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Our Purpose: To build a community where everyone is welcomed and grows in faith to 

become deeply committed Christians. 
Our Vision: Offering hope, changing lives and transforming communities 

Our Journey: Knowing, loving and serving God. 
 

 
2018 Leadership 

Ministers - The Entire Congregation 
Lay Leader – Greg Carter, Glccart@aol.com 

Associate Lay Leader -  Rory Maynard, rjmaynard3@msn.com  
Administrative Council Chairperson - Lynne Mowery, lynne.mowery@amec.com 

Treasurer – Barbara Reiff finnreiff@comcast.net  
UM Men – Bill Minto mintofamily@verizon.net  & Raj Bartakke rajbartakke@cox.net  

United Methodist Women – Terri Timanus territimanus@gmail.com  
Hospitality Group – Jeannine Maynard, rjmaynard3@msn.com  

Trustees - Larry Gittings lgitt69@aol.com  
Family Ministries – Susanne Jewell susannej.oakhill@gmail.com  

Finance – Chris Gohrband  cagohrband@yahoo.com  
Staff-Parish Relations – Beth Carter bethwcarte@aol.com  

Worship – TBD 
Missions Chairpersons:  Joe & Eva Barcia joe.barcia@yahoo.com  

 
Church Staff 

Music Director: Mary Ann East maryann.east@gmail.com  
Music Accompanist: Kelly Nan smyung2@gmu.edu  

Children’s Coordinator – Kelli Timanus bjkelli@yahoo.com  
Youth Coordinator – Eric Snader eric.snader@hotmail.com  

Nursery Care – Miyo Shimoda tshimoda@hotmail.com  
Office Manager – Di Hannum Beatty Office@cofumc.org  

District Superintendent – Rev. Cathy Abbott; Bishop – Sharma Lewis 

Pastors - Rev. Rob Vaughn, Cell 703-283-2153 
Rev. Beth LaBella-Foster, Cell 214-704-0567 

Denominational Websites 
Arlington District – www.novaumc.org  | Virginia Conference – www.vaumc.org 

United Methodist Church - www.umc.org  
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From the Pastor 
You’re reading Community of Faith’s fifth annual 
report. While we report lots of information at our 
annual Charge Conference (our annual business 
meeting with the superintendent), this 2017 
report continues a now yearly tradition of a more comprehensive 
report to the congregation at large reviewing the past year.  

Throughout the year were some magnificent events such as a great 
winter carnival introducing a record number of neighbors to COF.  
Some annual events included providing health kits for UMCOR, making 
meal packets for Rise Against Hunger, UM Men’s Valentine’s brunch 
and Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.  A great evening of fun was chili 
bingo which is always a great place to bring friends.  The picnic, 
hayride along with educational events on end-of-life concerns and 
financial planning and several classes on Faith & the Bible were all part 
of opportunities during the year for both learning and fellowship. 
Every first Sunday, the UM Men gathered for breakfast and 
conversation with between 8 and 20 men.  For the first half of the 
2017, the monthly Celtic Evensong offered a contemplative worship 
experience.  

Three persons were part of the confirmation class primarily led by 
Josh McCauley.  In addition to classroom times at COF, the group 
visited the General Board of Church & Society (next to the Supreme 
Court), Wesley Seminary and the Holocaust Museum. Such 
experiences always deepen our faith and our concern for the world.  

We have always been blessed with exceptional staff and we were 
sorry to say goodbye to 2 during 2017.   Youth Director Joshua 
McCauley graduated from Wesley Theological Seminary in May and 
received an appointment to be the associate pastor at Duncan 
Memorial UMC in Ashland in June.  We also said goodbye to Faith 
Zúñiga as our accompanist and organist as she continues to teach and 
complete her doctorate at GMU.  

During the summer and fall we were blessed to receive two new staff.  
We welcomed Eric Snader as our director of youth ministry and Dr. 
Kelly Nam as our organist and accompanist. They both quickly began 
contributing to the life of our faith community.  

In 2017, our electronic presence continued to evolve.  Community of 
Faith’s presence on Facebook continues to be skillfully maintained by 
Rev. Beth LeBella-Foster and in the early fall, we unveiled a new 
website look at www.cofumc.org.  The phone and tablet app, 
ChurchLife, continues to offer us a current and easy-to-access church 
directory, calendar, and even a way to make a gift to COF.   

