ALCOA 1stNEWS
July 1 ~ 31, 2020
First UMC Alcoa Vision
Inspired by God’s unconditional love, we unite in worship, grow in discipleship, and serve in love.

I Was Glad When They Said, “Let Us Go into the House of the Lord to
Worship!”
We are so happy to have reopened. You are welcome, you are welcomed inperson or on-line or on radio. How ever we connect, you are welcomed.
Our world has changed for a temporary time, the Coronavirus has changed
the way we do a lot of things. I want you all to know this is temporary. Soon,
we pray we can add the other ministry areas we miss so much. We long for
Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Choir and Singing, Sunday School,
Bible Studies, Covered Dish Meals, Other Small Group Ministries and many
other church events that we all miss so much.
It is sometime natural for us to focus on what we cannot do. I pray you will
all join me in focusing on what we can do. Here are some things we can do
in spite of all the chaos around us:
• We can worship in-person or on-line or on the radio.
• We can share in our generosity.
• We can reach out to those in need.
• We can check on family, friends and neighbors.
• We can pray for one another.
• We can wear masks to protect others.
• We can wash our hands over, and over, and over again.
• We can thank God for our health and our safety.
• We can make phone calls or send cards to those we love or those who
need encouragement.
I was glad when they said: “Let us go into the house of the Lord to
worship.” We were created to worship GOD! Let us praise our creator and
give him our praise and worship.
Blessings, Pastor Todd
--------------------Welcome Back Pastor Todd and Joe Green!
On June 8, 2020 the Clergy Session of the Holston Annual Conference
convened. At the end of the virtual meeting, Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
“fixed the appointments.” We are happy to announce it is official that Rev.
Todd Chancey was re-appointed for another year and Rev. Joe Green will
return as our Pastor Emeritus for the coming year. We celebrate the
ministry team God has provided. Thank you all for your prayers and
support of our staff, both lay and clergy.

Centennial Moment

The first reference to a potential church in Alcoa is found in the 1918 Journal of the 75th session of the Holston
Conference of the Methodist Church where, under Missions and Church Extension, note was made of “new fields”
within the Knoxvile District which “should be worked”, including Alcoa, Vose, and Babcock’s Lumbertown.

Attendance
JUNE 7
6:00 PM FB LIVE Worship - 1,304
JUNE 14
11:00 AM - FB LIVE Worship - 1,340

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
To the Goldberger and Dulany families, in the passing of Joel
Goldberger on May 27.
To Tom & Suzanne Werkema, in the passing of Tom’s brother-in-law,
Bob Kuiken on June 1.

JUNE 21
8:30 AM Traditional Worship - 32
11:00 AM Contemporary Worship - 48
Sunday @6:00 Evening Worship - 14
TOTAL - 94
FB LIVE TOTAL - 2,558

To the Mikles and Snyder families, in the passing of Holly Mikles
on June 13.

JUNE 28
8:30 AM Traditional Worship - 47
11:00 AM Contemporary Worship - 44
Sunday @6:00 Evening Worship - 15
TOTAL - 106
FB LIVE TOTAL - 1,982

To Emily & Bill Cochran, in the passing of Emily’s sister,
Alice Haynes on June 18.

Church Staff
REV. J. TODD CHANCEY Pastor
423-290-3999
REV. JOE GREEN
Pastor Emeritus
JOHNNY WALKER
Church Business Administrator
and Director of Visitation
865-582-6941

To Jodi Emmett, Chris & Alison Emmett and family, in the passing of
Shirley Lambert (Jodi’s mother & Chris’s grandmother), on June 16.

To Joe & Belinda Ellis and family, in the passing of Joe’s father,
Charles Ellis on June 19.

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS
AFUMC Building Fund
In memory of Kirk Helmboldt and Joel Goldberger, by Emmit &
Betty Rawls.
Children & Nursery
In memory of Alice Haynes, by Dick & Peggy Abbott.

