THE GREAT FALLING AWAY
WHEN PEOPLE WILL NOT ENDURE SOUND DOCTRINE
Flat Rock Baptist Church 
Main Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:1–3 (NKJV)
Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 24:10–13; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 3:1–5; 2 Timothy 4:1–5
Central Truth: The greatest danger facing the church is not the opposition of the world but the abandonment of God's truth within the church.
1. THE DEPARTURE FROM TRUTH
The Warning of Apostasy — 2 Thessalonians 2:3
A. Departure begins when God's WORD is questioned as the final authority. (Genesis 3)
B. Departure develops when SIN becomes acceptable.
C. Departure is revealed when CHRIST is no longer Lord. (Luke 6:46)
Key Truth: We are not saved by good works, but saving faith does not leave us unchanged.
2. THE DECEPTION OF RELIGION
The Danger of Compromise — 2 Timothy 3:1–5
A. Religion without REPENTANCE. (John 3)
B. Religion without sound DOCTRINE. (2 Timothy 4:3–4)
C. Religion without Christ-centered LOVE. (Matthew 24:12)
Key Truth: Biblical conviction and biblical compassion must walk together.
3. THE DEMAND FOR FAITHFULNESS
The Call to Endure — Matthew 24:10–13
A. Faithfulness requires a genuine RELATIONSHIP with Christ. (John 10:27)
B. Faithfulness requires standing upon the WORD. (2 Timothy 4:2)
C. Faithfulness requires keeping our eyes on JESUS. (Hebrews 12:2)
Key Truth: Our security is found in the Savior who holds us through the storms.

PERSONAL APPLICATION
1. Am I allowing God's Word to shape my beliefs and decisions?
2. Am I more concerned about pleasing people or honoring God?
3. Am I following Jesus Christ or simply maintaining a religious identity?
My personal response:
ONE TRUTH TO REMEMBER
"When the world abandons the truth, the church must stand upon the Word."
The last-day church must choose conviction over compromise.