By the Numbers 
During 2017 Community of Faith: 
• Served the equivalent of 

26,000 individuals during the 
year at the food ministry with 
an average of 100 families 
each week (and the average 
family size 4.8 persons per 
family) 

• Transferred to the church 
eternal Audrey Duggan, Bobby 
Wood, Ramsey Edward 
Durrett 

• Recorded 386 persons as 
members on December 3 

• Followed 61 persons on our 
constituent list (persons who 
are regular participants and 
receive pastoral care but have 
not yet joined) 

• Held 44 on the “Baptized roll” 
(persons who are baptized yet 
not been received into 
Profession Membership.) 

• Saw the average worship 
attendance drop from 119 in 
2016 to 115 in 2017. 

• Witnessed were over 70% of 
the worshipping congregation 
engaged in some aspect of 
the food ministry during in the 
year. 

• Contributed 100% of our 
apportionments for 2017 (our 
fair share of mission giving to 
The United Methodist Church) 
for the 19th year in a row! 
 

http://www.cofumc.org/
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Many of our members and friends have found value in making their financial contributions online. During 2017, 
48% of all our financial contributions were made in that manner.  

Our partnership with Epiphany Episcopal Church has been a blessing to both our congregations and to the 
community.  Together we make possible the The Food Pantry, share in making meal packets for Rise Against 
Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) and assist in the county hypothermia shelter housed at Epiphany during 
Christmas week. In the fall, we shared in learning about Islam together with representative from ADAMS.  

Every day someone is picks up and delivers food.  On Mondays and Tuesday, the church is filled with volunteers 
setting and distributing food.  COF has become a place of significant service for both community groups and 
individuals. The Service League of Oakton and Blue Bells are two groups focusing on Mom’s and their teenage 
sons and daughters who’ve continued to offer volunteers weekly throughout the year.  During 2017, we also 
became a member of the Capital Area Food Bank.   

Our administrative meetings begin with the question, “Where have you seen God present this week?”  That 
reflection reminds us that our work is not “business as usual” but helps remind us what we are about. It also 
keeps us attentive to seeing God in unexpected places.   

The real story at COF is how persons are being touched by God’s love through our ministry both together and 
individually. Many of you have spoken about how you have come to a deeper understanding of God’s presence 
and grace in your life.  Your caring for one another and the community is wonderfully evident in your generosity. 
There are persons who are living in the cars and have gas in their tanks because of you.   There are persons who 
just need a little extra help to get through the month have found a blessing here because of you. There are 
persons who just need a prayer and found you here to pray with them. There are folks who are less hungry 
because of your witness through The Food Pantry.  The commitment of so many folks willing to help serve the 
poor, the commitment to deepen our faith through study and service and worship continues to make me so very 
proud of Community of Faith.    I’m confident 2018 will continue to help us offer Christ’s love and grace to the 
world.  

Blessings, Pastor Rob 

 

 

Welcome to new members during 2017 
Erin & Michael Aji, David & Jane Durrett, Cathy & Greg Knudson, Eric Snader, Alireza Yamin 

From the confirmation class: Harry Shuster, Gab Ransom, Sarah Wellman 

Baptisms during 2017 
Nora Virginia Bergquist, Allison Noel Aji,  

Harvey David Durrett, Harry Shuster,  
Naomi Blair Knudson, Alireza Yamin 
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Scouting for Food 2017 
 For the first time in 18 years, our Scouting for Food 
weekend moved indoors – the weather was expected 
to be consistently in the 20s (as a high!).  Thanks to 
creative leadership by Terry & Steve Metcalf and Kelli 
Timanus, the weekend went smoothly.  Chris Gohrband 
coordinated the local scouting community and this 
year, there was a 25% increase in the number of boxes 
placed in the barn for the coming year.  Scouting for 
Food provides 90% of the canned goods distributed 
over the next year.  
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The Food Pantry at COF 
A food distribution ministry of Community of Faith and Epiphany Episcopal 
Every Tuesday evening, the sanctuary transforms as a place that provides food for the 
soul to food for the body. Looking like a local grocery store, gifts from area grocers, 
food stores and neighbors make the food ministry possible.  What is amazing is the 
food that fed over several thousand families is food that would have been destroyed! 
Non-perishables are gathered from the annual Scouting for Food event in November.  
The weekly average number of food clients in 2017 was 99. With an average family membership of 
4.8, COF helped the equivalent of 26,000 individuals! Our food contributors in 2017 included: 
 

Franklin Farm Giant Food 
Food Lion - Centerville & McLearen Roads 
Trader Joe’s - Reston  
Mom’s Organic Market - Elden Street, Herndon 
Famous Dave’s – Sterling & Chantilly 
KFC - Sterling 
Chipotle - South Lakes, Reston, Franklin Farm 
Nandos -Ashburn   

Starbucks - South Lakes  
Bob Evans, Chantilly 
HMS – Dulles Airport 

 

 
Tuesday night is not the only time that food hunger is addressed during the year. For the fourth year, 
COF has joined Epiphany in a Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing event. In June, about 75 persons 
packaged 14,000 meals in just under 2 hours!  

