Good News of Great Joy
Luke 2:1–20 | John 1:14
The cradle leads to the cross — glory revealed in grace

INTRODUCTION: FROM MANGER TO CROSS
Jesus was not born merely to be admired in a manger, but to be trusted as a Savior on a cross.
The glory of Christmas finds its fulfillment at Calvary.
✝️ Key Truth: The birth of Christ is the beginning of God’s rescue mission.

I. THE HUMILITY OF HIS COMING
(Luke 2:1–7)
Historical Setting
· Caesar Augustus: Powerful ruler who unknowingly fulfills God’s plan.
· Quirinius: Grounds the story in real history.
· Bethlehem: City of David, fulfilling God’s covenant promise.
📝 God rules history, even when earthly powers think they do.
Cultural Context
· A manger = feeding trough for animals.
· No guest room = overcrowding, not rejection.
· Jesus enters the world among the poor and ordinary.
📝 God comes low so no one is left out.

II. THE HARMONY OF HEAVEN
(Luke 2:8–14)
The Shepherds
· Considered ceremonially unclean and socially insignificant.
· First to hear the gospel.
· First evangelists of the Incarnation.
📝 The gospel begins on the margins.
Word Study Highlights
· Good News – announcement of victory
· Great Joy – deep, covenantal joy
· Glory – visible presence of God
📝 God’s glory now shines in ordinary places.
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace…” (Luke 2:14)

III. THE HOPE FOR HUMANITY
(Luke 2:15–20)
Old Testament Fulfillment
· Isaiah 9:6 – A promised Child
· Micah 5:2 – Born in Bethlehem
· Isaiah 61:1 – Good news to the poor
· Genesis 3:15 – The promised Seed
📝 Jesus is not a new plan—He is the fulfillment of God’s promise.
New Testament Truth
· Savior – Delivers from sin
· Christ – God’s Anointed One
· Lord – Divine authority
📝 Jesus is Savior, King, and God.

IV. FROM THE MANGER TO THE CROSS
(John 1:14)
· “The Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us.
· God pitched His tent with humanity.
· Glory no longer behind a veil—glory in flesh.
📝 The manger points forward to Calvary.
Born wrapped in cloths → buried in linen
Born to live → born to die
Born to save → crucified to redeem

V. APPLICATION: HOW DO WE RESPOND TODAY?
· God still works through humility.
· The gospel is for everyone.
· Worship and witness are the natural response.
📝 What will I do with this Savior?
☐ Worship Him
☐ Trust Him
☐ Share the good news
☐ Lay my life at the cross

CONCLUSION
The angels worshiped.
The shepherds ran to tell.
Mary treasured these things in her heart.
Now the invitation is ours.
✝️ Good News of Great Joy:
God came near so we could come home.



Recap Wednesday Questions
1. How does the humility of Christ’s birth reveal the nature of God’s saving power, and why is this essential for understanding the cross?
This question invites reflection on how God works through weakness rather than worldly strength, connecting the manger, the incarnation, and the crucifixion as one unified act of redemptive humility (Phil. 2:6–8; Luke 2:7).

2. Why did God choose to reveal the birth of Christ first to shepherds, and what does this teach us about who receives and proclaims the gospel?
This explores God’s grace toward the marginalized and challenges assumptions about worthiness, religious status, and mission—showing that the gospel advances through humble obedience, not social power (Luke 2:8–18; 1 Cor. 1:26–29).

3. In what ways does the Incarnation (“the Word became flesh”) prepare the way for atonement, and why would salvation be impossible without both the manger and the cross?
This question presses into the theological necessity of Christ’s full humanity and divinity, emphasizing that the birth of Jesus is inseparable from His sacrificial death and resurrection (John 1:14; Heb. 2:14–17; Rom. 5:8).

