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Hanging of the 
Christmas greens 

 

* Please stand as you are able. 

 

Welcome and Announcements                                    Rev. Todd Chancey 
  
*Hymn                   ”Angels from the Realms of Glory”               UM #220 

(verses 1 & 4)  
  
*Opening Prayer (all pray in unison) 

            Our Father, we long for the simple beauty of Christmas – for all 

the old familiar melodies, words, and symbols that remind us of that 

great miracle when He who had made all things came one night as a 

babe, to lie in the crook of a woman’s arm.  But in that longing, let us 

even more yearn for your renewed presence among us even as we 

celebrate and expect the coming of your Son. 

         As we follow the shepherds and Wise Men to bring you the gift of 

our love – a love we confess has not always been as warm or sincere or 

real as it should have been.  Now, as we enter into this Advent Season, 

we pray that love would find its Beloved, and from you receive the 

grace to make it pure again.  We bring you our gratitude for every token 

of your love, for all the ways you have heaped blessings upon us during 

the years that have gone.  And we do pray, Lord Jesus, that as we begin 

this four-week journey of expectation and hope, we may do it in a 

manner well pleasing to you.  In Jesus Christ’s Holy Name we 

pray.  Amen. 
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The Meaning of the Service 
  
            As we begin the Christian Year, we also celebrate the Holy 
Season known as Advent.  It is a time when we prepare ourselves for 
the coming of our Messiah.  Advent means “coming.”  We celebrate 
these days of Advent in expectation and preparation for Christ’s 
arrival.  Through the centuries, Christians have observed a time of 
waiting and expectation before celebrating the birth of the Savior at 
Christmas. 
            The Advent season is a time for reflection and preparation, but 
its mood is joyful.  Advent has been enriched by Christian tradition to 
reflect its distinctive Christian meaning.  It proclaims the revelation of 
God’s love as expressed in Christ’s birth in a humble stable, his 
sacrificial death on the cross, and his victorious resurrection!  It points 
to the hope of Christ’s coming again as the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.   
            Advent makes innkeepers out of all of us, asking each of us to 
make room for the arrival of Christ the King.  Let us, today, prepare Him 
room in our hearts, our lives, and our homes! 
  
Special Music       “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”       Chancel Choir   
 
The Lighting of the Altar Candles 
  
  

 
Christmas in America 

  
A star in the sky, carols in the evening air, a candle in the window, 

a wreath on the door, mistletoe hung high, poinsettias aflame with 
brilliant color, gifts beneath a lighted tree, friends around the holiday 
table, families reunited in love, and church bells ringing.  This is 
Christmas in America!  Not like Christmas in any other land, but like 
Christmas in many lands is our American Christmas.  Rich treasures of 
custom and tradition, woven into a pattern with our own country’s 
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threads, giving to us the colorful pageantry of our Christmas 
celebration.  As we sing about freedom, let us remember the cost of 
freedom.  Let us lift up those who are in our military services, our civil 
servants, first responders and law enforcement officers who are 
protecting our freedom both in America and around the world. 
  
*Hymn                           “America the Beautiful”       UM #696  (verses 1 & 3) 
  
Presentation of the Christian Flag and the American Flag 
  
 
 

 
Lessons of Christmas 

  
            Let us listen to the lessons of the years and the centuries, not 
just the impressions of the moment.  The images of the present age in 
the biblical story are often discouraging – war, hate, famine, epidemics, 
Caesar on his throne, Paul in prison, Christians being persecuted.  But 
now, after the centuries, the Caesar is gone, Paul is a symbol of Faith, 
and Jesus – the Truth and the Light – is reaching out to every 
nation!  Let us, through the great traditions of our Faith, join with the 
shepherds of Bethlehem, the wise men from the east, and the seekers 
throughout the ages, to welcome the One who came at Christmas. 
            Let us at Christmastide bring our gifts to Him and may the 
message of our songs be “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, 
peace and goodwill to peoples everywhere!” 
  
