Discipleship: From Salvation to Transformation
Key Scriptures
John 15:4–5 • Romans 8:29 • Matthew 28:19–20 • 2 Corinthians 3:18
Central Truth
Discipleship begins at salvation but is fulfilled through transformation into the image of Christ.
I. Salvation: The Beginning of Discipleship
A. Salvation is not the finish line—it is the starting line
Ephesians 2:8–10
We are saved by grace, but saved for a purpose.
You are not just saved from something, but saved for something (God’s purpose / good works).
B. Salvation is union with Christ
2 Corinthians 5:17
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
C. Salvation produces new desires
Ezekiel 36:26–27
God gives:
· A new heart 
· A new spirit 
· A new desire for Him 
D. Salvation produces LOVE
1 John 4:19
We love because He first loved us.
II. Identity: Created and Restored in the Image of God
A. We were created in the image of God
Genesis 1:26–27
We were created to:
· Reflect His character 
· Represent His authority 
· Walk in relationship with Him 
B. Sin distorted the image
Romans 3:23
Sin caused:
· Broken thinking 
· Corrupt desires 
· Lost purpose 
C. Christ restores the image
Romans 8:29
We are being conformed to the image of His Son.
D. Identity is shaped by what we know
You cannot reflect what you do not know.
III. Transformation: Becoming Like Christ
A. Transformation is God’s primary work
2 Corinthians 3:18
God is changing your:
· heart 
· mind 
· life (character / nature) 
B. Transformation requires death to self
Luke 9:23
· Deny yourself 
· Take up your cross 
· Follow Jesus 
C. Transformation is a daily process
Luke 9:23
We take up our cross daily.
D. Spiritual growth is not accidental—it is intentional
Growth must be cultivated (pursued / intentional).
IV. Abiding: The Key to Growth
A. We are called to abide in Christ
John 15:4–5
Abiding means:
· Remaining 
· Staying connected 
· Living in dependence on Him 
B. The Word of God transforms us
John 17:17
The Word:
· Reveals truth (God / His character) 
· Renews the mind 
· Exposes sin 
C. Prayer connects us to God’s presence
Luke 5:16
Prayer is:
· Not just a routine (ritual) 
· But a relationship 
D. Abiding produces fruit
John 15:5
Without Christ we can do nothing.
V. Mission: Living Out Discipleship
A. Disciples are sent
Matthew 28:19–20
We are called to:
· Go 
· Make disciples 
· Teach obedience (them to observe all things) 
B. Discipleship multiplies
2 Timothy 2:2
A true disciple makes disciples (others).
C. Your life becomes a witness
Matthew 5:16
Let your light shine before men.
VI. The Cost and Reward of Discipleship
A. The cost is total surrender
Luke 14:33
You must surrender everything (all that you have).
B. The reward is true (eternal) life
Matthew 16:25
Lose your life and you will find it.
C. The cross is central
You cannot follow Jesus without the cross.
VII. Vision & Mission Connection (Flat Rock Baptist Church)
Vision
“United by faith, we follow Jesus Christ to cultivate a faith community.”
Mission: LOVE • GO • KNOW • SHARE
LOVE
Salvation produces love for God and others.
KNOW
We grow by spending time in the Word and prayer.
GO
We are called to go into the world (community).
SHARE
We share the Gospel through our words and lives.
Personal Reflection
1. Am I truly saved or just religious? 
2. Am I abiding in Christ daily? 
3. Am I growing spiritually? 
4. Am I living on mission for Jesus? 
Closing Scripture
📖 Galatians 2:20
“I have been crucified with Christ…”

