Presence of God
Text: Acts 7:47–49
Introduction: Where Does God Live?
· Many believers live as if God is distant, detached, and far away. 
· The truth: God desires to dwell with us and in us. 
The Key Question
Where does God live?
The Pattern of God’s House
1. Design – God creates a house 
2. Desecration – Sin defiles the house 
3. Desolation – God departs from the house 
4. Destruction – Judgment comes to the house 
I. God’s Primary House – Adam
A. A House Designed
Genesis 2:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:23
Adam was created with three parts:
· Body 
· Soul 
· Spirit 
 The spirit is where God dwells.
B. A House Desecrated
· Sin entered through disobedience. 
· Sin always dirties (defiles) what God made holy. 
C. A House Desolated
· God moved out. 
· Death = separation from God. 
Adam died:
· Immediately in the spirit 
· Progressively in the soul 
· Ultimately in the body 
D. A House Destroyed
· Physical death followed spiritual death. 
Truth: You can be alive outwardly but dead inwardly.


II. God’s Pattern House – The Temple
A. A House Designed
Three parts:
· Outer Court = Body 
· Inner Court = Soul 
· Holy of Holies = Spirit 
 God dwelt in the Holy of Holies.
B. A House Desecrated
· It became a den of thieves. 
 Religion replaced relationship.
C. A House Desolated
· “Your house is left unto you desolate.” 
 They had religion (activity/form) without God.
D. A House Destroyed
· Not one stone left upon another. 
 When God leaves (departs), judgment follows.
III. God’s Perfect House – Jesus
A. A House Designed
· Jesus was the perfect, sinless temple. 
B. A House Desecrated
· Our sin was placed upon Him. 
 He became sin for us.
C. A House Desolated
· “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
Jesus was forsaken so we could be accepted.
D. A House Destroyed
· Jesus died for our sins. 
He took our judgment (punishment) so we could receive His life.
IV. God’s Permanent House – The Believer
A. God Has Moved In
1 Corinthians 6:19
 Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.
B. God Is Staying In
John 14:16
 He will abide forever.
C. God Is Working In
Philippians 1:6
We are:
· Justified in the spirit 
· Sanctified in the soul 
· Glorified in the body 
V. Five Life-Changing Lessons
1. Salvation
 God moves in.
2. Security
God stays in.
3. Sanctification
 God cleans the house.
4. Spirituality
Every day is a holy day.
 Every place is a sacred place.
5. Service
God works through you.
Galatians 2:20
Christ lives in me.
Key Statement
When the Lord moves in… life moves in.
When life moves in… light moves in.
And when light moves in… everything changes.

Final Challenge
· Don’t live like God is far away. 
· Live like God is in you.