 
2017 also brought membership in the Capital 
Area Food Bank offering us the opportunity to 
leverage some food donors as well as to be able 

to purchase some items in quantity from the food bank.  
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2017 Finance Report 
In 2017, Community of Faith was able keep its general fund income and expenses in balance 
from January through June, by postponing some payments of budgeted apportionments to the 
Virginia Conference and Arlington District.  However, in July the church transferred $10,000 from 
its investment fund to the checking account to have sufficient funds to pay its bills.   

Like a family living paycheck-to-paycheck, the church is always challenged to find sufficient 
income to pay its bills.  At the beginning of 2017, the expected general fund expenses 
exceeded the expected income by $72,398. 

In the last five months of the year, other sources of income that were not foreseen in the budget increased church 
income sufficiently to allow the church to pay all its bills by the end of the year, including all the apportionments, 
without taking more than the $10,000 transfer from the investment fund taken in July.  The additional income 
also enabled the church to overcome shortfalls from the loss of rent provided by the preschool which closed in 
June.   

The sources of unforeseen income in 2017 included: 

• The cell tower easement resulting in: 
o A payment of back-rent of $23,260 and 
o A higher quarterly rental income of $9,019 for the year 

• Payments of 2017 pledges and other offerings were $22,593 higher than expected 
• Advance payments of 2018 pledges in December 2017 were $14,253 

The unforeseen income and the transfer from the investment fund, resulted in a small increase in the funds set 
aside to pay bills from the general fund, from $13,349 at the end of 2016 to $16,755 at the end of 2017.  

Funds set aside at BB&T in restricted funds to support the food pantry, missions, mission trips, the pastor’s 
discretionary fund, the building fund, and the memorial fund increased from $13,919 to $31,134.  Most of the 
increase was in the memorial fund.  Details for all the funds can be found on page 8. 

The kitchen was renovated with the United Methodist Men’s leading a coin bucket collection raising $3,397 along 
with The Food Pantry’s contribution of $3,136.  The rest of the costs for the renovation were a gift from our 
contractor, KVB Construction. 

The church’s investment fund did very well in the strong stock market in 2017 increasing in value from $266,553 
to $294,751 over the course of 2017.  This represents an increase of $28,198 even after the deduction of $10,000 
used to balance the budget. 

The attention of the finance committee is now focused on expected income and spending for 2018.  The church 
budget for 2018 has an expected deficit of $55,103.  Planned expenses of $429,933 exceeded projected income of 
$374,830 from pledges and other sources.   

For Community of Faith to fully support its ministry financially as a vital and active congregation, members will 
need to be more and more generous and financially committed to the church.  The church has its investment fund 
to support the future of the ministry.  Only by fully funding the budget with contributions to the general fund in 
2018 will we be able to preserve and build the investment fund, which is set aside for future capital 
improvements and unanticipated capital outlays. Our finance team monitors our funding closely and will continue 
to report to the congregation periodically in 2018. 

Our finance team is comprised of Lynne Mowery – (Administrative Council chairperson), Barbara Reiff (Treasurer), 
Jenny Winstedt (Financial Secretary), Beth Carter (Staff Parish Chair), Larry Gittings (Trustee Chair), Greg Carter 
(Lay Leader), Di Hannum (Office Manager/Bookkeeper), Roy Kallman (counter coordinator). 
 

Chris Gohrband, 
Finance Chair 

cagohrband@yahoo.com 



Community of Faith United Methodist Church 
Annual Report for 2017 |Page 8 

 

 

 

Special dedicated Funds:  
COF maintains several dedicated funds whose gifts are used only for a specific purpose. They include: 
 
Memorial funds: On the occasion of a death, COF sets up a 
limited-time memorial fund to receive contributions.  
 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (PDF): Throughout the year, 
these funds have blessed many persons and families living in 
economic stress. The PDF gifts have provided gas cards, medication, 
physician co-pays, and a safe place to stay during times of unusual 
weather for several in our area that are homeless. PDF gifts also have 
helped to keep on or restore power and water.  On the first Sunday 
of each month, baskets are placed in the sanctuary for contributions.  
 
