Called to the Table
Mark 2:13–17

I. The Holiness of Jesus and the Heart of God
“He saw Levi… and said to him, ‘Follow Me.’”
Key Truth:
Biblical holiness is not separation from people — it is separation from sin.
· Jesus is perfectly holy and sinless.
· Yet He intentionally moves toward sinners and outcasts.
· In the Old Testament, uncleanness spread by contact.
· In the ministry of Jesus, cleansing spreads by His touch and presence.
· Jesus’ holiness is not fragile — it is transformative and powerful.
📌 Remember:
Jesus did not compromise righteousness — He displayed redeeming righteousness.

II. The Nature of Grace and Calling
“Follow Me.”
Key Truth:
Salvation begins with Christ’s initiative, not ours.
· Jesus saw and called Levi first.
· Levi was not seeking Jesus — Jesus was seeking him.
· The call of Christ reveals effectual (initiating) grace.
· Levi immediately arose (left everything) and followed.
· True repentance produces visible obedience and life change.
📖 Romans 8:30 – Those He called, He also justified.
📌 Application:
Grace does not force the will — it transforms it.

III. The Danger of Self-Righteousness
“I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners…”
Key Truth:
The greatest spiritual danger is not open sin — it is self-righteous pride.
· According to Romans 3:10, there is none righteous.
· The Pharisees believed they were spiritually well/healthy.
· Self-righteousness blinds us to our need for grace.
· Only those who see their need will seek the Physician.
📌 The Gospel Offends:
· It humbles the moral.
· It welcomes the broken.
· It exposes pride.

IV. The Table and the Cross
Key Truth:
The table in Levi’s house points forward to the Cross.
· Jesus ate with sinners.
· Later, He died for sinners.
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 – He became sin for us.
· Our sin was imputed (credited) to Him.
· His righteousness is imputed (credited) to us.
📌 We are not made righteous by effort —
we are declared righteous by grace through faith in Christ.

❤️ Personal Reflection
1. Do I see myself as spiritually sick apart from Christ?
2. Have I responded to Jesus’ call to follow Him?
3. Am I inviting others to the table of grace?
4. Is there any area where pride is keeping me from repentance?

✝️ Final Reminder
Holiness that moves toward sinners.
Grace that awakens the heart.
A Cross that pays the debt.
The call is still clear:
“Follow Me.”