*Hymn             “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”       UM #240 (verses 1 & 3)   
  
The Presentation of the Holy Bible 
  
The Scripture Reading                                                           Mark 13:24-37 
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The Call to Celebration 

  
  

Pastor: Christ has come!  Christ was dead!  Christ has risen!  Christ will 

come again! 
  

People: This is the faith of the Church of Jesus Christ! 
  

Pastor: When we look at the world around us, we see the darkness of 

war, captivity, greed, and broken relationships. 
  

People: We long for Christ to come again and bring light to our world. 
  

Pastor: The Word of the Gospel that Jesus Christ lives among us, 

bringing truth and light as a present reality. 
  

People: We worship as those who have a glimpse of that reality, and 

we long for its fullness.  We are those who labor to make Christ’s light 

more visible on earth.   
  

Pastor: Let us praise God that the light of Christ shines on in the 

darkness, which has never overcome it.   
 

All: To God be the glory in Jesus Christ and in the church forever and 

ever!  Amen. 

  
Sharing of Celebrations & Concerns 
  
Evening Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
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The Sanctuary Evergreens 

  
            The most striking and the most universal feature of Christmas is 
the use of evergreens in churches and homes.  Among ancient Romans, 
evergreens were an emblem of peace, joy, and victory.  The early 
Christians placed them in their windows to indicate that Christ had 
entered the home.  Holly and ivy, along with pine and fir, are called 
evergreens because they never change color.  They are ever-green, 
ever-alive, even in the midst of winter.  They symbolize the unchanging 
nature of our God, and they remind us of the everlasting life that is ours 
through Christ Jesus. 
            Under Christian thought and sentiment, holly became widely 
used in church celebrations.  Holly was considered as the burning bush, 
or a symbol of Mary, whose being glows with the Holy Spirit.  The red 
berries represented the blood drops from the cruel thorns in the crown 
of Jesus.  In Isaiah 60:13 we find these words: “The glory of Lebanon 
shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, 
to beautify the place of my sanctuary…”  Our forefathers called the 
procuring of these evergreens, “bringing home Christmas!” 
  
Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 

  
Offertory                “The Hanging of the Greens”     The Beverly Bells 

  
Placing of the Window Greenery 
  
* Advent Doxology           UM #221 (verse 4) 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him; give my heart. 
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The Christmas Tree 
  

            Look at the Christmas tree glittering with lights and 
ornaments!  It is a part of the beauty and meaning of Christmas.  There 
are several legends and stories about the Christmas tree.  The first use 
of the Christmas tree was in the medieval German Paradise Plays, held 
outdoors and portraying the creation of humankind. 
            The Tree of Life was a fir tree decorated with apples.  Later, 
other ornaments were hung upon them, such as paper flowers and 
gilded nuts.  In England, branches or whole trees were forced to bloom 
indoors for Christmas.  From these beginnings, the use of a tree at 
Christmas was established. 
            Martin Luther was perhaps the first to use a lighted tree.  The 
story is told that on one Christmas Eve, he wandered outdoors and 
became enraptured with the beauty of the starry sky.  Its brilliance and 
loveliness led him to reflect on the glory of the first Christmas Eve as 
seen in Bethlehem’s radiant skies.  Wishing to share with his wife and 
children the enchantment he had felt, Luther cut from the forest an 
evergreen, glistening with snow, and took it home.  He placed upon it 
candles to represent the glorious heavens he had seen.  The use of a 
candle-lighted tree spread to all Europe, then America came to regard 
it as the central ornament of Christmas.   

Over 150 new Chrismons crafted by Liz Chancey, will be placed 
on our sanctuary trees, to join those made last year Emy Pickett and 
the Grace Crafter group.  Our church will enjoy these for many years 
to come.  "Chrismon" is a combination of the words "Christ" and 
"monogram," and means "the symbols of Christ."  
Chrismons are gold and white, representing majesty and purity. 
 

