“Called to Be With Him”
Text: Mark 3:13–19
Flat Rock Baptist Church

Big Idea:
Jesus intentionally calls, forms, and empowers His disciples to build a community for His mission.

I. Jesus Calls His Disciples (v.13)
· Jesus went up into a mountain
· He called those He desired / chose
· The disciples came to Him
Key Truth:
Salvation begins with God’s initiative, not ours.
📖 John 15:16
“You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.”
Application:
Have I personally responded to the call of Jesus?

II. Jesus Forms His Disciples (v.14)
“That they should be with Him…”

A. Relationship
· Disciples were called to be with Jesus
· True Christianity is about relationship, not religion

B. Mission
· “That He might send them…”
· The word “apostle” means one who is sent
Key Truth:
We are with Jesus before we are sent by Jesus.
Application:
Am I spending daily time with Jesus?

III. Jesus Empowers His Disciples (v.15)
· Jesus gave them authority (power)
· This power comes from Jesus Himself
Key Truth:
Kingdom work requires God’s power.
Application:
Am I relying on my strength or on God’s power?

IV. Jesus Builds a Diverse Community (vv.16–19)
· Peter = impulsive / bold leader
· Matthew = tax collector
· Simon = zealot (revolutionary)
· Judas = betrayer
Key Truth:
Jesus uses ordinary people from different backgrounds.
Application:
Am I allowing Jesus to shape me and use me?

V. Our Vision as a Church
Flat Rock Vision:
“United by Faith, we follow Jesus Christ to cultivate a faith community.”
Key Truth:
We are not just individuals — we are a community.

VI. Our Mission: Love • Know • Go • Share

LOVE
· Called to be with Jesus
· We love because He first loved us

KNOW
· Jesus taught and formed His disciples
· We are called to grow in God’s Word

GO
· Jesus sent His disciples
· We are sent into the world

SHARE
· The disciples were sent to preach
· We are called to share the gospel

VII. The Gospel: The Cross & Resurrection
The Problem:
All have sinned
📖 Romans 3:23

The Solution:
Christ died for us
📖 Romans 5:8

The Victory:
Jesus rose from the dead
📖 Acts 2:32

VIII. Personal Reflection
· Am I truly called by Jesus?
· Am I actively being formed by Jesus?
· Am I willing to be sent by Jesus?

Final Question:
Am I just around Jesus…
or am I truly following Him?

Closing Scripture
📖 Romans 10:9
“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”



Recap Wednesday Question 
1. What does Jesus’ sovereign calling of the Twelve teach us about the nature of salvation and discipleship?
Consider:
· Jesus “called to Him those He Himself wanted” (v.13)
· The disciples did not choose Jesus first—He chose them
· Yet they were still responsible to respond (“they came to Him”)
Key Scripture:
📖 John 15:16
➡️ Question to wrestle with:
How do we reconcile God’s sovereignty in calling with our responsibility to respond in faith and obedience?
➡️ Deeper Thought:
Does this passage challenge the idea that following Jesus is merely a personal decision, or does it reveal that discipleship begins with divine initiative?

2. Why does Jesus prioritize “being with Him” before sending the disciples out, and what does this reveal about true spiritual formation?
Consider:
· The first purpose was not ministry, but relationship (“that they might be with Him”)
· The sending comes after the staying
· Modern Christianity often reverses this order
Key Scripture:
📖 John 15:5
➡️ Question to wrestle with:
What are the spiritual dangers of attempting to serve Jesus without first abiding in Him?
➡️ Deeper Thought:
How does abiding in Christ shape not only what we do, but who we become?

3. What does the inclusion of both faithful apostles and Judas reveal about the nature of true faith and the visible church?
Consider:
· Judas was called, present, and active among the twelve
· Yet he ultimately rejected Christ
· Not everyone in close proximity to Jesus truly belongs to Him
Key Scripture:
📖 Matthew 7:21–23
➡️ Question to wrestle with:
What is the difference between outward association with Jesus and genuine saving faith?
➡️ Deeper Thought:
How should this truth lead us to examine our own hearts and the authenticity of our relationship with Christ?

Closing Challenge for Recap Wednesday
These questions are not just theological—they are personal.
They push us to ask:
· Have I truly responded to Jesus’ call?
· Am I abiding in Him daily?
· Is my faith genuine or merely external?
Because in Mark 3, Jesus is not just forming disciples then…
He is still calling disciples now.

