
Grace (Horizontal) Examples in Scripture   

When you know what to look for, you start seeing vertical and horizontal grace everywhere. The Bible is 
filled with examples. Here is a brief list of people in the Bible who were agents, great dispensers of God’s 
horizontal grace. I wish I could talk about each one, but we would be here all day. I will also put this list 
up on the website. 


But just to tease you, here are a few...

A. SOME EXAMPLES IN THE BIBLE


A. Joseph

A. and the grace he extended to his brothers at the end of Genesis. 


B. David 

A. how he spared Saul’s life

B. and the story of Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth in 2nd Samuel 9 


C. Mary in Luke 1:40

D. The Apostles in Acts 4:33

E. Stephen in Acts 6:8

F. Paul is a great example of God’s totally undeserved grace. For a little 

fuller discussion of God’s grace to Paul, see one of the docs on the 
website. The web address in on a little piece of paper on the credenza in 
the front hall. 


G. And finally, of course, the greatest example of grace is Jesus himself.

A. John 1:14 says, "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth."  


B. And John 1:16 says, "From the fullness of his grace we have all 
received one blessing after another." The ESV says, " ... we have all 
received, grace upon grace." Just beautiful language. 


C. We could do a year long series of sermons on the grace of Jesus. He 
is full of grace and truth, as His whole life reflects it. 


D. One brief example would be how he treated Peter. Especially when 
Jesus was arrested in John 18, and a not so good Peter denied him. 
Not once, not twice, but three times. What did Jesus do with His not 
so good friend? Did he cut ties? Was Jesus done with him? You 
have got to read the rest of the story in John, but in short, Jesus was 
not done with Peter. He was just getting started. The grace Jesus 
extended to Peter, during undoubtedly the most difficult time in His 
life, is nothing short of absolutely amazing Grace.  

This amazing grace is everywhere if you look for it. Look for it in the gospels. Notice that Jesus 
often-times goes out early in the morning to pray. Then notice what happens during the course 
of that day. Jesus goes out from His quiet time, and reveals the face of God to people. Jesus 
reveals the Fathers truth. And His grace and mercy and love and kindness to undeserving 
people. Lost people. The Vertical love of God, coming down to Jesus, the God-man. And then 
Jesus, sharing it with lost, hopeless, helpless and hurting people. Horizontal grace. Jesus was 
God’s agent, giving live-giving water to a dying and thirsty people. Jesus blesses people such 
as those at at the wedding at Cana in John 2, giving them what they don’t deserve and haven’t 
earned, revealing his glory, then to Nicodimus in John 3, the woman at the well in John 4.  
When Jesus feeds the 4000. And the 5000. His grace is everywhere. Jesus prays. Jesus feeds, 
physically and spritually. Verticalsand horizontal grace. It is everywhere. If you look for it.
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Look for it on the road to Damascus, when God’s vertical grace came down to Paul. Then read 
his letters. Horizontal grace. Paul was God’s agent, giving live-giving water to dying and thirsty 
people In Ephesus, Galatia, Colasse, Philippi, Corinth and even to Rome. 

Look for it in Hebrews 11 - the great cloud of witnesses. 


Not only are there examples of horizontal grace all throughout scripture, but you also see it in 
the lives of the saints throughout history, including in the lives of Augustine, Martin Luther, John 
Calvin,  John Wesley, George Whitefield, George Mueller, Jonathan Edwards, Spurgeon, and D. 
L. Moody and thousands of others, including those here in our own church, like Judy Hubbard, 
Norm Winter and Stephen Brock. 
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