Hymn                                       “Emmanuel”                                    UM #204 
  

The Hanging of Chrismons & Lighting of the Trees 
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The Christmas Poinsettia 

  
            Most Christmas greenery reflects European traditions.  But one 
colorful plant, which looks like a flaming star, the poinsettia, is a native 
to the American continent.  It was named after Dr. Joel Robert Poinset, 
an ambassador to Mexico, who first introduced it to the United States 
in 1828.   
            The people of Mexico and Central America call the brilliant 
tropical plant the “Flower of the Holy Night.”  The poinsettia is a many-
pointed star that has become a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem. 
  
Special Music                        “Carol of the Bells”                      Carla Taylor 
 
The Placing of the Christmas Poinsettias 
  

IHS 
The Paraments and Advent Colors 

  
            Art has always been an important way to communicate the 
Christian faith.  The use of music has helped believers understand their 
Godly hope.  Other art works have been used from the beginning to 
help express various aspects of Christian doctrine and life.  Colors, altar 
paraments or coverings, and banners are some of the most important 
visual ways Christians have used to express their faith in worship. 
            The objective in covering the Altar Table and pulpit with cloths 
of various colors was to help focus the worshipers’ attention on the 
special nature of Christ as the Perfect Sacrifice.  In the early days of 
Christian worship, Advent and Christmas were seen as a somber time, 
much like Lent is today.  The purple table coverings are used to speak 
of Christ’s Kingship.   
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*Hymn                    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  UM #211 (verses 1 & 4) 
  
The Purple Paraments are Displayed 
  
  
  

 
The Advent Candles 

  
            Advent is a time of expectation, and this is symbolized, not only 
by the four-week period of preparation, but also by the lighting of an 
Advent Candle on each Sunday of the season.  The flame of each new 
candle reminds us, the worshippers, that something is happening, and 
something more is still to come. The candles are arranged in a circle to 
remind us of the continuous power of God, which knows neither 
beginning nor end.   

There is also symbolism in the colors of the candles.  The three 
purple candles symbolize the coming of Christ from the royal line of 
David.  He is coming at the King of Kings as well as the Prince of 
Peace.  The pink candle is to be lit on the third Sunday of the Advent 
season.  This candle represents Joy.  The large, white candle in the 
center is known as the Christ Candle, and points to Jesus as the Christ, 
the Light of the world.  A progression is noted in the lighting of the 
candles of the Advent wreath each Sunday 
  
*Hymn                   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”       UM #216 (verse 1)   
  
Placing of the Advent Candles 
  
 *Special Music       “For the Beauty of the Earth”              Praise Band 
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The Nativity 

  
            One of the most heart-warming expressions of Christmas is the 
Nativity.  The Nativity speaks of the mystery of God’s wisdom.  Why 
God chose to send his son into our world as a baby of humble birth, 
born in common surroundings, we do not know.  What we do know is 
that God reach out to all people including the poor and wealthy, the 
simple and the wise, the powerless and the powerful.  All who found 
him knelt in humility before him. 
            Knowing God is possible because He came to us, at our 
level.  Whenever we see a Nativity, we find ourselves with Mary and 
Joseph, with the Shepherds, and with the Wise Men – bowing before 
the manger, overwhelmed by God’s expression of love in coming to 
us.  Today we display a Nativity in our sanctuary.   
  
*Hymn                       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  UM #230 (verses 1 & 4) 
  
The Placing of the Nativity on the Altar Table 
  
Meditation                 Rev. Joe Green 

       
*Closing Hymn            “O Come, All Ye Faithful”      UM #234 (verses 1 & 3)   
  
*The Blessing                                                                   Rev. Todd Chancey 
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 Thank you to... 
Our Readers  

The Altar Servants  

Carla Taylor  

                                  Beverly Bells, Chancel Choir & Praise Band 

Our Tech Team 

Liz Chancey 

Emy Pickett & our Grace Crafters 

 

 

We pray this evening will prepare  

your hearts for Advent! 

  

  

Note: This service (adapted and modified by Rev. Todd Chancey) copied with permission 
from Dennis Bratcher, Monte Nabors, and Kelly Yates. 


	
	



