 1: What does this passage teach about the difference between being near Jesus and truly belonging to Him?
Mark 3:31–32
1. It is possible to be near Jesus and still not belong to Him
· The crowd was around Him 
· His family stood outside 
2. Proximity does not equal relationship
3. True belonging requires new birth
John 3:3 — “You must be born again”
4. Salvation is not behavior change—it is transformation
Ephesians 2:1 — We were dead in sin
5. The danger of false assurance
Matthew 7:22–23 — “I never knew you”
Key Truth:
You can be near Jesus your whole life—and still miss Him.
QUESTION 2: Why does Jesus redefine family spiritually, and what does this reveal about salvation and adoption?
Mark 3:33–34
1. Jesus redefines family by obedience/faith, not bloodline
2. We are not naturally God’s children
Ephesians 2:3 — “children of wrath”
3. We become children of God through faith in Christ
John 1:12 — Those who receive Him
4. Adoption means:
· A new identity 
· A new relationship 
· A new inheritance 
5. Adoption came at a cost
Isaiah 53:3 — Jesus was despised and rejected
Key Truth:
Salvation is not just forgiveness—it is adoption into the family of God.
QUESTION 3: What does it mean to do the will of God, and how does this relate to true discipleship and the cross?
Mark 3:35
1. Doing the will of God is the evidence, not the cause of salvation
2. The will of God begins with believing in Jesus
John 6:40 — Believe in the Son
3. True faith produces obedience
James 2:17 — Faith without works is dead
4. Obedience is not perfection, but direction
5. Jesus is our example of obedience
Philippians 2:8 — Obedient to the point of death
6. Following Jesus requires surrender
Luke 9:23 — Deny yourself, take up your cross
Key Truth:
Obedience is not how we become family—it is how we reveal we are family.
APPLICATION
1. The Lost (Outside the Family)
· You may be near Jesus, but not in Him 
· You must receive Him 
2. The Comfortable (In Name Only)
· True faith produces obedience 
3. The Faithful (In the Family)
· You are part of an eternal family 
· You are never alone 
FINAL QUESTION:
Am I outside or inside?
CLOSING TRUTH:
Jesus stood outside…
So we could be brought inside

