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Lesson 1 
 

About Charles Finney 
Charles Finney (1792-1875) is known as the Father of Modern Revivalism, and for good reason. 
It has been said that more than a quarter of a million souls were converted under his fiery 
preaching. One of the leaders of the Second Great Awakening, Finney was a man with a 
message that burned through the religious deadwood and secular darkness of his time. He had 
the ability to shock saints and sinners alike. Radical in both his methods and his message, Finney 
was criticized for almost everything—except for being boring. 
 
In one city where he spoke on eternal hellfire, a listener was so offended he came back to the 
second evening of the revival with a gun, planning to shoot Finney. Instead, that listener left 
converted. In another, a woman was struck speechless for sixteen hours from the work of the 
Spirit through Finney’s preaching. Afterward, she admitted to Finney that she had thought she 
was saved before, but when truly presented with the righteousness of Christ, her heart was for 
the first time changed. 
 
Born in Connecticut in 1792, Finney was nearly thirty years of age before he turned from his 
skepticism regarding Christianity and wholeheartedly embraced the Bible as the true Word of 
God. Ordained in 1824, he gave up his law profession in order to preach, but grew concerned 
when the members of his congregation repeatedly said they were “pleased” with his sermons. 
His preaching rapidly grew into the direct, explicit, and forceful calls-to-action and altar calls for 
which he is now famous. 
 
While Finney carried his revivals to several Northeastern states, the bulk of his meetings were in 
New York towns, especially Rome, Rochester, Utica, Clinton, Antwerp, Evans’ Mills, Western, and 
Gouverneur. In 1832, Finney began pastoring the Second Free Presbyterian Church in New York 
City. In 1835, he established the theology department at Oberlin Collegiate Institute in Oberlin, 
Ohio (known today as Oberlin College). He served there as a professor of theology as well as a 
pastor of Oberlin’s First Congregational Church until a few years before his death. He was also a 
member of the Oberlin College Board of Trustees from 1846 until he was elected president of 
the college in 1851. During these years, he continued to carry on his evangelism, even visiting 
Great Britain twice in 1849-50 and 1859-60. 
 
In August of 1875, Finney died in Oberlin from a heart ailment. 
 
Today, Charles Finney’s legacy stretches far beyond Oberlin College, or even the cities in which 
he sparked revival. He is remembered as a vocal advocate for the abolition of slavery and for the 
equal education for men and women of all races. He is also considered by Christians worldwide 
as the forefather to evangelists Dwight L. Moody, Billy Sunday, and Billy Graham. His writings on 
the landmark revivals he labored for in the nineteenth century are classic expositions for all 
would-be revivalists and seekers of spiritual awakening in the twenty-first century and beyond. 



Questions:  
What is your definition of revival?________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever seen revival? _______________________________________________________ 
How did it seem to take place?_____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did it effect you?____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

When to Expect a Revival 
Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You? 

—Psalm 85:6 
 
When there is a lack of brotherly love and Christian confidence among believers, then a revival 
is needed. Then there is a loud call for God to revive His work.  
 
Expect a revival when there are dissensions, jealousies, and evil rumors among believers. These 
things show that Christians have grown far away from God and that it is time to think seriously 
about a revival. 
 
Revival is needed when there is a worldly spirit in the church. The church has sunk into a low 
and backslidden state when you see Christians conform to the world in dress, parties, seeking 
worldly amusement, and reading filthy novels. When the church finds its members falling into 
gross and scandalous sins, then it is time to wake up and cry to God for a revival of religion. 
 

ARE YOU A CARELESS CHRISTIAN? 
When sinners are careless and stupid, it is time for Christians to get to work. It is as much their 
duty to wake up as it is for firemen to wake up when a fire breaks out. The church must put out 
the fires of hell that are consuming the wicked.  
 
Sleep? Should the firemen sleep and let the whole city burn down? What would people think of 
such firemen? And yet their guilt would not compare with the guilt of Christians who sleep 
while sinners around them are sinking into the fires of hell. 
 
If a minister finds he has lost, in any degree, the confidence of his people, he should work for a 
revival, knowing that it is the only means of regaining their confidence. I do not mean that his 
motive should be merely to regain the confidence of his people, but a revival started through 
his initiative will restore the confidence of the praying group of his people. If an elder or private 
member of the church finds his brethren cold toward him, there is only one way to restore their 
faith.  



• It is by being revived himself and pouring out the splendor of Jesus from his life. 
 
The fact is, Christians are more to blame for not being revived than sinners are for not being 
converted. 
 

KEEPING A CHURCH ALIVE 
 
A church declining in this way cannot continue to exist without a revival. If it receives new 
members, they will, for the most part, be ungodly people. Without revivals, there usually will 
not even be as many people converted as die in a year. There have been churches in this 
country where all of the members have died off, and since there were no revivals to convert 
others to take their places, the church has died and the organization has dissolved. 
 
Without a revival, sinners will grow harder and harder despite preaching. Your children and your 
friends will remain unsaved if there are no revivals to convert them. It would be better for them 
if there were no means of grace, no sanctuary, no Bible, and no preaching than to live and die 
where there is no revival. 
 
There is no other way for a church to be sanctified, grow in grace, and be groomed for heaven. 
What is growing in grace? Is it hearing sermons and getting some new ideas about religion? No, 
not at all. The Christian who does this, and nothing else, will grow worse and worse, more and 
more hardened. Finally, it will be nearly impossible to rouse him. 


