ALCOA 1stNEWS
September 1 ~ 30, 2020
First UMC Alcoa Vision
Inspired by God’s unconditional love, we unite in worship, grow in discipleship, and serve in love.

Confirmation Classes
Postponed…
It is with sadness that we report the 2020
Confirmation Classes at Alcoa 1st United
Methodist Church will be postponed. It
was our hope earlier in the spring when we
announced the fall confirmation class that
things would be back to normal. As you all
know, the Covid-19 cases in our area continue to keep us from in-person worship
and with all the uncertainties we feel it best
to postpone until such a time as health issue related concerns are lessened.
Confirmation is a special time when youth
and others consider their understanding
of salvation, baptism and other vitally important Christian teachings. For a while we
considered a ZOOM Confirmation class,
but the more we thought about and talked
through the logistics, we came to understand the importance of being together,
face-to-face as a group, dedicated to learning about Christ and the importance of
community, so the decision to wait until we
could safely meet was a better option.

A Note from Pastor Joe...
Johnny Walker and I are now planning visits to
our membership at Alcoa First UMC. We are
only doing this at your request and with your
permission. Social distancing and masks will
be used.
We do understand that many of you are not
comfortable having company just yet. We will
contact you to set up a visit. If you would like
to contact us to set something up, or let us
know you’re not yet ready, call Joe or Johnny
at the church office (865) 982-5551, or use the
cell numbers listed below.
We love you and want to keep you safe as we
keep in contact with you. You are important to
us and to all your church family!
Joe Green

Johnny Walker

(423) 650-1933

(865) 582-6941

We will keep you all posted and pray for
a time when we can safely meet again.
Thanks for your understanding, and yes,
there will be a confirmation class as soon as
it is safe.
Blessings, Pastor Todd.

Centennial Moment
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Maryville appears to have played a role in our church’s formation.
According to 1920 reporsts of the Knoxvlle District, new work had been taken up in Alcoa by Rev. J.M. Emert,
of Maryville First. It was also noted that a beautiful lot had been set aside near the new Aluminum Company of
America Sheet Mill (later the West Plant), and by the Company, for construction of a church in the near future.

Attendance
August 2
ON-LINE WORSHIP - 1,547
AUGUST 9
ON-LINE WORSHIP - 1,379
AUGUST 16
ON-LINE WORSHIP - 1,236

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
To the Gibbs family in the recent passing of their Uncle Harold.
To the family and loved ones of Kaleb Jamal “K.J.” Sudderth, one
of our Alcoa 1st youth, who passed away on August 6.
To the Milani and Haws families in the passing of Jeremy M. Haws,
Susan Milani’s son and Ryan Milani’s brother, on August 10.

AUGUST 23
ON-LINE WORSHIP - 816
AUGUST 30
ON-LINE WORSHIP - 1,076

Church Staff

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS
AFUMC Room & Roof Repair Fund
In memory of Edna Ousley Hutchens, by Dick & Peggy Abbott.

REV. J. TODD CHANCEY Pastor
423-290-3999
REV. JOE GREEN
Pastor Emeritus
JOHNNY WALKER
Church Business Administrator
and Director of Visitation
865-582-6941
GENIA HEWITT REEL
Administrative Assistant/Secretary
BETH GREEN
Director of Music Ministries
and Worship Coordinator
BROOKE STRAYN
Director of Children’s Ministries
and Special Events
MATTHEW GIBBS
Director of Youth Ministries
CARLA TAYLOR Accompanist
JOHN TATE Church Accountant
PAUL WALKER
Custodian
BROOKE GUNNING
Media Technologies
LIZ CHANCEY & DEBBIE WEST
Media Technologies Support
LINDA JACKSON Nursery Supervisor

FOR UPDATES ON
MINISTRY NEWS
PLEASE VISIT...
Our Webpage:
alcoafumc.com

Our Facebook Page:

https: //www.facebook.com/alcoafumc/

First United Methodist Church Alcoa
617 Gilbert St. ~ Alcoa, TN 37701
865-982-5551
Office Email: greel@alcoafumc.com
Staff Emails: firstinitiallastname@alcoafumc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Friday
8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Sept. 1:
Sept. 2:
Sept. 4:
Sept. 5:
Sept. 6:
Sept. 9:
Sept. 10:
Sept. 12:
Sept. 16:
Sept. 18:
Sept. 19:
Sept. 20:
Sept. 21:
Sept. 22:
Sept. 23:
Sept. 24:
Sept. 25:
Sept. 27:

Jenean Roach, Malyndia Long
Bob Henry
Jenni Dickenson, Grant Daugherty
Andy Meadows
Shelby Jean Brown, Levi Chamberlain
Savannah Roach
Beth Emeterio
Victoria Veal
Floyd Meiller
Brian Inman
Allen Hood, Ed McGinley
Russell Scruggs
Jordyn Kirk
Jaycie Tate, Sarah Turner
Sonya Marsh
Terry Brown, Shelia Davis
Margie Young, Will Pugh, Liz Chancey
Kaitlyn Meadows

