“When the Bridegroom Changes Everything”
Big Idea:
Jesus did not come to patch your old life — He came to make you new.

I. What Does It Mean That Jesus Is the Bridegroom?
Jesus calls Himself the Bridegroom (Greek: Nymphios – νυμφίος).
In the Old Testament:
God describes Himself as the Husband of His people (Isaiah 54:5; Hosea 2:19–20).
This means:
• Jesus is claiming divine covenant authority.
• Jesus is identifying Himself with Yahweh’s role.
• Salvation is not just forgiveness — it is union with Christ.
The Bridegroom language teaches us:
Sin is not merely rule-breaking — it is covenant-breaking.
Salvation is not merely pardon — it is belonging.
Christianity is built on relationship, not ritual.

II. What Does New Wine Teach About Law and Grace?
Jesus says new wine cannot go into old wineskins.
Old wineskins represent:
• Rigid legalism
• Performance-based religion
• External righteousness
New wine represents:
• The New Covenant
• Grace
• Spirit-empowered transformation
Greek insight:
• Neos (νέος) – new in time
• Kainos (καινός) – new in nature
The gospel is not just new in time — it is new in kind.
The Law:
• Reveals God’s holiness
• Exposes our sin
• Points us to Christ
The Law cannot:
• Justify us
• Regenerate us
• Change our hearts
Grace does what Law cannot do:
• Justifies us through faith
• Gives us a new heart
• Produces obedience from within
We do not obey to be accepted.
We obey because we are accepted.

III. Why Does Christ’s Presence Change Spiritual Disciplines?
Fasting expresses:
• Longing
• Mourning
• Dependence
You do not fast at a wedding because:
The Groom is present.
But Jesus says:
“The Bridegroom will be taken away.”
This points to:
• The Cross
• The suffering of Christ
• The already / not yet kingdom
Because of the cross:
We rejoice because Christ has come.
We long because Christ will return.
Spiritual disciplines are not:
• Currency to earn favor
• Badges to impress others
They are:
• Means of communion
• Expressions of longing
• Responses of love
Religion performs for approval.
Grace responds from relationship.

The Flow of Mark 2
Jesus has authority to:
1. Forgive sins
2. Call sinners
3. Redefine worship
He is not reforming Judaism.
He is fulfilling it.

Application for Flat Rock
LOVE — We belong to the Bridegroom.
GO — Invite others to the wedding feast.
KNOW — Intimacy over ritual.
SHARE — New wine overflows.

Final Reflection
Are you asking Jesus for:
• A patch
• A performance boost
• A religious upgrade
Or are you surrendering for:
• A new heart
• A new covenant
• A new life
The Bridegroom has come.
Will you belong to Him?

