
ALCOA 1stNEWS
October 1 ~ 31, 2020

First UMC Alcoa Vision

Inspired by God’s unconditional love, we unite in worship, grow in discipleship, and serve in love.

Open Doors

We were so happy to get news that starting on Sunday, September 20, 2020 we could once again 
begin in-person worship. We are following all the safety guidelines and welcome those who wish 
to return to in-person worship. For those who wish to continue joining worship through media, we 
are thankful for your faithfulness and participation. Whether we are together in-person or through 
media, we are ONE BODY IN CHRIST JESUS. Thanks be to God.

In addition to in-service worship we are also slowly returning some Small Group Ministries includ-
ing Sunday School. Each Sunday School class will determine if and when they wish to return to 
in-person classes. If your class needs more space (so we can follow the safety requirements) please 
let the church staff know so arrangements can be considered. Please contact your class leader or 
teacher for more information.

Children’s Ministry and Children’s Sunday School has returned. Youth Ministry is meeting weekly 
and Sunday School for youth has returned. 

In mid-October, we will announce weekly discipleship training opportunities. These events will take 
place on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. We will meet with all the safety requirements in 
place. More details will follow.

For adults who wish to attend in-person Sunday School who do not have a class or if your class is not 
yet meeting in-person; Rev. Joe Green and I will be leading a GENERAL ADULT Sunday School class 
in the Green Room (Fellowship Hall.) Everyone is welcome to attend.

Starting on Sunday, September 27, 2020 I will be preaching a short series on the book of Galatians. 
The book is a fascinating work about Paul’s love for the people of Galatia and his desire for them to 
know the truth of Jesus Christ and not be persuaded to false teachings. Hope you will join us as we 
delve deep into this wonderful Epistle of Paul’s. 

Blessings to you all, peace and joy, Pastor Todd

October is Pastor Appreciation Month and October 11 is 
Pastor Appreciation Day! 

Pastor Todd & Liz Chancey and Pastor Joe & Beth Green, 
your church loves you and we are so grateful 

for you and your ministry!

Church family, we are truly blessed!!!  
You are invited and encouraged to share your love and support 

anytime, but especially during this month of special recognition!
 



OUR LOVE & CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

 To Allen & Donna Hood and family, in the passing of Allen’s 
 cousin, Ricky Hood on September 20. 

 To James Larabee and family in the passing of Jame’s grandfather, 
 Edward Roy Larabee on September 21.
  
 To the Lawson family in the recent passing of Darunee’s father, 
 Chalio Buripakdi (in Thailand).

 To Shawn, Lisa, Dontae and Desiree Jones in the passing of 
 Shawn’s mother, Joanne Jones on September 26.

 To Melissa, Tim, Emma and Tucker Trent in the passing of their 
“Mimi”, Ruth Lindsey Smith on September 26.

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS

AFUMC Building Fund
In memory of Floyd Meiller by; Clint & Darlene Abbott, Dick & 
Peggy Abbott, Emmit & Betty Rawls, The Pathfinder SS Class, 
Melitta Stoutt, Bryan & Kathy Thompson, Robert & Dorothy 
Kidd.

Attendance
SEPTEMBER 6
ON-LINE WORSHIP - 1,362

SEPTEMBER 13
ON-LINE WORSHIP - 1,102 

SEPTEMBER 20
8:30 Worship - 45
11:00 Worship - 69
6:00 Worship - 17
On-line Worship- 1,112 
TOTAL WORSHIP - 1,243

SEPTEMBER 27
8:30 Worship - 57
11:00 Worship - 64
6:00 Worship - 9
On-line Worship - 1,255
TOTAL WORSHIP -  1,355
Sunday School - 80

