Mark 2:18–22
Big Idea:
Jesus did not come to patch your old life — He came to make you new.

I. The Question About Fasting (v.18)
The disciples of John and the Pharisees were fasting.
Fasting means:
· Abstaining from food for spiritual focus
· Expressing longing
· Demonstrating mourning or repentance
The real issue was not fasting —
The issue was missing the Person fasting pointed to.
They were waiting for the Messiah.
The Messiah was standing in front of them.
Religion focuses on performance.
Jesus focuses on presence.

II. The Presence of the Bridegroom (vv.19–20)
Jesus calls Himself the Bridegroom.
Greek Word:
Nymphios (νυμφίος) – bridegroom, covenant groom.
In the Old Testament:
God describes Himself as the Husband of His people.
A wedding is a time of:
· Joy
· Celebration
· Fulfillment
You do not fast at a wedding because:
The Groom is present.
Christianity is not rooted in ritual —
It is rooted in relationship.
Jesus also said:
“The Bridegroom will be taken away.”
This points to the cross.
Greek word:
Apairō (ἀπαίρω) – to be forcibly removed.
The Bridegroom was taken away so the bride could be redeemed.

III. The Problem With Patching (v.21)
Jesus gives a parable about:
New cloth and an old garment.
Greek word:
Agnaphos (ἀγνάφος) – unshrunk, untreated cloth.
New cloth shrinks.
Old cloth is already set.
If you patch new cloth onto old fabric:
The tear becomes worse.
Meaning:
You cannot sew grace onto legalism.
Jesus did not come to reform religion —
He came to bring regeneration.
He is not an upgrade.
He is a new beginning.

IV. New Wine and New Wineskins (v.22)
New wine must be put into new wineskins.
Why?
New wine ferments and expands.
Old wineskins become brittle and will burst.
Greek words:
Neos (νέος) – new in time
Kainos (καινός) – new in nature
The gospel is not just new in time —
It is new in kind.
You do not need:
· A better routine
· A better image
· A better patch
You need:
· A new heart
· A new covenant
· A new life in Christ

The Flow of Mark 2
Jesus has authority to:
1. Forgive sins
2. Call sinners
3. Redefine worship
He is not reforming Judaism.
He is fulfilling it.

Application for Us
LOVE — We are loved like a bride is loved.
GO — Invite others to the wedding feast.
KNOW — Intimacy over ritual.
SHARE — The joy of new wine.

Final Challenge
Stop asking Jesus to patch your old life.
Ask Him to make you new.
The Bridegroom has come.
The invitation is open.
Will you surrender?

