“ALONE WITH JESUS – WHERE TRUE UNDERSTANDING IS FORMED”
Mark 4:10–20

INTRODUCTION
There is a difference between being around Jesus
and actually being with Jesus.
The crowd was fascinated by Jesus…
But the disciples were being formed by Jesus.

True discipleship is not:
· Just hearing sermons 
· Just attending church 
· Just knowing about Jesus 
True discipleship is:
· Being with Jesus 
· Sitting at His feet 
· Seeking His voice 
· Letting Him shape your heart 

THEOLOGICAL QUESTION #1
Why does Jesus reveal truth to some while concealing it from others?
Mark 4:11–12
“To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God…”

A. The People Had Already Rejected Clear Truth
By Mark 4, Jesus had already:
· Healed the sick 
· Cast out demons 
· Forgiven sins 
· Preached with authority 
Yet many still rejected Him.

Their problem was not lack of evidence
Their problem was spiritual rebellion

B. Parables Reveal and Conceal
Parables reveal truth to hungry hearts
The disciples:
· Stayed with Jesus 
· Pursued understanding 
· Desired truth 

Parables conceal truth from hardened hearts
Repeated rejection of truth produces spiritual blindness

Romans 1 teaches:
When people continually reject truth,
God gives them over

C. Understanding is a Gift of Grace
“To you it has been given…”
Understanding spiritual truth is an act of grace

We do not understand because we are smarter
We understand because God has opened our eyes

THEOLOGICAL QUESTION #2
Why does Jesus teach His disciples privately, and what does this reveal about discipleship?
Mark 4:10
“But when He was alone…”

A. Spiritual Depth is Formed in Closeness to Jesus
The crowd:
· Heard sermons 
· Saw miracles 
The disciples:
· Walked with Jesus 
· Learned His heart 
· Sat under His teaching 

The crowd admired Jesus
The disciples surrendered to Jesus

B. Jesus First Called Them to Be WITH Him
Mark 3:14
“That they might be with Him…”
Before:
· Ministry 
· Leadership 
· Preaching 
Jesus called them to relationship

Transformation flows from communion with Christ

C. Spiritual Growth Requires Abiding
John 15:5
“He who abides in Me bears much fruit.”
You cannot:
· Bear fruit 
· Grow spiritually 
· Mature in faith 
without abiding in Christ

Transformation happens by:
· Prayer 
· The Word 
· Time with Jesus 

THEOLOGICAL QUESTION #3
What do the four soils teach us about true and false faith?

A. The Hard Soil — The Resistant Heart
· The Word never penetrates 
· Satan takes it away immediately 
This heart is hardened toward Christ

B. The Shallow Soil — Emotional but Rootless Faith
· Receives the Word with joy 
· Falls away under pressure 
This person wants:
· Blessing without surrender 
· Jesus without the cross 

C. The Thorny Soil — A Divided Heart
The Word is choked by:
· The cares of this world 
· The deceitfulness of riches 
· Desires for other things 

One of the greatest dangers today is not persecution…
It is spiritual distraction

D. The Good Soil — Genuine Salvation
The true believer:
· Hears the Word 
· Receives the Word 
· Bears fruit 

Fruit is not the cause of salvation
Fruit is the evidence of salvation

KEY TRUTH
The problem is never the seed
The issue is always the soil

FINAL APPLICATION
Ask Yourself:
· Am I truly spending time alone with Jesus? 
· Am I pursuing deeper understanding? 
· What kind of soil is my heart? 
· Am I part of the crowd or truly a disciple? 

FINAL CHALLENGE
The crowd heard Jesus…
The disciples stayed with Jesus.

The crowd walked away with stories…
The disciples walked away with understanding

FINAL QUESTION
The question is not:
“Have you heard Him?”
The question is:
“Have you been with Him?”

