
 
 

Goin’ Home 

“Family Plan” 
 

As well as the verse, we have a question with an answer for you to review 
with your child each day. This question/answer will be the same for multiple 
weeks and is designed to help your child lock into memory what they are 
learning. Begin each day with asking the question and helping your child 
respond with the correct answer. Please take 5-10 minutes each day to 
recite the verse with your child, discuss the question for the day, and pray 
with them. 
 
 

Question: What is the Church? 
 
Answer: The Church is the group of all people who place their faith in Jesus and live under his authority. 
 
The verse for the week is: Ephesians 4:15 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ
  

MONDAY 
So, let’s review what we have learned about the 
church so far. Whose church is it? Jesus’! 
He is in charge. He makes it grow. He is the chief 
cornerstone of the church. It will stand against all 
things, it will not fail. 
 
Last week we talked about the Universal Church. 
What does this mean? Allow answers 
 
The Universal Church is made up of all followers 
of Jesus in all time and all places. It is made up of 
every Christian ever! 
 
While we cannot know who all these people are we 
CAN know that Jesus knows every one and none 
are lost from him. 
 
This week we will learn about the local church. We 
will learn about what this phrase means and what 
the local church is called by God to do and be. 
 
PRAY (Thank you Jesus for your church. Thank 
you for the friends and family we have there. Thank 
you that it is a place that gives you glory. Help it to 
do so even more.) 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
Let’s talk about the local church. First, what does the 
word local mean? allow answers 
 
So the local church is any group of followers of Jesus 
who meet together in order to worship, learn more 
about God and share His goodness with others.  
 
What is the local church you are a part of? 
The Orchard! 
 
But we must remember, The Orchard Church is not the 
building we meet in. It is the followers of Jesus who 
meet together and call themselves The Orchard. Listen 
to ways Paul speaks of local churches in the Bible. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:2. 
 
Paul speaks of the church that meets in Corinth. Again 
in 1 Corinthians 16:19 he speaks of the church that 
meets in Prisca and Aquila’s house.  
 
Since the local church is a group of Christians who 
meet together and not a building, we should ask what 
the group meets together for. We will look at this over 
the next few days. 
  
PRAY Thank you Lord for your local church, The 
Orchard. Show us what you would have us do and be. 



WEDNESDAY 
Let’s talk today about one of the purposes of the 
local church. One of the reasons followers of Jesus 
gather together, one of the reasons The Orchard 
Church exists. It is to worship God.   
 
We gather to lift up songs and prayers to God in 
order to worship Him. Why do we worship Him? 
Because He is God and worthy of worship! He is 
holy and just, good and merciful.  
 
Because Jesus laid down his live for us, dying to 
take the penalty of our sins and rose again giving us 
new life we worship him. We worship him saying 
thank you for what you have done and we worship 
him for what he will do…return as a conquering 
King and create the new heavens and new earth 
where there will be no sin, no death, no evil. 
 
So we worship him in song and prayer. How else 
do we worship him? Allow answers 
By how we act and serve him, how we love others 
 
PRAY-Thank you for the local church. We give 
you praise and worship. We give you thanks for 
who you are Lord, the only true God. 

THURSDAY 
Yesterday we saw that a main purpose of the local 
church is to worship God. Another purpose of the local 
church is to encourage and help other Christians. 
Read Hebrews 10:24-25  
What are some ways we can help other followers of 
Jesus as we meet together? Allow answers 
 
We help with physical needs they may have. We pray 
for and with each other. We learn from one another. 
Pastors and Sunday school teachers teach. We study 
the Bible together.  
 
Also, when one of us is doing something that God does 
not like, fellow Christians can help each other notice 
this and correct this. This is called accountability. All 
these things help people in a local church grow 
spiritually.  This is something each of us is called to do. 
 
Listen to Ephesians 4:15. Read and discuss 
 
 
PRAY-Thank you for your local church. Thank you for 
bringing your family together to spur one another on in 
love, helping each to grow more in our relationship 
with you. 

FRIDAY 
So we have seen the local church is to worship 
God. We have seen it is to encourage and help 
other followers of Jesus grow in their relationship 
with him. But what about those people who are not 
followers of Jesus, who are not Christians? Does 
the local church have a purpose from God for them 
as well? Absolutely! What is it? Allow answers 
 
The local church represents Jesus in the world to 
those who don’t know him. We are to show his 
love and mercy. We are to share what he has done 
for them, dying on the Cross for their sins. We do 
this both in the building we use and also in the 
towns we live in. We are to love them and share the 
Good News of the Gospel of Jesus. Why? Listen to 
Matthew 28:18-20. Now listen to Romans 1:16! 
Jesus has called us to this task and given us the 
gospel which is the power of God to save those who 
believe!  
 
PRAY-Thank you Jesus for your local church. 
Thank you for calling us to share your Gospel and 
being with us as we do.  

SATURDAY 
So every local church is called by God to worship him, 
build each other up and reach out to those who don’t 
know Jesus with the Gospel. 
 
When a church does all these it is healthy and grows.  
If it focuses all its attention on only one or two, it does 
not grow in a healthy manner, fulfilling its call. 
 
How can it fulfill all these purposes? It only does all 
these best as each member, each believer is active and 
uses their gifts and skills for the church to thrive. Every 
person is important, every person contributes. How can 
you contribute to the heath and growth of the local 
church you are a part of? How can you help it fulfill its 
mission and purposes? At The Orchard we describe this 
mission as making fully functioning followers of Jesus 
rooted in hope and branching out to the world. 
 
PRAY-Thank you Jesus for your church. Thank you 
for calling us to be a part of it. Help us to always look 
to you for guidance, for strength, and for protection. 
Help us to do and be a church that brings you glory. 


