
 
 

Goin’ Home 

“Family Plan” 
 

As well as the verse, we have a question with an answer for you to review 
with your child each day. This question/answer will be the same for multiple 
weeks and is designed to help your child lock into memory what they are 
learning. Begin each day with asking the question and helping your child 
respond with the correct answer. Please take 5-10 minutes each day to 
recite the verse with your child, discuss the question for the day, and pray 
with them. 
 
 

Question: What is the Church? 
 
Answer: The Church is the group of all people who place their faith in Jesus and live under his authority. 
 
The verse for the week is: 
 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell will not 
prevail against it.        Matthew 16:18    
 

MONDAY 
It’s the beginning of a new study! A study of the 
church. We will learn many things about the church 
in the coming weeks. This week we are going to 
talk about who the church belongs to. 
 
If I asked you whose church you went to, what 
would you say? Allow answers 
 
Sometimes people might say, “My mom and 
dad’s.” or “Pastor Tim’s”. They may say the go to 
“Miss _______’s church”. But who does the church 
really belong to? Allow answer 
 
It belongs to Jesus! In our verse for the week, Jesus 
said, “I will build MY church.” He has made it very 
clear for us. So, although the church we go to may 
be full of people who help run it, it belongs to 
Jesus. That is a very important thing to remember. 
 
Because it belongs to him, Jesus has the right to do 
what he wants with it. He is in charge of it. And it 
should be doing things that worship him and help 
others to know him.  
 
PRAY (Thank you Jesus for your church. Thank 
you for the friends and family we have there. Thank 
you that it is a place that gives you glory. Help it to 
do so even more.) 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
So, yesterday we learned the church belongs to Jesus. 
He is the authority of the church. The Bible uses 
different ideas to teach us what this relationship is like. 
It calls the church the bride of Jesus. It also calls the 
church the body of Jesus, with Jesus being the head. 
 
We will learn more about these ideas in later weeks, 
but it is important to know that in every instance, Jesus 
clearly rules the church. He is in charge!  
 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to be a part of the 
church. In fact, the Greek word used in the Bible for 
church means “called-out ones”. Christians are called 
out of sin, out of darkness and into God’s light through 
faith in Jesus. And we are called into the church. Into 
Jesus’ church.  
 
Long ago, Jesus asked his disciples who they said he 
was. Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” It is the profession of faith that Jesus is the 
Son of God, the Messiah, who came to take our sins 
away, it is on this truth that Jesus builds his church. 
 
And he still is building it. Every time someone accepts 
Jesus as Lord and Savior his church grows. They 
become a part of the church.  
  
PRAY (Thank you Jesus that you are in charge of your 
church. Thank you that you have called and made all 
who profess you as Lord and Savior part of it.) 



WEDNESDAY 
Yesterday we briefly mentioned something Jesus is 
doing with his church. Do you remember what it 
was? Allow answers  It’s in the verse we have been 
learning this week. He said he will BUILD his 
church. What do you think this means? 
 
Remember, we learned the church is those who are 
“called out ones”, people who have placed their 
faith in Jesus. When Jesus says he will build his 
church, he is saying he will continue to have more 
and more people follow him! He will keep adding 
to the number of people who know him as Lord and 
Savior.  
 
How will this happen? Who will do this? Allow 
answers. Look again at the verse. Jesus said “I” 
will build my church. He is the one responsible for 
building it, for increasing the number of people 
who follow him. To be sure, he gives us jobs to do. 
That’s fair. He is in charge. But in the end, HE is 
the one who grows the church. Isn’t it comforting 
to know Jesus takes this responsibility on himself? 
 
PRAY-Thank you Jesus that you have called us 
into your church and that you have given us jobs to 
do. Thank you that YOU are the one who grows 
your church for only you have the power to do so. 

THURSDAY 
We have seen the church belongs to Jesus. We have 
seen that he is in charge of it, having authority over it. 
We have seen he is the one who builds it, who causes it 
to grow. It is also important to know that Jesus is the 
“cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:20) Now, what does that 
mean? That’s an odd statement.  
 
The cornerstone was the stone that made sure the walls 
were made straight. It was placed in the corner and the 
walls were built outward from it and on top of it. It is 
the most important stone in a stone building. If it was 
not perfect, the walls would not be straight or stable. 
 
Jesus is perfect. And so he is the perfect cornerstone on 
which he builds his church. Why do you think this is 
important? Allow answers 
 
If a local church starts worshipping in a way that does 
not have Jesus as its focus, or if it has a wrong idea of 
who Jesus is, it cannot function well. It’s “walls” will 
not be straight or stable because its cornerstone is not 
Jesus. 
 
PRAY-Thank you Jesus that YOU are the cornerstone 
of your church. Help us to line up everything we do in 
church with who YOU are.   

FRIDAY 
Today, we’ll look at the last part of our verse for 
the week. Jesus has said he will build his church. 
He has also said that not even the gates of hell will 
prevail against it. What do you think this means? 
Allow answers. 
 
Not death, not even hell could win against Jesus’ 
church! The church will always exist because there 
will always be people who truly know and love 
Jesus. And he will continue to use his church in the 
world for his goals. There may be times when the 
church seems like it is sick, even dying. Usually, 
this happens when people in the church stop using 
Jesus as the cornerstone. But there will always be a 
true, faithful following of Jesus, even when things 
seem dark and bad. 
 
Does this give you confidence knowing Jesus will 
preserve and protect his church? 
 
PRAY-Thank you Jesus that you have said you 
church will always stand, that nothing can defeat it. 
We find confidence and strength knowing you are 
the power in charge. 

SATURDAY 
So, what have we learned about the church so far? 
Allow answers. Review ideas briefly if child needs 
 
We have learned the church belongs to Jesus. 
 
It is made up of those who believe in him and are 
“called out ones”, built on faith in who he is. 
 
Jesus is in charge or his church. 
 
Jesus will build and grow it. 
 
Jesus is not only the builder of his church but the chief 
cornerstone.  
 
Nothing can win against his church in the long run, not 
even death and hell. 
 
PRAY-Thank you Jesus for your church. Thank you 
for calling us to be a part of it. Help us to always look 
to you for guidance, for strength, and for protection. 
Help us to do and be a church that brings you glory. 


