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Dear Alcoa First, 

 
Hope you are well and enjoying the year so far. For many of you, I think you
have gotten a great deal of snow in the past few weeks. Though it is beautiful
(to look at from afar), I think it has also caused a handful of problems, so I
have definitely been praying for you all. 

I am doing okay. It has been a harder month as both my work and personal
life at times have felt pretty chaotic. I do have a home now, praise the Lord,
and it has been really sweet to finally settle some. Work is great, I love it,
but it's pretty different and at times challenging. In short, we are starting a
NPC (non-profit company) that will do the resourcing for our larger CO staff
team here in South Africa. I have never started a company before, especially
not in South Africa, so that has been a new adventure to walk through much
uncharted territory.   

In all of the chaos, I am fighting to believe the Lord is good, knows exactly
what is going on, and is getting His due glory. Though I probably will not be
able to "conquer" next month's tasks in the way that I would like, I do fully
trust that he will give me what I need to walk into the good works he has
prepared for me in this season. Wherever you all also find yourselves, I am
praying the same for you. 
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A few updates to share about previous prayer requests -  

I still do not have clarity about my visa extension - please keep praying for

this. 

We did indeed find a home and have moved in!  

My physical health has suffered some in the last few weeks. The biggest

prayer request might be for me to have the emotional capacity to move

forwards in this area. 

Though 5 of our staff have COVID, the country at large has been in a huge

decrease - praise the Lord for his mercy and please pray for his provision for

the staff who are currently fighting the virus. 

A God of Abundance

In the past few weeks, God has provided for our team in some pretty amazing
ways. As we called on Him for help us in our time of great need, he has
already began providing in abundance.

- We received a $8,750 grant that
we didn't think would come through
and they potentially could give
$26,250 more this year. 
- We have been able to connect
with a alumni of the ministry who
will act as our fractional CFO. This
is a huge help and relief to me and
my role specifically! 
- CO Serve (the sending agency we
are partnered with in the US) found
grant money to cover necessary
audits we are in the process of
conducting. 

Last month, as a ministry, we were in a pretty tight place financially. Though
things are still definitely tight, we are getting to see many ways the Lord is



things are still definitely tight, we are getting to see many ways the Lord is
hearing and answering our prayers. Praise the Lord for his abundant provision
and perfect timing! 

Continued Provision - Staff, Structure, & Stability

Our 2 year intern staff have
arrived and arrived safely - praise
the Lord! We are excited for
these staff to join us as school
begins in just a few weeks.
Please pray for their transition
and cultural adjustment as they
join a new team and new
culture. 

These two friends and myself are
the staff of the "NPC" we are

starting along with a couple of
others. In many ways, we are

exploring unfamiliar territory -
please pray for favor, wisdom,
and discernment as we move

forwards in seeking to serving our
team well. . 

Praise the Lord I finally have a
home! It was quite a process but
it has been really sweet to wait
on the Lord and see the Lord
provide. In the last few weeks I
have bought a car, fridge, washer,
bed, bedroom furniture, and
many other things. South Africa is
starting to feel more and more
like home and it's a really sweet
gift from the Lord to provide



gift from the Lord to provide
these things for me. 

Prayer Requests - Join me in Prayer! 

God has continued to be incredibly gracious to me in this transition. Even
amid many unknowns, it has been a great joy to take refuge in the shadow of
His wings. Below is a summary of a few specific ways you can continue
praying. 

1. Perseverance and Endurance: In all honesty, transition is hard and I am
pretty exhausted. I am operating at around 40%-50% of my capacity, which is
perfectly normal given my circumstances. However, it is hard to submit to
that reality. Please pray that I'd show myself much grace and really believe
the identity I have in Christ. 

2. Staff Health: Several of our staff have recently tested positive for covid -
one being one of my roommates. Please pray for protection for our
team's physical and emotional health, specifically as several battle the virus
over the next few weeks. 

3. New Structures: Please pray God would continue going before us as we lay
a new structure for our ministry in the 2021 year. Pray for myself and the
team laying the foundation - for wisdom, discernment, dependence on Christ,
and healthy communication and unity as we navigate new waters together. 

4. School Begins in March: We have really fought to refocus on team this
year on evangelism and discipleship on the college campus. Pray that the
Lord would go before us, that students would be allowed to return to the
campus, and that many South African students would come to faith in Christ
this year! 

As always, thank you for your encouragement and support. What a privilege it
is to have such a great team to labor alongside. I am so grateful to share this

news with each of you! Through your generosity and prayers, the faith of
young men and women is making an impact for eternity! 



Laboring alongside you, 
Allison
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