Church Staff
REV. J. TODD CHANCEY Pastor

423-290-3999

REV. JOE GREEN
Pastor Emeritus

JOHNNY WALKER 
Church Business Administrator 

and Director of Visitation
865-582-6941

GENIA HEWITT REEL
Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

BETH GREEN 
Director of Music Ministries 

and Worship Coordinator

BROOKE STRAYN
Director of Children’s Ministries 

and Special Events

MATTHEW GIBBS
Director of Youth Ministries

CARLA TAYLOR Accompanist

JOHN TATE Church Accountant

PAUL WALKER
Custodian

BROOKE GUNNING 
Media Technologies

LIZ CHANCEY & DEBBIE WEST
Media Technologies Support

First United Methodist Church Alcoa
617 Gilbert St. ~ Alcoa, TN 37701

865-982-5551
Office Email: greel@alcoafumc.com 

Staff Emails: firstinitiallastname@alcoafumc.com
Church Office Hours

Monday – Thursday
8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Friday
8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Happy Birthday!
Oct. 1: Janeen Saunders
Oct. 2: Kelly Meadows    
Oct. 3: Janet Bledsoe, Linda Jackson
Oct. 4: Janet Lidvall, Mary Waters
Oct. 5: Jim Hartley
Oct. 6: Pam Cox, Preston Turney
Oct. 7: Kyle Shaver
Oct. 10: Betty Rawls, Gail Hill, Karla Gourley 
Oct. 11: Caedon Jackson
Oct. 12: Kyler Sudhoff
Oct. 13: Rachel Pfeiffer, Will Shelton
Oct. 14: Jill Dickinson, Karen Pershing, Reagan Saunders, 
 Reilly Saunders, Susan Lawson
Oct. 15: Emily Davis
Oct. 16: Ava Neubert, Johnny Walker
Oct. 17: Ava Marie Setliff
Oct. 18: Hope Bledsoe
Oct. 20: Marsha Brown
Oct. 22: Brooke Strayn, Martha Bibee
Oct. 23: Fletcher Buchanan, Piper Strayn
Oct. 24: Loren Bledsoe
Oct. 27: Jerry Sundahl, Jim Kirk
Oct. 28: Kollin Gourley
Oct. 29: Marion White
Oct. 30:  Doug Barringer, Lauren Varitek,  Heath Rogers, 
 Justin Hall
 



What’s up Church! 
 
Thank you all so much for your continued prayers and support of our youth ministry! 
We have been in full swing for about a month and a half now, and students keep 
showing up! Without a loving, compassionate, and giving church, none of this would be 
possible, so I just wanted to say THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart. 
 
I have a couple of updates I would love to share with you all! 
 
First, we are starting back our Sunday school programming on Sunday mornings. If you 
have a middle or high schooler who wants to come on Sunday mornings, we will be 
meeting at 9:30 in the new youth room (choir room under the sanctuary). For the time 
being, middle and high school will be meeting together on Sunday mornings, but if the 
class gets too big, we will split the two groups into separate classes.  
 
On the college side of ministry, we are also going to start our college Sunday school back 
on October 4th at the same time. The classroom where we are meeting is yet to be 
determined, but I promise I will update you when we figure it out.  
 
On Saturday, October 3rd, we are having an outdoor movie night for the youth! There 
will be popcorn being popped, soda to be drank, and fellowship to be had. We will be 
kicking off the fall with a “fall” movie. Tell your students to come and hang out, and to 
bring a friend. There will be more information coming up about this as well! 
 
Starting on October 18th, there will be some changes made to our youth and children’s 
ministry programming. We will start having our typical “Wednesday night” 
programming on Sunday evenings. We have heard from parents and students alike that 
Sundays might be easier, and better, for programming because of hectic schedules 
during the week. Some Sunday evenings, I will be preaching, so the youth will be invited 
to go to worship, and we will play some games afterwards. Look on the church website 
and Facebook page for more information coming up on these changes. 
 
Finally, I am looking for small group leaders and volunteers for youth. If you would like 
to help with youth, please shoot me an email or text, and I would love to talk with you 
further about it. 
 
Thank you all so much! I am so blessed to be able to serve this church and your youth. I 
love you all so much! 
 
Grace and Peace be with you all, 
Matthew Gibbs 
Youth Director 
mgibbs@alcoafumc.com 
865-924-0220	



 
 

We’re back to in-person worship but are told that we cannot safely have congregational 
singing.  In our services, you’ll hear special music sung to you, but we can only have just 
a few of us singing at one time. 
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could just hum behind our masks?  Guess that’s not a 
good idea either.  But we can sing in our hearts!  
 
