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DEAR FRIEND, 

The question for this generation isn’t, ‘How soon will 

religion die out?’ Rather, the question is ‘Christianity 

or Islam?’ 

This is how Rebecca McLaughlin’s ‘Confronting 

Christianity’—this term’s CCS Book of the Term—begins its 

exploration of 12 challenges of our age to the Christian faith. It’s a 

superb, sharp, beautifully written book, a worthy successor to Tim 

Keller’s ‘The Reason for God’ for today’s world. I’d encourage you 

to get hold of a copy! 

The great contribution of such books to Christian people is not just 

the way they equip us with resources to address our friends’ 

questions. But the reminder that the faith we profess is coherent, 

consistent, compelling and—above all—founded on truth. Our 

Bible convictions explain the world around us more naturally than 

any other ideas or theories that may be presented. 

I trust you remain convinced of that yourself. You’ll be encouraged 

too, I’m sure, that here at Christ Church Southampton we continue 

to hold that conviction deeply and that we therefore keep on with the 

task of discipling and training all we come into contact with. We 

want them to know and love the truth about Jesus as we do. ‘Since, 

then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade 

others.’ (2 Corinthians 5:11) 

I hope what you read here of our ongoing journey at Christ Church 

will spur you on! 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

2019 saw John Taylor get his feet under the desk as 

Associate Pastor with responsibility for 20s and our 

Ministry Training Scheme. Jonti & Fiona (along with little 

Jasper) have been a great blessing to the church family 

and already feel like ‘part of the furniture’!  

That always seems to happen pretty quickly at CCS, as 

you may recall... 

We bade farewell to Amanda Lansdowne in the summer 

after 8 years of faithful service in leading the Treasure 

Seekers work—though in reality her involvement was far 

wider, blessing numerous women & families in the 

church through her ministry. We miss her greatly. Last 

week saw the induction of former-teacher Liam Brocken 

(CCS Associate, 2014-2016) as Youth & Children’s 

Pastor, as he takes his next step in set-apart ministry. 

This last year has felt particularly hard for a number in 

our church. Illness and bereavement has affected an 

increased number, alongside a number of other 

challenges. We also had our first CCS funeral in 

September, as Joan Newman went to be with the Lord.  

Back in January, Christ Church was approached by the 

elders of Freemantle Evangelical Church, an FIEC 

church in the city, who were seeking help with the 

management and upkeep of their charity and property as 

their congregation ages and declines numerically. We 

hope to see increased partnership over the coming 

months, including taking on legal responsibility for their 

building. 

 

CHURCH PLANTING 

In February this year Redeemer Winchester began 

meeting publicly at the Guildhall, Winchester. The 

months since have been filled with encouragements. 

Sunday gatherings number around 100. 5 people have put 

their trust in Christ and 6 have been baptised.  

Cornerstone has also had an encouraging year, with 50 at 

their first-ever church weekend away. Rob Ross 

continues to serve as a Ministry Trainee alongside Jon, 

and it’s been a joy to hear a number of stories of how 

God is at work there.  

In June we launched a new church-planting network, 

‘Reach South’, to help us establish new congregations in 

our region more rapidly by working together. As a result, 

we’re already considering: where next?!!  
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GOD AT WORK:  IZEL’S STORY 

Izel shares her experience of coming to faith : 

I came to the UK in October 2018 as an asylum seeker 

with my mum and brother. It was an incredibly lonely 

experience, and I couldn't stop thinking about all the 

things I had lost since leaving home.  

But then a friend invited us to church, and I was curious 

to learn more. After 5 months, I finally realised what 

Jesus had done for me, and that all that I had gone 

through in coming to this country was nothing compared 

to what Jesus had done on the cross to bring me into a 

relationship with God. I understood that I didn’t have to 

do everything that I had thought I had to do in Islam to 

be worthy of entering heaven. I realised that Jesus had 

done everything for me.  

I’ve only been a Christian for a short period of time but 

already I notice the difference—I don’t feel lost anymore, 

and all though I still don’t know what will happen in the 

future, I am sure God has an awesome plan for me and I 

can put my trust in him.  

Izel, her mum and brother were all baptised at Christ 

Church this year. 

PRAYER 

“Without me, you can do nothing.” Prayer fuels the 

ministry here. Please partner with us by praying for 

the various ministries around church life. 

Students Pray for students to make the most of the 
opportunities the CU Events (mission) Week 

provides in the coming term. Pray for fruitful times 

in God’s Word at MYC. 

Adults Pray that each week we would be growing 
more and more into the likeness of Christ, 

particularly through us learning from God’s Word 

each Sunday and in our midweek groups. 

Children Pray that God would guide Liam Brocken 
as he transitions into his new role as Youth & 

Children’s Pastor. 

Outreach Pray particularly for our current Big 
Questions evenings, focussed on key objections to 

the Christian faith. Pray too for our efforts to reach 

our local community through various activities. 

Church Plants Praise God for the many kindnesses 
he has shown in both Winchester and Portsmouth. 

Pray for a continued focus on learning from God’s 

Word in the year ahead, loving one another well, 

and—through Reach South—reaching out to the 

region around us with the gospel. 

 TRAINING 

Ministry training remains part of the DNA here at CCS. 

Alongside our eight wonderful Ministry Trainees we 

have been joined this year by Alecia Grumbach as 

Pastoral Assistant. After two years on staff at CCS, 

Chris (Kit) Evans moved on to take up an appointment 

as pastor-in-training at Redeemer Winchester. 

It’s also been a privilege to host a 6-part series of 

doctrine talks (entitled ‘Behold your God’) here at 

Christ Church, run by South Central Gospel Partnership 

director Matt Searles, aimed at the wider church. 

Alumni Reunion – Sunday 29th March 

It has been wonderful to be joined by old friends of the church over the past two years for our morning church 

gathering followed by lunch at the library. 

You are now warmly invited to join us for the annual CCS alumni reunion, on Sunday 29th March, at the Burgess 

Road Library. Please click here to let us know that you can make it. 
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