Congregation Notes 
Title
It’s What’s Inside That Counts — Matthew 5:20–22
Big Idea
Jesus exposes outward religion and demands inward righteousness—revealed in how we value life and conquer anger; these patterns also signal the birth pains of the end.

Introduction – Hidden Reality of the Heart
· King Tut illustration: golden layers outside, death inside (Matt 23:25–28).
· Key text: Matt 5:20 — righteousness must exceed Pharisees (internal vs external).
· God looks at the heart (1 Sam 16:7).
· Six illustrations follow; first: murder → the heart behind it.

I. The Malice of Murder (Matt 5:21)
A. Command Clarified — “You shall not murder” (Ex 20:13; ratsach).
· Not all killing = murder:
· Animals (Gen 9:3; Ex 20:24; Luke 24:42–43; Prov 12:10).
· Capital punishment (Gen 9:6; Rom 13:4).
· Self-defense (Ex 22:2–3; cf. 1 Tim 5:8).
B. Killings Forbidden
· Homicide: abomination (Prov 6:16–17); God hears blood (Gen 4:10). Crime problem? Heart problem.
· Suicide: we are God’s (1 Cor 6:19–20; Deut 32:39); God provides a way (1 Cor 10:13).
· Infanticide/Abortion: life formed by God (Ps 139:13–16); defend the voiceless (Prov 31:8).
C. Modern “Sanitized” Killings
1. Abortion on demand (Jer 1:5; Luke 1:41; Prov 24:11–12).
2. Chemical abortions / embryo destruction (Ps 127:3).
3. Euthanasia / assisted suicide (Isa 46:4; Job 14:5; Ex 20:13).
4. Selective fetal reduction / eugenics (Gen 1:27; 1 Cor 12:22–25).
5. Violence vs. noncombatants (Amos 1–2; Mic 6:8).
6. Negligent life-devaluing systems (Lev 19:16; Hab 2:12; Rom 1:32).
Throughline: Legal ≠ moral. God’s character defines the sanctity of life.

II. The Acid of Anger (Matt 5:22)
· Hate = heart-murder (1 John 3:15).
· Three stages:
1. Caustic resentment (Eph 4:30–31).
2. Contemptuous “Raca” (worthless) — denies Imago Dei (James 3:9–10).
3. Condemning “You fool” — usurps God’s seat → danger of hell fire.
· Progression (Eph 4:31): Bitterness → Wrath → Anger → Clamor → Evil speaking → Malice.
· Remedy: A soft answer (Prov 15:1). Christ purifies the inside.

III. The Requirement for Righteousness (Matt 5:20)
· Pharisee righteousness = achieved; Gospel righteousness = received (Rom 10:3).
· Imputed (Rom 4:3; 2 Cor 5:21) → justified.
· Implanted (2 Cor 5:17; Gal 2:20) → sanctified.

IV. Prophetic Connection — Birth Pains of the End
1. Birth pains (Matt 24:8; Rom 8:19–23): deception, lawlessness, hatred intensify.
2. Inside decay → outside chaos (2 Tim 3:1–5).
3. Assault on life = rebellion vs. Creator (Luke 17:26; 2 Thess 2:6–7).
4. Rapture hope for the righteous by faith (1 Thess 4:16–17).
5. Creation groans; deliverance near (Rom 8:22–23; Luke 21:28).
Conclusion: The heart of the human problem is the problem of the human heart.
Call: Repent, receive Christ’s righteousness, walk in love.
Maranatha: Rev 22:20.
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