Colossians 3:16 says: Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymn, and songs from the 
Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
 
The last part of that verse reads, “…singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.”  Okay, 
so maybe we can’t sing in the sanctuary, but we can sing in our hearts!  We can handle 
that!  
 
And, do you know that God sings and rejoices over you?!?  He does!  I’ve shared this 
verse with you before…and it fits right now: 

Zephaniah 3:17 “The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will 
take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you but will rejoice over 
you with singing.” 

I don’t know when our choir will return to the 8:30 worship services, but when I find out 
we can, you’ll probably hear me shouting all over the Springbrook community! 😊😊Keep 
watch, my friends.  We’ll get back.  We will! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Beth 
bgreen@alcoafumc.com 
 
	



	

It’s	that	time	of	year	again,	time	to	pack	those	GO	“Gospel	Opportunity”	boxes	for	Operation	Christmas	
Child.		Lives	will	be	touched,	families	will	learn	about	the	Gospel	and	love	of	Jesus	Christ,	new	churches	
will	be	started	and	communities	will	be	transformed…		All	this	because	you	chose	to	pack	a	shoebox.	

THANK	YOU,	in	advance,	for	your	willingness	to	pack	a	shoebox	for	a	child	in	need.		Now	more	than	ever,	
children	need	great	joy!		You	can	give	boys	and	girls	around	the	world	a	tangible	expression	of	God’s	
love	through	a	gift-filled	shoebox.		Often	times	it	will	be	the	only	gift	that	they	will	ever	receive.		As	

these	shoeboxes	are	distributed,	local	believers	will	share	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	with	these	children.	

	

There	are	empty	shoeboxes	available	to	be	picked	up	at	Alcoa	First	Methodist.		(You	can	also	use	your	
own	shoe	boxes;	they	do	not	have	to	be	OCC	issued	boxes.	The	plastic	kind	or	a	regular	shoe	box	are	fine	
to	use.)		Simply	pick	your	box	up,	fill	it	with	toys,	personal	care	items,	clothing	items,	accessories,	tools,	
sewing	supplies,	craft	&	activity	items,	whatever	you	feel	is	age-appropriate	based	on	the	age	range	you	
select.		You	can	even	enclose	a	personal	message.		Have	fun	with	it	and	remember	to	pray	over	each	

item	as	you	enclose	them.	

(Items	NOT	allowed	include:		candy,	gum,	toothpaste,	war-related	items	such	as	toy	guns	or	knives,	
food,	seeds,	drink	mixes,	liquids,	lotions,	glass	or	breakable	items.)	

	

If	you	are	writing	a	check	for	postage	($9.00	suggested	per	box),	please	make	the	check	out	to	
Samaritan’s	Purse,	put	in	the	OCC	envelope	and	place	just	inside	your	box.		You	can	also	pay	postage	
online	on	their	website...	https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/follow-your-box/.	

If	you	pay	online,	you	can	print	a	“follow	my	box”	label	and	they	will	scan	it	when	it	arrives	in	the	
destination	country	and	you	will	know	where	your	box	blessed	a	child!		You	may	also	choose	to	make	a	
monetary	donation	to	AFUMC	and	put	Samaritan’s	Purse	in	the	memo	line	and	it	will	go	into	the	OCC	

dedicated	account.		

Take	as	many	shoeboxes	as	you	are	willing	to	pack.	

Drop	your	gift-filled	boxes	off	at	AFUMC	by	Nov	22	so	we	can	get	them	to	the	collection	center.	

(National	collection	week	is	Nov	16-23,	2020)	

	

THANK	YOU	and	HAVE	FUN	PACKING!!	



Alcoa 1st Notes…
To request prayer, please email...

afumcprayer@gmail.com

Weddings, Baptisms & Church Membership

Last March when the Covid-19 shutdowns started, 
we regrouped and begin offering on-line worship. 
We were able to open temporarily during the early 
summer, only to be shut down a second time for 
in-person worship. Needless to say 2020 has been a 
worship rollercoaster. Now that we are able to once 
again have in-person worship we are also beginning 
to offer weddings, baptisms and church membership 
opportunities.