The Food Pantry at COF: Monies for the food ministry 
support the infrastructure of the program as well as occasional 
purchases of food. In-kind donation from the 20+ groceries and 
restaurants who donate food is estimated to be about $500,000-
plus. 
 
Building Fund: Provides for capital needs for COF including 
future expansion and planning.   
 
Missions Fund: Throughout the year, COF receives 
contributions for mission support. In 2017, the missions fund 
supported our United Methodist mission both domestically and 
around the globe.  In addition to this fund, our mission contribution 
also includes our United Methodist apportionment giving which is 
noted elsewhere.  In addition to money for missions, there is a small 
fund to support scholarships for mission trips.  
 

 
 
Special giving includes:  
Gifts of Hope during Advent and Christmas 
are a meaningful way to honor a loved one 
while making a difference in the world. 
Deciding which cause to give to puts our 
spirits in a place to reclaim the true 
meaning of Christmas.  

Contributions during 2017 $20,100.00 
Monies spent during 2017 $  3,261.00 
Balance on December 31 $18,813.00 

Contributions during 2017  $10,308.00 
Monies spent during 2017     $ 7,508.00 
Balance on December 31 $ 3,690.00 

Contributions during 2017 $ 9,268.00 
Monies spent during 2017 $10,541.00 
Balance on December 31 $ 5,184.00 

Contributions during 2017 $3,460.00 
Monies spent during 2017    $4,810.00 
Balance on December 31 $1,564.00 

Missions Fund: 
Contributions during 2017 $ 4,095.00 
Monies spent during 2017 $ 3,895.00 
Balance on December 31 $ 1,289.00 

Missions Trip Scholarships 
Contributions during 2017 $        0.00 
Monies spent during 2017 $        0.00 
Balance on December 31 $   591.00 
 Gifts of Hope during 2017 included:  

• Bethlehem Bible College - $100.00 
• UMCOR $1,840.00 
• Pathways -$220.00 
• Heifer Project -$215.00 
• Pastor’s Discretionary Fund - $250.00 
• COF Food Pantry - $420.00 

Christmas Eve Offering  
• $1,734.00 for UMC Outreach 
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How COF receives your financial gifts 

Online Giving: Using MyCOF through the church website (www.cofumc.org) this option allows you to 
make gifts through your checking account or credit card.  Online gifts may be made for one-
time only or scheduled to be made at any time interval (weekly, bi-weekly or monthly for 
example).  Cards noting “I gave online this week” are in the worship “Welcome Home” books 
which can be used to place in the weekly offering plate if desired.  

 

 
 

Weekly Envelopes: Weekly envelopes are provided for all contributors who desire them.  

Credit Card: COF is able to accept funds by most major credit cards. As in any credit card transaction the 
costs to COF depends on the card.  However, most cards charge COF a processing fee of 2.5%.  
For example, your gift of $100 by credit card costs the giver $100 and COF receives between 
$96.50-97.50 depending on the card type.  

Online shopping through micro-donations: Your purchases through the online shopping portal of 
www.UMCMarket.org provides a percentage to COF. UMC Market has over 500 stores. If you 
shop with Amazon, COF is an Amazon Smile charity and you can direct a percentage of your 
purchase in that manner.  

Corporate Dollar Matching: Some corporations have a dollar match option for charitable contributions - 
if you work for a company that has this type of program, it may be possible to offer a gift that 
would be matched by your employer. Several individuals have found ways to double their 
gifts to the food ministry or scouting program.  

 
 

http://www.cofumc.org/
http://www.umcmarket.org/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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What do our United Methodist Funds do?   
Outreach around the world, empowering evangelistic efforts, building 
new churches, paying missionary salaries, providing for missions in 
medicine, agriculture and education, seeking to stimulate Bible study 
and spiritual commitment and helping God’s children everywhere is 
the work supported by the World Service Fund. It is the financial 
lifeline to a long list of Christian mission and ministry in our 
denomination. During 2017, COF contributed $5.868 to this fund.  

When God calls persons to full time Christian service, United Methodist seminaries and 
annual conferences help persons answer that call.  The funds to support those efforts 
come from the Ministerial Education Fund. COF contributed $1,983 to this fund. 

Overseeing over 12 million United Methodists on four continents and 134 countries to witness to the love of Jesus 
Christ for a hurting world are our bishops. Working around the globe to offer leadership to local churches and 
annual conferences, the bishops and their offices are supported by the Episcopal Fund.  COF contributed $1,740 
to this fund. 

Supporting United Methodism’s work with other Methodist bodies in the Pan-Methodist Commission as well as 
other Christian bodies through the world Council of Churches is the Interdenominational Cooperation Fund.  

