
 
 

Goin’ Home 

“Family Plan” 
 

As well as the verse, we have a question with an answer for you to review 
with your child each day. This question/answer will be the same for multiple 
weeks and is designed to help your child lock into memory what they are 
learning. Begin each day with asking the question and helping your child 
respond with the correct answer. Please take 5-10 minutes each day to 
recite the verse with your child, discuss the question for the day, and pray 
with them. 
 
 

Question: What are the purposes of the church? 
 
Answer: The Church is to worship God, help nurture believers and witness.  
 
The verse for the week is: 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
   

MONDAY 
Last week we began looking at the purposes of the 
church. We started with the church’s relationship to 
God. The church exists to worship God. We 
worship Jesus. That is a primary reason why 
followers of Jesus gather together.  
 
When we worship God we proclaim to Him and 
everyone else how wonderful He is. We give Him 
glory for who He is and what He has done. What 
are some things we proclaim about God? 
Allow answers…His power, faithfulness, goodness, 
love, holiness, salvation…give Him thanks! 
 
What are some ways we worship God as the 
church, the body of Christ? Allow answers 
Song…prayer…teaching 
 
Our worship goes even beyond song, prayer and 
study. Romans 12:1 tells us to present our bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, for 
this is our spiritual worship. In everything we do, 
we should submit ourselves to God and His 
purposes. This is worship. We give Him our best of 
everything we have and everything we are. Our 
lives become lives of worship. 
 
PRAY-Thank you Jesus for your church. Help us 
to make it be a place that always worships you in 
all we do. 
 

TUESDAY 
We’ve seen the church’s purpose in relationship to God 
is one of worship. We are to worship Him in all that we 
do. All we sing, pray, teach, say and do should bring 
Him honor and glory. 
 
What about the church’s purpose and responsibility to 
other believers, to members of the family of God? 
What is our purpose to each other? Allow answers 
 
The church helps nurture followers of Jesus. Nurture 
means helps grow in the faith, meeting spiritual and 
physical needs.  
Understanding the church as the family of God helps us 
understand this better. How do family members act 
toward one another? They nurture each other. They 
love each other, don’t they. What do they do when a 
family member needs help? They help. In fact, in a 
healthy and loving family, people but the needs of their 
family before their own. That’s how much they love 
each other. Often you can tell people are family by how 
they love each other. This is the same for the family of 
God. 
 
Remember what Jesus said in John 13:34-35 (Read) 
The family of God is to love each other as Jesus loves 
us. And as we do, people will know we are his 
followers.  
 
PRAY Lord, thank you for making us a part of the 
family of God. Help us to love one another as you love 
us. Help us to build each other up in the faith. 



 WEDNESDAY 
As we gather as a church we seek to grow in our 
faith and knowledge of God. This has been true 
since the beginning of the church. We can see how 
the church goes about by looking at the early 
church in Acts 2:42. Let’s read that verse together. 
 
What did the church do when they gathered?  
Allow answers 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching 
(learning about Jesus), sharing meals (including 
celebrating Communion), fellowshipping together, 
and to prayer. As they did this, their knowledge of 
Jesus grew as did their faith. They were 
strengthened spiritually and better able to withstand 
the lies and troubles they would face in the world as 
followers Jesus.  
 
You will face struggles and troubles in this world 
also. You will be tempted and presented with lies. 
It is very important you are part of a local church to 
help you grow stronger in your faith, to be a 
physical help when you need it, and to encourage 
you when you struggle.   
 
PRAY-Lord, help us to be people devoted to 
leaning about you, to fellowship and prayer. 

THURSDAY 
Jesus once said, “Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13 
 
Can we really have this kind of love for each other. We 
can. And while we probably will never be asked to give 
our life for a brother or sister in Christ, we may be 
asked to love and serve them in other ways. Maybe it’s 
mowing a lawn for someone, or taking them meals 
when they are sick. There are all kinds of ways we can 
help each other.  
 
In the passage we were looking at yesterday, Acts 2:42 
we glimpsed into the life of the early church. Listen to 
verses 44-45 (read). Wow! What a way to help each 
other. They went so far as to sell things they had to 
help each other! That is love!  
 
And what was the result? Just as Jesus said, people 
knew they were followers of him. And they were 
drawn to faith in Jesus. Listen to verse 46. 
 
 
PRAY-Thank you Lord for the family of God. Help us 
to love each other so much we are willing to gladly 
give and help each other as we are able. May our love 
for one another and for you draw others attention to 
your goodness and love. 

FRIDAY 
As the family of God we help build each other up 
in the faith. We pray for each other. We learn and 
study together. In Ephesians 4 we learn that God 
has given different abilities to different people in 
the church to help us ALL grow more mature and 
stronger in our faith. Verse 13 says we are to seek 
unity in our faith and grow mature in our 
knowledge of Jesus. Why do you think this is 
important? Allow answers 
 
As our faith and understanding of Jesus grows we 
will worship him more and share him more. We 
will be able to build up and encourage other 
believers more. And we will be able to better stand 
against the lies and temptations of the world. 
Ephesians 4:14 says that as we grow in our faith we 
are less likely to be “tossed to and fro by the waves 
and carried about by spiritual lies.” We are more 
like a huge ship instead of a small boat able to 
withstand the waves. 
PRAY-Lord, thank you for the body of Christ. 
Help us to encourage and build each other up 
spiritually so we are not fooled by lies. 

SATURDAY 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:11 Paul says to encourage one 
another and build each other up. What a joy it is to 
know that we have brothers and sisters in Christ who 
can help us grow in our faith, who can help us correct 
our behaviors when we make bad choices and who love 
us. And yet, many followers of Jesus think they don’t 
need to be a part of a local church. Think of the love 
and encouragement they are missing. Listen to what we 
are told in Hebrews 10:24-25.  
 
So not only is it unwise not to be a part of a local 
church, it is really disobedient as well. How can we 
encourage and build each other up if we are not 
meeting together? As we meet, as we encourage, as we 
build each other up, as we love one another, we not 
only help each other but we worship God by our very 
actions. By giving of ourselves, by being obedient to 
his commands, by putting God’s will and desires 
before our own. 
PRAY- Lord Jesus, we offer ourselves as living 
sacrifices to you. Do what you want with us. We want 
to live for you and not ourselves. Thank you from 
saving us from darkness and giving us life. 


