Congregation Notes
Fair and Unfair
Text: Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:11–15; Ephesians 2:1–9 
Theme: Hell is fair because we receive what we deserve. Heaven is unfair because we receive what we do not deserve.
INTRODUCTION: OUR OBSESSION WITH FAIRNESS
· We naturally cry out: “That’s not fair!” 
· We want: 
· Justice for others 
· Mercy for ourselves 
Key Truth:
We cry out for fairness… until fairness is applied to us. 
I. HELL IS FAIR — GOD’S HOLY JUSTICE
1. The Nature of Sin
· Sin is not just what we do 
· Sin is who we are apart from Christ 
Sin is rebellion against God
2. The Depth of Sin
Sin affects:
· Our thoughts 
· Our desires 
· Our motives 
Romans 3:10 — “There is none righteous, no not one”
3. The Seriousness of Sin
· Sin is measured by who it is against 
Every sin is against a holy God
4. God’s Holiness
God is:
· Perfectly pure 
· Completely righteous 
· Absolutely just 
God must deal with sin
5. The Justice of God
· God is a righteous judge 
· Justice requires judgment 
Revelation 20:12 — Judged according to their works
6. What Hell Is
Hell is:
· Separation from God 
· Absence of His presence 
· The full experience of justice 
7. The Sobering Truth
Hell is not just possible… it is deserved
Key Statement
Hell is not unfair. Hell is justice. 
II. THE CRUCIFIXION — JUSTICE POURED OUT
1. The Cross Was God’s Plan
· Not an accident 
· Not a mistake 
· It was God’s plan 
2. What Happened at the Cross
· Not just physical suffering 
· It was spiritual suffering 
3. Our Sin Was Placed on Jesus
Isaiah 53:6
 Every sin was placed on Christ
4. The Wrath of God Was Poured Out
God’s wrath is:
· His holy response to sin 
· His righteous judgment 
Jesus absorbed the full wrath of God
5. The Moment of Separation
Matthew 27:46
Jesus experienced:
· Abandonment 
· Separation 
6. Substitutionary Atonement
2 Corinthians 5:21
The Great Exchange:
· He took our sin 
· We receive His righteousness 
7. “It Is Finished”
 John 19:30
The debt was:
· Paid 
· Satisfied 
· Completed 
 Key Truth
God did not ignore justice—He fulfilled it at the cross. 

III. 🌅 THE RESURRECTION — GRACE DECLARED
1. The Resurrection Is Real
· Not symbolic 
· Not an idea 
· A historical event 
2. God’s Declaration
 Resurrection = “Payment accepted”
3. Victory Through the Resurrection
Jesus defeated:
· Satan 
· Sin 
· Death 
4. New Life Now
Ephesians 2:4–5
We were dead → now alive
5. Future Hope
Because He lives:
· We will live 
· Death is not final 
Key Truth
Christianity is not behavior modification… it is resurrection life. 
IV. THE DANGER OF DEMANDING FAIRNESS
1. Fairness Means Standing Alone
Two options:
· In Christ (grace) 
· In yourself (judgment) 
2. Fairness Demands Perfection
James 2:10
One sin = guilty of all
3. The Reality of Our Condition
Ephesians 2:1
We were dead in sin
4. Fairness Rejects the Cross
Saying “I want fairness” means:
· I don’t need a Savior 
5. Fairness Leads to Judgment
Revelation 20:13
Judged according to their works
Final Warning
If you choose fairness:
· You receive what you deserve 
FINAL GOSPEL TRUTH
· At the cross: 
· Hell’s fairness (justice) fell on Jesus 
· Heaven’s grace opened to us 
If you go to hell → you get what you deserve
If you go to heaven → you get what Jesus deserved
APPLICATION
· Stop asking for fairness 
· Start asking for grace 
· Repent and believe 
· Receive Jesus Christ