MUSIC NOTES FROM BETH
I hope you all have been blessed by the special music that is shared each
Sunday morning in our services. Our pianist, Carla, our Praise Band, two
quartets, soloists, flute solos, and the Ladies’ Ensemble have all helped lead
us in worship of our wonderful Lord! My thanks to each one who has
participated!
It is hard to do worship in the manner we’ve been instructed to do. And it
is also hard to plan music when there are so many rules. But, let me assure
you of this…God is still on the throne, still worthy to be praised, and we will
find ways to raise our voices in song.
Psalm 103:1-5
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgives all
your iniquities; who heals all your diseases; Who redeems your life from
destruction; who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies;
Who satisfies your mouth with good things; so that your youth is renewed
like the eagle's.”
Beth Green
Director of Music & Worship at AFUMC
My email is bgreen@alcoafumc.com
(865) 982-5551

Alcoa First United Methodist is excited to host a “Curbside Concession” for
the students, families and staff of all surrounding school systems. As many
of you are aware this year has been weird, hard, difficult, life changing and
many more verbs and adjectives that are just down right negative. We are
here to spread love and fun to those after school. We have wonderful
volunteers who are helping pass out our concession stand goody items that
consist of popcorn, cotton candy and snow cones. These treats are for
EVERYONE (kids and adults). This maybe the easiest decision you have
had in 5 months. All items have been graciously sponsored by the
“Mr. P’s Helping Hands” foundation
We are doing this to show the community that we support those around
us. We know that many events have been cancelled this past year. We
want to bring a positive vibe to people and let them know we support them
and are praying for them. With the schools going back and still having
inconsistent schedules, we are offering this fun event for kids two days a
week (every other week) so that kids don’t miss out on the fun. We hope to
continue this for a while and let this be a wonderful incentive for the
schools. WATCH FOR OUR SIGNS! If anyone is interested in helping,
please feel free to contact Brooke Strayn @ bstrayn@alcoafumc.com.

Wassup Church?!
There are some exciting things happening in the church despite us not
being able to gather for corporate worship. On August 19th, we were able to
have our first youth gathering since quarantine! We had 13 people, students
and volunteers, gather together for worship. We met outside, the students
and volunteers all wore masks, and pizza was served by volunteers to
students- it was almost like we had “normal” youth!
After being on staff for 5 months without having any contact with our
youth, this made my heart so happy. It might not have been our typical
Wednesday night, but it was a gathering of our youth to hear God’s Word,
and that is always good.
We are meeting every Wednesday night from 5:30-7:00pm downstairs in
the drive-thru. Each Wednesday night, there will be a meal provided,
social-distancing protocols, a game, and Jesus. Right now, we are starting a
series on “PURPOSE” where we dive into what God’s purpose is in our lives
as his children, young people, and students. My goal for this series is to see
how God has a plan for us, God’s plan for our lives is far greater than
anything we could ever plan for ourselves, and how his plan never fails.
Please help me get the word out! If you have a student who wants to come,
but you’re not sure because of Covid-19, please reach out to me! I would
love to answer any questions you might have. If you know of any students
who would like to come, just give them the details of when we are meeting
or give them my contact info!
I want to thank you, Alcoa First United Methodist Church, for your
continued prayers and support of our youth and youth ministry. Without
you all, none of this would work, so thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Grace and Peace be with you all.
With love,
Matthew Gibbs

Notes of Appreciation
& Praise...
Dear AFUMC Church,
Thank you aso much for providing
breakfast for our faculty at AHS! We all
enjoyed all of it. We so appreciate all your
support and prayers.
Thanks again,
Alcoa High School

Dear Church,
Thank you very much for the wonderful
breakfast you provided to the Alcoa staff
last week. I appreciate all your love and
support you have shown us throughout
the years. May the Lord continue to bless
you all, as you bless others.
Love,
Ruth Lindsey
Dear Church,
On behalf of the Educator Support Center
Staff at Alcoa City Schools, thank you
so much for the wonderful lunch from
Subway. It is such a blessing to know
we have the support from our local
community.
Sincerely, and as always, thank you for
your prayers!
Rebecca Stone
Director of Schools

Church Office Notes…
In observance of Labor Day, our church
office will be closed, Monday, September 7!
To request prayer, please email...
afumcprayer@gmail.com

Online Gifts
When honorariums or memorials are given to
our church, we like to be able to acknowledge
your gifts. Being unable to see when they’re made
online, leaves families unaware their loved ones
have been remembered. Please contact Genia in
the church office so your gifts can be properly acknowledged and the families or individual notified.
This applies to online only, all others are reported
weekly. Thank you!!!
Altar Flowers
We love to have beautiful flowers on the church
altar, even when we worship online. Although we
no longer post a flower calendar, you are still encouraged to remember or honor a loved one, or
celebration. Open dates are available throughout
the remainder of 2020. Altar arrangements are
$35, unless you request something more. These
must be paid for in advance and payable directly to
Coulter’s Florist. For more details or to ask about
reserving a Sunday, please contact Genia in the
church office. Thanks!
SNACK DONATIONS FOR
ALCOA POLICE DEPARTMENT

A note of appreciation passed along by Kay
Marcum...thank you Kay!
“So I picked Becca up from school today
and we drove through curbside concessions
they had set up. It was AMAZING!!!!!! I
think it is an awesome thing for them to do
for the community.
On a side note, we need to know where
they got the cotton candy from :) IT IS SO
GOOD!!!!!!”
Nikki

Alcoa 1st UMC is collecting individually
wrapped snacks for our friends at the Alcoa
Police Department, through November.
Your donations may be dropped off at the
church during regular business hours...
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 4:30
Friday - 8:30 - 12:00
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