GENIA HEWITT REEL
Administrative Assistant/Secretary
BETH GREEN
Director of Music Ministries
and Worship Coordinator
BROOKE STRAYN
Director of Children’s Ministries
and Special Events
MATTHEW GIBBS
Director of Youth Ministries
CARLA TAYLOR Accompanist
JOHN TATE Church Accountant
PAUL WALKER
Custodian
BROOKE GUNNING
Media Technologies
LIZ CHANCEY & DEBBIE WEST
Media Technologies Support
LINDA JACKSON Nursery Supervisor

First United Methodist Church Alcoa
617 Gilbert St. ~ Alcoa, TN 37701
865-982-5551
Office Email: greel@alcoafumc.com
Staff Emails: firstinitiallastname@alcoafumc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Friday
8:30 am - 12:00 pm

July 1 Keith Fletcher
July 2 Paislee Strayn, Joe Green
July 5 Josh Boyd
July 7 Clay Travis
July 8 Danny Lawson
July 9 Redmond Walsh
July 11 David Nichols, Amelia Pfeiffer
July 12 Leslie Barringer
July 13 Jackson Barringer, Darryl Reed, John Varitek
July 14 Abby Goins, Tori Mizysak, Ed Pershing, Sarah Karnes
July 15 Natalie Barringer, Whitley Piercy, Beth Green
July 16 Jeff Givens, Allison Neubert
July 17 Kay Marcum, Gaylon Hill
July 19 Jama Boyd
July 20 Benjamin Redman
July 21 Patrick Walsh
July 22 Joel Kirk
July 23 Kathy McGinley
July 24 Mildred Reynolds, Phil Roberts
July 26 Olivia Emmett
July 28 Ian Hall
July 31 Malinda Murchie
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Located in the heart of the Springbrook Community.
Inspired by God’s unconditional love, we unite in
worship, grow in discipleship and serve in love.

A HUGE “THANK YOU” to all these volunteers who have faithfully served to
feed the Alcoa kids during the quarantine...
Margie Davis
Norma Jones
Brenda Hitchcock
Ivan Cheroni
Pat Scott
Barbara Stinnett
Debbie and Dean Harper
Jim Nutter
Cindy Murphy

They’ve had a wonderful time of fellowship while serving our community kids.
We are so very thankful to have had this opportunity to represent Alcoa FUMC
and to bring glory to our Heavenly Father!

MUSIC NOTES FROM BETH
Music can speak to my heart as much as anything I know. Listening to it. Learning it. Singing it.
I’ve missed singing with my church family and with our Praise Band and our choir during this
strange time in our lives. In keeping track of songs I’d like the choir to learn when we come back
from this forced hiatus, I’ve found some joy!
Things will look different as far as our music program at AFUMC goes. Because of regulations
following the threat of COVID-19, there won’t be any congregational singing and no choir in services
for the time being. Our Praise Band continues to help in worship and will be distanced when they’re
sharing on the chancel and choir area. Thankfully, this won’t last forever…but it does mean there’s
no choir needed at this time. I plan to put together small groups to provide some special music on
the chancel area - socially distanced, of course.
It truly hit me recently that we won’t be singing together as a congregation/choir and I got so
sad. Just the thought of having worship with no singing is impossible to imagine. Worship services
will be different for certain, but I’ll be trying to find ways to do some special music now and
again. Music will definitely be played in both services, but things will have to be different for a time.
Please keep singing in the shower, in your car, and anywhere else you usually do…keep your vocal
cords tuned up! Because soon we will sing again...and it will be glorious! Until then, let God keep a
song in your heart every day!

God bless you!