If you or your family want to use the church for wed-
dings or baptisms please let one of the pastors know 
and arrangements can be made. Also, just prior to 
the shut-down, several individuals and families were 
planning to join the church. We can now have mem-
bers join. If you, or you and your family wish to join 
the church, please contact Pastor Todd at 423-390-
3999 or call the church office 865-982-5551. We will 
be happy to welcome you into our membership. 

Online Gifts

When honorariums or memorials are given to our 
church, we like to be able to acknowledge your 
gifts. Being unable to see when they’re made online, 
leaves families unaware their loved ones have been 
remembered. Please contact Genia in the church of-
fice so your gifts can be properly acknowledged and 
the families or individual notified. This applies to 
online only, all others are reported weekly. Thank 
you!!!

Altar Flowers

We love to have beautiful flowers on the church 
altar, even when we worship online. Although we 
no longer post a flower calendar, you are still en-
couraged to remember or honor a loved one, or 
celebration. Open dates are available throughout 
the remainder of 2020. Altar arrangements are $35, 
unless you request something more. These must be 
paid for in advance and payable directly to Coulter’s 
Florist. For more details or to ask about reserving 
a Sunday, please contact Genia in the church office. 
Thanks!

SNACK DONATIONS FOR 
ALCOA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Alcoa 1st UMC is collecting individually 
wrapped snacks for our friends at the Alcoa 

Police Department, through November. 
Your donations may be dropped off at the 

church during regular business hours, 
Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.

Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 4:30
Friday - 8:30 - 12:00

Centennial Moments...
A downturn in the aluminum market, and suspension of  local business, delayed construction of the 
church, but plans were prepared in 1922.

In 1923 a new church building was located at the corner of Nobel and Gilbert Streets. The building 
was designed for future use as a parsonage, but from 1923 until 1948 it was used as a sanctuary and 
for Sunday School classrooms.

Appreciation & Praise...
Dear Church (8/31),       

We wanted to commend some of your church 
members who served curb-side concessions 
to children in your neighborhood last week.  
We drove by and our granddaughter was a 
recipient of the surprise, generous treats! 
Even more, it was a “spring board”  for us 
to have a discussion about serving others as 
Jesus’ people. God bless you for His work 
through your acts of compassion for others.

David and Elaine

AFUMC,
We wanted to thank you again for the 
wonderful breakfast to start our year and for 
your continued prayers. Your support means so 
much to our teachers and staff.

Thank you so much,

Monique Maples, Principal
Alcoa Elementaty School



                October Calendar 
 

 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 
7:00 pm Youth, Outdoor Movie Night 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 
  8:30 am Traditional Service, Communion 
  9:30 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service, Communion 
  6:00	pm	Sunday	@Six	Worship	Service	
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 
FALL BREAK, NO YOUTH OR KIDS 
6:30 pm Praise Band Practice 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Reserved for Rehearsal 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 
  8:30 am Traditional Service 
  9:30 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service 
  6:00 pm Sunday @Six Worship Service 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 
5:00 pm Youth Gathering 
6:30 pm Praise Band Practice 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Reserved for Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 
  8:30 am Traditional Service 
  9:30 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service 
  5:30 pm Children’s Discipleship 
  5:30 pm Youth Gathering 
  6:00 pm Sunday @Six Worship Service 
	
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 
 6:30 pm Bible Studies  
(Class & age specific info TBD) 
6:30 pm Praise Band Practice 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Reserved for Rehearsal 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 
  8:30 am Traditional Service 
  9:30 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service 
  5:30 pm Children’s Discipleship 
  5:30 pm Youth Gathering 
  6:00 pm Sunday @Six Worship Service 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 
6:30 pm Bible Studies  
(Class & age specific info TBD) 
6:30 pm Praise Band Practice 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Reserved for Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

	

Sunday, November 1

FOR UPDATES ON 
MINISTRY NEWS
PLEASE VISIT... 

Our Webpage: 
alcoafumc.com

Our Facebook Page: 
https: //www.facebook.com/alcoafumc/


