
 

  
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters of The Orchard,                                        March 19, 2020 
 
 
We are without a doubt experiencing some of the most unusual times. While we are not seeing COVID-19 in our immediate area at 
this time, we are proceeding with extreme caution to help mitigate its spread when it does come directly into our sphere of life. This 
means, even now, the structure and ordering of our days has changed drastically. This will probably be a continuing pattern for a quite 
some time.  
 
Please know, the elders at The Orchard love you dearly. We are in prayer for you, our church family daily…even as we pray for the 
community, the nation and the world. Our desire is that each of you be safe and wise. And that in the midst of these difficult and 
uncertain days you grow ever stronger in your love for the Lord and your faith in Him.  
 
Monday, March 16, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommended suspending all gatherings of 50 or more for 8 weeks. Later 
that day, President Trump issued a recommendation of gatherings of no more than 10 for the next 15 days. While this may feel 
extreme, these recommendations are meant to protect and keep safe, something we elders are committed to as shepherds of those 
entrusted to us.  
 
We know some hearts may want to rebel against these limitations, so we look to Scripture for direction. In Titus 3:1-2 we find these 
words, penned by the Apostle Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, “Remind them [believers] to be submissive to rulers and 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 
perfect courtesy toward all people.” 
 
How does this passage apply to us today? In our current circumstance? First, we must recognize that the government is not asking us 
to violate the commands of God, to be unethical, immoral or to do anything illegal. That being so, we are instructed to submit ourselves 
obediently to the recommendations of the government the sovereign Lord has placed in position. We are not to speak evil, to slander 
anyone, avoiding quarrels and showing perfect courtesy toward others. This means, if we disagree with the recommendations of the 
government we are not to slander or speak derogatorily. I would remind you this is instruction, not just for this particular time, but 
for every time. Additionally, there may be people who hold a different view than you about how to respond to the virus. Do not speak 
evil, do not quarrel, but show perfect courtesy. Why? Because our testimony as Christians and the reputation of Jesus is in play.  
 
This passage also calls us to be ready for every good work. Ephesians 2:10 says we were created in Christ Jesus for good works.  These 
days are going to be difficult for many. There will be opportunities for us to serve others in the name of our Savior in unique ways. 
How we carry ourselves, how we love others, will open doors for the glory of the Lord to shine through us allowing us to present the 
Gospel in deed and in word. Jesus said in Matthew 5:16 to “let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” This time, one in which God is still in control, is a time in which the people of God can 
shine the light of the glory of God into the darkness many are experiencing. 
 
When facing a plague in 1527 and asked about how Christians should respond, Martin Luther wrote this: 
 
"Very well, by God's decree, the enemy has sent us poison and deadly offal. Therefore, I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I 
shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed 
in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my 
negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible 
for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place or person, but will go freely." 



 
We would seek to act similarly; responsible while recognizing God’s sovereignty, ready to serve others both when that calls for times 
of isolation and times of reaching out to meet a need. 
 
This means, beginning this Sunday, March 22, and until changes warrant otherwise, we will be switching to streaming services live. 
We did not ever imagine a time in which we would say the doors of the church will be closed on a Sunday, but after much prayer and 
discussion this is what the elder board unanimously believes the situation calls for. While our hearts weep over not meeting together 
on Sundays, they also have a strong peace with the decision made. We strongly encourage you to join us on our Facebook page at 
10am on Sundays as we live stream our entire service, including worship through music. We will be testing our new equipment Wed, 
March 18, and expect that there will be some glitches. We ask you to extend grace and stay with us.  
 
Other important things to note: 
 

1. To be consistent and safe, we are suspending all Growth Group activities at this time.  
2. We ask each household to have a “buddy” household. Check in regularly with one another. If you do not readily have one, 

please contact the office and we will make arrangements for one. 
3. If your household or your “buddy’s” experiences illness or a need notify us at the church office via phone (815-385-3410) 

and/or email (info@orchardmchenry.org). We want to serve and meet those needs as best we can.  
4. Ministry Team leaders, please check in with your team regularly to make sure they are ok.  
5. Parents, we will be uploading Setting Our Hope Sunday School lessons on our website (www.orchardmchenry.org)  This will 

also include the weekly Family Plan so you have small devotionals for each day to support the lesson from the previous 
Sunday. 

6. We thank you for your continued support of The Orchard ministry and for the Tending The Orchard capital campaign. Giving 
can be done either through the website (www.orchardmchenry.org) or by mailing a check to:   

The Orchard Church 
768 Ridgeview Dr. 

         McHenry, IL 60050  
 
As stated in a letter last week, we do not wish for you to be reckless or to have a spirit of fear. Our Lord does not leave us or forsake 
us. His presence gives us comfort even in the valley of the shadow of death.  “And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good” (Romans 8:28) as He conforms us to the image of His Son (Rom 8:29). God will use this time to teach you 
about Himself, to teach you about yourself. And as you walk in the Spirit, you will see the fruit of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control…in your life. And so will others…to the glory of God. 
 
We leave you with Philippians 4:4-7 
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
His and yours, 
 
Pastor Scott 
Luis Ardon 
Craig Hippensteel 
Jeff Knoll  
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