Beth Green

Music Director & Worship Coordinator
My email is bgreen@alcoafumc.com
Work # (865) 982-5551

Email Prayer Chain
Our Prayer Chain stays active nearly every day. When you would like someone to be praying for you
or with you about a situation, email your request to afumcprayer@gmail.com and over 120
Prayer Warriors will join forces to lift up your need to God. Those requests will stay on the list for a
period of time and it is always appreciated when requests are updated. Sometimes names are
removed when no update has been reported.
If you would like to have your name added to receive the Prayer Chain emails, just send it to the
address above and the coordinator will see to it that you begin getting the prayer requests regularly.
Thankful for faithfulness in prayer,
Beth Green

Youth Newsletter:
What’s up church?! It has been a while since we had anything in the newsletter from the
youth, but I am excited to bring you a couple of announcements!
First things first, we want to say how proud we are of our graduating seniors of the class
of 2020! Traditionally, we have been able to celebrate our graduates and their families
with a catered lunch and gifts, but this year obviously has been a little different. The
class of 2020 has had to put their most memorable moments on hold because of
COVID-19: senior prom, yearbook day, the “last goodbye”, senior awards, and
graduation. The class of 2020 has had to go through something past graduates have
never had to experience, and prayerfully, any other graduating class will never have to
go through again. Proud honestly isn’t even the right word to use when describing the
perseverance, the class of 2020 has shown during this time. As the church, and to try to
continue a tradition through adversity, we wanted to shower our graduates with gifts
just to show how much we love them and how proud we are of them. Our graduates
received a bible with their name engraved on the cover and a Visa gift card; small gifts in
comparison to what our graduates should receive. Class of 2020, congratulations, and as
a church, we are so proud of you! You will always have a home at Alcoa First United
Methodist Church.
Secondly, we received word via Facebook that the Martin Luther King Jr. Community
Center in Alcoa needed sports equipment for the summer. We went to Walmart and
bought $200 worth of new footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, kickballs, and soccer nets.
The staff at the community center was so excited to receive the equipment! We were
able to provide our information to them if they ever needed anything else. So, thank you
for giving through this weird time! Your offerings were used to help out so many kids in
our community, and I am positive the equipment we bought will be put to good use
throughout the summer.
Love you all from the bottom of my heart!
Grace and Peace,
Matthew Gibbs
(865)924-0220

Youth and Adult Confirmation Classes for 2020 Save the Dates
Matt Gibbs, Brooke Strayn, Liz Chancey and Pastor Todd Chancey will be leading the up-coming
2020 Confirmation Classes. There will be two offerings starting in August, ending in November.
The classes will meet as follows:
Sundays – 4:30 – 7:00 p.m. (Student Confirmation Class)
Led by Matt, Brooke, Liz and Pastor Todd
Youth - Rising 6th graders and up) Youth Room and Fellowship Hall.
Dates: August 30, September 13, 20, 27, October 4, 11, 18, 25 and November 1 and 8.
Youth Confirmation Retreat: Friday, November 13 – Sunday, November 15 – off campus.
Wednesdays – (Adult Confirmation Class) 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Pastor Todd & Liz, Leaders.
Dates: September 2, 16, 23, 30, October 7, 14, 21, 28, and November 4 and 11.
For more information, please contact Matt, Brooke, Liz or Pastor Todd.

Bill Bailey 2020 Scholarship Awards
Congratulations from Alcoa 1st UMC to the following young people who
were recipients for the 2020 Bill Bailey Scholarship Award...
Garett Dickinson
Victoria Inman
Kaitlyn Meadows
Sara Grace Travis
Lauren Varitek
Ty Boyd

Alcoa Police Department – SNACK DONATIONS
This Summer Alcoa First
UMC will be collecting
individual wrapped snacks
for the Alcoa Police
Department. Bring your
donated snacks to church
starting this Sunday or
drop them off in the
church office. There will be
collection containers
available.

Monday morning, June 22, Pastor Todd, Cindy Murphy,
Margie Davis and Norma Jones delivered the first of what
we’re certain will be several weekly snack deliveries to our
friends at the Alcoa Police Department.
We thank you for your generosity!!!

FOR UPDATES ON
MINISTRY NEWS
PLEASE VISIT...
Our Webpage:
alcoafumc.com

Our Facebook Page:

https: //www.facebook.com/alcoafumc/