Thirty years ago, the United Methodist bishops of Africa called for investment in 
higher education in Africa and the result was Africa University in Old Mutare, 
Zimbabwe, the first private university for young men and women from all over 
Africa. The Africa University Fund continues to support this school which has 
educated over 4000+ graduates.   COF contributed $177 to this fund. 

Like any organization, it’s only as good as its infrastructure and the General 
Administration Fund provides for administrative rather programmatic activities. The General Conference and 
denominational finance and record offices are supported by this fund. COF contributed $933 to this fund. 

The Black College Fund provides support to our historic African-American United Methodist schools including 
Meharry Medical College in Nashville, one of the nation’s oldest and largest historically black academic health 
science centers which ranks as one of the nation’s top 5 producers of primary care physicians in the US. COF 
contributed $792 to this fund. 

Within the Arlington District (which includes much of Arlington County, central and western Fairfax and parts of 
Loudoun County) we provide $4,797 to support this work. Arlington is the most ethnically diverse district in 
American Methodism with multiple Hispanic, Korean, Ghana, Vietnamese and Anglo churches!  

For the services of our annual conference offices COF contributes $3,852 to provide for communications, 
accounting, clergy health care and programs for children, youth and young adults, church vitality and generating 
new faith communities and more. These funds are called “apportionments” in United Methodist language 
because they are apportioned to local churches as their fair share of contribution to our United Methodist mission 
and witness based on each church’s financial health.  It is how the 12.5 million United Methodists around the 
world organize and fund our witness to God’s love in Christ.  

For an incredible number of stories about how lives are transformed through our United Methodist 
mission funds, visit www.umcgiving.org or one of groups that work for the church such as:  

General Board of Church & Society www.umcjustice.org 
General Board of Global Ministries www.umcmission.org 
General board of Discipleship www.umcdiscipleship.org  

http://www.umcgiving.org/
http://www.umcjustice.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
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Children’s Ministry at COF 
The Children’s and Family Ministry continues to thrive at Community of Faith. We are 
blessed with dedicated church school teachers who prepare and teach on Sunday 
mornings.  We have expanded to 4 classes:  3-year-olds led by Kelli & Evan Timanus; 
PreK & Kindergarten led by Dana Boyer, Mandy Smith and Alexandra Helms; Younger 
Elementary led by Stephanie Martin, Gina Lindquist and Karla Mihalak; and Older 
Elementary led by Carol & Lee Larsen.  In addition to Sunday morning Christian 
Education classes, children participated in VBS, Family 
Advent Events and mission projects including packing bag 
lunches for Cornerstone of Reston, collecting hygiene items 
for food pantry clients, bagging sugar and tea for the food 
pantry and creating 100 health kits for UMCOR.   

Throughout the year, Family Ministries sponsored several 
events for families of all ages including picnics, a hayride 
and a very successful chili bingo night.  To learn more about 
children at COF, contact Kelli at Children@cofumc.org  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:Children@cofumc.org
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Youth Group News 
Eric Snader (ericsnader@hotmail.com) 

This year saw Eric Snader step into the role as Student Ministries Director at 
Community of Faith UMC.  In the past 6 months, Eric has had the opportunity and 
privilege to build relationships with the youth at Community of Faith. This has been 
especially evident through such events as Game-a-palooza, kayaking on the 
Occoquan River, attending the Bi-District Youth corn maze, our Fall Costume party, 
our Christmas Movie Party, and weekly youth groups. As of right now, we are 
averaging around 3-4 students at 
our programs per week, with an 
uptick in numbers with these 
fellowship events. In the 
upcoming year, we will begin the 
Revamped Alpha Youth Film 
Series for our Youth Group 
schedule, as well as creating 
both a monthly service and 
fellowship opportunity for our 
students to be able to connect 
and engage with the Divine presence in tangible and meaningful ways.  

The past 6 months has also seen a new Youth Volunteer Leader emerge in 
Ali Greenburg. Ali has seamlessly entered a leadership role in our student 
ministry and has been able to flourish in the relationships that she has 
formed with our youth. In addition, the creation of a separate middle 
school ministry group has come to fruition in the past six months and looks 
to continue to grow, with our middle school group forming the highest 
turnout at youth group and other student ministry events. Looking forward, 
Eric will be looking to recruit more adult volunteer leaders who are 
passionate about helping to form and mold students into the future 
disciples and leaders that they will become. 

The past 6 months have been a wonderful time of relationship building and 
meaningful conversation. Eric eagerly looks forward to seeing God at work 
over the coming year at COF.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


